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IMPORTANT  NOTICES. 

The  next  number  of  the  C.  d  D.  will  be  the  Winter  Issue. 

It  will  go  to  press  a  day  earlier  than  usual  —  i.e.,  on  Wednesday. 
In  consequence  the  publisher  cannot  receive  displayed  advertise- 
ments for  the  issue  later  than  Tuesday,  January  26. 

Advertisements  for  the  Coloured  Supplement  will  be  received 
up  to  Thursday,  January  28,  at  2  p.m. 

No  one  who  has  anything  to  advertise  should  miss  having  an 
advertisement  in  the  issue. 


"  PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS,"  VOL.  2. 

This  supplementary  volume  is  now  in  the  press,  and  the  proof- 
sheets  show  that  it  will  be  the  finest  book  of  recipes,  particularly 
dealing  with  medicinal  specialities,  which  has  ever  been  published. 
The  price  will  be  10s.,  or  post  free  10s.  6d.  It  will  be  obtainable 
through  most  wholesale  houses  at  10s.  to  account,  and  in  our  next 
issue  we  shall  publish  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  stosk 
the  book. 


Summary 


Two  Pages  of  news  will  be  found  in  our  Coloured  Supplement. 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  and  Druggists'  Examination 
results  are  given  on  p.  110. 

The  Bend  Sinister  described  by  the  writer  of  "  Now  and 
Then  "  is  the  subject  of  a  heraldic  design  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds 
on  p.  117. 

Pertinent  Suggestions  respecting  the  study  of  materia 
medica  were  given  to  Edinburgh  apprentices  at  a  meeting  held 
last  week  (Supplement). 

Five  Months'  Imprisonment  in  the  second  division  is  the 
punishment  meted  out  to  Robert  Sothern,  a  chemist's  traveller, 
for  embezzlement  (p.  109). 

It  is  not  Proved,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  that  Indian 
podophyllum  resin  is  equal  in  therapeutic  efficacy  to  the  resin  of 
Podophyllum  peliatum  Ip.  116). 

Considerable  Interest  has  been  manifested  in  commercial 
circles  this  week  in  a  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  case  re  lead  in 
cream  of  tartar,  which  is  reported  on  p.  118. 

The  B.P.  Method  of  assaying  sodium  arsenate  was  the  sub- 
ject of  an  interesting  discussion  initiated  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrio 
at  a  meeting  at  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday  evening  (p.  117).  ■ 

A  Mineral  is  to  be  the  subject  of  our  next  Student's  Corner 
analyses.  We  shall  receive  applications  for  samples  up  to 
Tuesday,  January  26,  from  any  assistant  or  apprentice  (p.  108). 

"  Food  and  its  Uses  "  is  the  title  of  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Joyce 
to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  nutrient  values  of  various  fools  were  deduced  from  analytical 
data  !p.  124). 

Wollaston's  Discovery  of  Palladium  a  century  since  is  the 
subject  of  "  Xrayser's "  page  this  week.  It  is  a  chapter  of 
scientific  history  which  deserves  not  to  be  forgotten,  and  should 
be  known  to  the  present  generation  (p.  121). 

Glycerinum  Pepsini,  B.P.,  is  made  in  such  a  peculiar  way, 
according  to  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  that  it  takes  six  weeks  to  three  months 
for  the  pepsin  to  dissolve.  He  suggests  that  the  pepsin  should 
be  dissolved  in  the  water  of  the  formula  (p.  115). 

Some  Useful  Notes  respecting  medicine  stamp-duty  will  be 
found  on  p.  139.  There  is  printed  the  wording  of  four  labels 
which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  recently  marked  "Not 
liable  to  duty,"  as  well  as  an  official  decision  respecting  medicated' 
eau  de  Cologne. 

"  Absorbine  "  is  a  trade-mark  registered  in  this  country  by  tho 
originators  of  a  preparation  bearing  that  name,  but  the  validity 
of  the  word  as  a  trade-mark  is  disputed  by  an  English  firm, 
Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  being  the  principal  witnesses  for 
tire  defence.    The  High  Court  action  is  reported  on  p.  119. 

A  Lengthy  Criticism  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  J.  Turner  was  communicate!  to  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  author  submitted  numerous 
suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  preparations,  but  appeared  to 
be  fonder  of  synonyms  than  the  majority  of  the  meeting  were 
(p  126). 

Changes  in  Value  on  the  markets  this  week  are  numerous, 
and  include  higher  prices  for  refined  camphor  and  camphor-  • 
preparations,  cascara  sagrada,  pot.  pruss  ,  santonin,  shellac,  soda, 
nitrate,  and  sugar  of  milk.  Quinine  his  unexpectedly  been 
reduced  \d.  per  oz  ,  and  chloroform  is  2d.  lower.  Cinchona  was 
easier  at  auction  (p.  135). 

Festivities  are  more  abundant  than  usual  this  week,  the 
Chemists'  Ball,  with  a  record  attendance,  leading  the  way.  Our 
reports  also  include  dinners  of  the  London  School  of  Pharmacy 
( Mr.  Wootton's)  and  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  School  of  Pharmacy 
(Supplement',  besides  a  successful  social  gathering  of  West  Ham 
chemists  (p.  130,  also  Supplement). 

An  Educational  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  tn 
held  in  London  on  Wednesday,  when  Professor  Wild,  of  Manchester, 
spoke  on  a  university  curriculum  for  pharmacists,  urging  anticipa- 
tion in  training  of  certain  scientific  side-lines  which  may  be  uiefnl 
to  add  to  pharmaceutical  practice.  Mr.  Wipp?ll  Gadd  submitted 
his  scheme  of  collegiate  training  for  apprentices,  and  a  good 
general  discussion  followed,  one  of  the  features  of  which  was  an 
appreciation  of  the  pharmacist  from  Professor  Jackson  (p.  113). 


MEDIC!  NE=STAMP  LAW. 

The  peitinent  treatise  in  the  C.  d  D.  Diary,  1904,  has  been 
reprinted  with  other  legal  aDd  useful  information  in  pamphlet 
form,  and  will  be  sent,  post  free,  for  Is.  on  application  to  the 
Publisher  of  the  C.  d  D  ,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
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Corner  for  Stiioents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  for  Junior  Students. 

A MINERAL  will  be  distributed  to  students  as  the  subject  of 
the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis.  The  mineral, 
which  will  be  sent  out  in  the  form  of  a  coarse  powder,  is  to 
be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its 
constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that 
the  substances  detected  are  its  only  constituents. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mineral  (accom- 
panied by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  January  26,  and  the 
samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
February  6.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
present  in  traces  only  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
chief  constituents  of  the  mineral. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
fourth  exercise  in  our  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  appren- 
tices or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  tfieir  reports. 
Students  who  adopt  a  nom  de  plume  must  adhere  to  it 
throughout  the  tournament. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  selling  the  Buxton  mineral- 
water  baths  to  the  Buxton  Urban  Council  for  50.000Z. — viz., 
25.000Z.  in  cash,  and  l,O0OZ.  a  year  chief  rent. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Sutcliffe,  Secretary  of  the  British  Optical  Society 
is  to  lecture  at  the  Shepherds'  Hall,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow, 
on  February  4,  on  "  Personality  in  Sight-testing." 

At  Cardiff  County  Court  on  January  13,  Messrs.  W. 
Pickard  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Sheffield, 
obtained  judgment  against  Messrs.  Stone  &  Co.,  of  Cardiff, 
for  31.,  due  for  goods  supplied. 

At  Dartford  on  January  13,  J.  H.  Bishop,  an  unqualified 
assistant  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Sykes,  chemist,  109  West 
Street,  Erith,  was  fined  51.  and  costs  for  a  breach  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  by  selling  laudanum. 

The  Sight-testing  Committee  of  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  have  recommended  to  the  Court  that  sight-testing 
be  included  in  the  subjects  for  the  Company's  diploma.  The 
recommendations  have  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Court. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  January  14,  Jethro 
Lardent,  herbalist,  and  Ada  Booth,  were  each  sentenced  to 
five  years'  penal  servitude  for  performing  an  illegal  operation 
on  a  single  woman  at  Southwark  (see  C.  $  D.,  December  19, 
page  994). 


At  Bradford  on  January  15,  a  youth  named  Pyrah  was 
fined  5s.  costs,  and  ordered  to  pay  damages,  for  discharging 
a  revolver  and  doing  wilful  damage  to  the  plate-glass  window 
of  the  shop  of  Mr.  John  Calvert,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Idle  Road,  Bradford. 

A  Pharmacist  Lectures  on  Eadium. 
At  a  meeting  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  Bath,  on  Thursday, 
January  14,  Mr.  E.  J.  Appleby,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  radium,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
gave  an  excellent  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  element, 
and  the  influence  which  the  enunciation  of  its  apparently 
abnormal  properties  have  had  upon  chemical  and  physical 
theories.  He  also  referred  to  the  recent  discovery  by  the 
Hon.  R.  J.  Strutt  of  radium  in  the  Bath  waters  iron-deposit, 
and  explained  that  it  has  been  found  by  a  chemist  of  repute, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Allen,  and  reported  to  the  Glasgow  Philosophical 
Society  that  the  waters  are  radio-active,  but  retain  that 
property  only  a  short  time  after  cooling.  In  concluding  he 
said : 

Great  credit  is  due  to  those  in  our  Council  and  city  who  have 
contributed  to  bring  these  facts  to  light,  and  it  will  be  an 
advantage  to  let  it  be  well  known  that  probably  the  healing- 
properties  of  the  Bath  waters  are  in  the  heat,  and  it  is  best  to 
drink  and  bathe  in  them  at  the  spring's  source.  The  future  may 
reveal  much  more  than  we  now  know  about  them,  and  the' 
investigation  cannot  be  left  in  better  hands  than  those  of  Mr. 
Strutt.  The  quantity  of  radium  under  Bath  may  never  be  worth 
recovering,  even  at  its  present  market  value,  and  in  such  case  it 
would  be  very  unwise  to  injure  in  any  way  the  citizens'  priceless 
inheritance  by  removing  the  source  of  the  activity  of  the  water. 
Let  vaiu  dreams  of  immediate  pecuniary  gain  be  banished,  and 
let  us  be  satisfied  that  we  possess  in  our  Spa  a  healing-power, 
imperfectly  known  as  yet,  but  which  can  be  claimed  by  few,  if  any, 
other  spas  in  the  country. 

In  this  connection  we  may  recall  the  fact  that  a  few  months 
ago  Professor  J.  J.  Thomson,  of  Cambridge,  communicated 
to  "  Nature  "  a  note  recording  the  fact  that  the  waters  of 
certain  wells  in  Cambridge  were  found  to  exhibit  radio- 
activity, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  all  deep-well  waters 
exhibit  this  property  in  some  degree. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  city  analyst,  has  again  been  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield  Literary  and  Philo 
sophical  Society. 

The  City  Council  have  declined  to  sanction  the  proposal 
of  the  Health  Committee  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  a 
sanatorium,  and  have  referred  the  matter  back  to  the  com- 
mittee for  further  consideration. 

Fire. 

On  January  14  a  fire  occurred  at  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Coverdale  &  Co.,  chemists,  Parliament  Street,  York,  and 
before  the  flames  could  be  subdued  stock  to  the  value  of 
251.  was  destroyed  and  much  damage  done  to  the  premises. 

Hoyal- warrant  Holders. 

The  complete  list  of  tradesmen  and  firms  holding  royal 
warrants  of  appointment,  with  authority  to  use  the  royal 
arms,  was  printed  in  the  "London  Gazette"  of  January  1, 
1904.  There  are  very  few  changes  beyond  those  already 
published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  November  9, 
1901  (page  788),  of  January  10,  1903  (page  48),  and  subse- 
quent issues.  A  number  of  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
list  of  tradesmen  who  hold  warrants  of  appointment  from 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  Queen  Alexandra,  with  authority 
to  use  the  royal  arms.  These  include  C.  W.  Dixey  &  Son, 
opticians,  London  ;  M.  Goodwin,  purveyor  of  lavender-water, 
Plymouth ;  Roberts  &  Co ,  chemists,  London ;  Sewell  & 
Cousens,  canine  surgeons,  London ;  and  Winsor  &  Newton 
(Limited),  artists'  colourmen,  London. 

Par-reaching  Effects. 

Amongst  those  whose  premises  suffered  by  the  violence  of 
the  recent  disastrous  explosion  at  the  National  Explosives 
Company's  works  at  Hayle,  Cornwall  (see  C.  §  D.,  January  9, 
page  38),  was  Mr.  N.  T.  Ashton,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Market  Place,  St.  Ives.  The  rear  of  this  gentleman's  pre- 
mises is  in  a  direct  line  with  the  company's  works,  a 
distance  of  three  miles  over  St.  Ives  Bay,  and  the  parlour 
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window  was  broken  and  forced  inwards  and  the  cross-pieces 
broken  in  two  by  the  force  oE  the  explosion.  A  servant  was 
cleaning  the  window  at  the  time  and  suffered  a  severe 
shock,  but  otherwise  was  uninjured. 

Late  Distribution. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Management  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Portsmouth,  Portsea,  and  Gosport  Hospital,  on  January  15, 
Dr.  Claremont  drew  attention  to  the  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
the  medicines  in  the  wards.  The  medicines  were  ready  in 
the  corridors  for  distribution  at  one  o'clock,  but  they  were 
not  taken  to  the  wards  until,  late  in  the  evening,  and  could 
not  be  administered  until  the  next  morning.  The  Chairman 
promised  that  the  matter  should  be  looked  into.  Tenders 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  for  the  next  six  months  were 
received,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Philip  Harris  &  Co.,  of 
Birmingham,  was  accepted,  the  amount  being  314/.  17s. 
The  highest  tender  was  574?.  13s.  4i. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  dentist  has  discovered  another  rival.  A  correspondent 
to  a  local  paper  complains  that  medical  practitioners  act  as 
dentists  by  virtue  of  their  M.R  C.S.  qualification,  although 
they  are  not  dentally  qualified.  Formerly  the  tooth-pulling 
pharmacist  was  their  bate  noire,  but  now  there  are  others. 

The  Paris  Post  Offioe  needs  looking  after.  A  report  of 
Sir  Oliver  Lodge's  lecture  on  radium  was  addressed  to 
"  Mons.  Curie,  Sorbonne  Laboratories,  rue  Cuvie,  Paris."  It 
was  returned  marked  '•Inconnu"  in  three  places — two 
written  by  postmen  and  the  third  being  the  official  -stamp. 
'•Rue  Cuvier"  was  wanted. 

Mr.  T.  Charles,  chemist  and  druggist,  Burslem,  has  written 
to  the  local  Council  complaining  of  the  bad-smelling  coal- 
gas  supplied  to  the  town.  On  investigation  it  was  found  to 
be  due  to  our  old  friend  SH;.  and  was  caused  by  inferior  fuel 
and  defective  purifying-plant  at  the  works  at  Longport. 
The  gas-examiner  had  not  detected  it. 

At  a  well-known  refectory  in  Corporation  Street  on  Friday 
an  unusual  scene  was  witnessed.  A  party  of  five  young 
chemists  secured  a  table,  and  were  evidently  well  pleased 
with  themselves.  Inquiry  showed  that  they  had  success- 
fully come  through  the  Minor  ordeal,  four  of  them  at  their 
first  attempt,  and  were  celebrating  the  event  with  a  cold 
collation  of  chicken,  coffee,  and  pasties. 

The  Showell  sensation,  in  which  a  brewer  has  been 
arrested  and  charged  with  wrong-doing  and  remanded  on 
bail,  is  of  interest  to  pharmacists  chiefly  because  Mr. 
Charles  Showell  is  the  son  of  a  late  chemist  who  resided  at 
Oldbury,  and  who  made  a  name  for  himself  by  rectifying 
beers  which  had  gone  wrong.  Finding  that  many  small 
brewers  did  not  know  their  business,  he  started  a  brewery  in 
a  small  way  which  grew  into  enormous  proportions,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  present  big  concern. 

In  the  weekly  "Science  Notes''  of  the  '  Birmingham 
Post"  recently,  the  practice  of  professional  men  taking 
pupils  with  premiums  was  condemned.  It  was  suggested 
that  they  should  leave  the  training  to  the  technical  and 
other  schools,  and  obtain  their  assistants  from  the  schcols, 
paying  a  small  commencing  wage.  A  Birmingham  firm  have 
even  offered  scholarships  at  the  training  colleges  for  their 
brightest  apprentices  as  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  is  doing  at  the 
University  College,  Nottingham. 

In  the  presence  of  a  motley  group  of  second-hand  furniture- 
dealers  and  brokers,  the  whole  of  the  fixtures  and  stock  of 
Messrs.  Arblaster  &  Churchill  were  sold  by  public  auction  on 
January  19.  Prices  were  ridiculously  low,  and  such  articles 
as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  few  pharmacists  present — 
amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Arblaster,  sen  and  jun.,  Corfield, 
Reeve,  Prosser,  Billington,  and  Jennings — were  excellent 
bargains.  Tinctures  and  other  galenicals  passed  into  the 
hands  of  non-pharmaceutical  buyers  in  exchange  for  a 
shilling,  a  screw  tincture-press  sold  at  2s.  6d.,  42  lbs.  medi- 
cated sweets  did  not  produce  10s.,  heaps  of  plasters  2s.  QA., 
quart  shop-rounds  (olten  with  contents  of  much  value)  3d. 
apiece,  several  drawers  full  of  dispensing-appliances  5s.  6d., 
large  stone  filters  at  Is.  apiece,  half  a  Winchester  of  Al  cod- 
liver  oil,  with  bottle,  fetched  is  6i.  The  fixtures,  which  bad 
cost  500?.,  and  were  excellent  specimens  of  old-time  shop- 
furniture,  fared  much  better,  but  did  not  realise  nearly  their 
worth. 


The  Embezzlement  Case. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  January  15,  before  Sir 
Forrest  Fulton,  K.C.,  the  Recorder  of  London,  Robert 
Sothern  (33),  a  chemist's  traveller,  was  indicted  for  forgery, 
fraud  and  embezzlement,  and  obtaining  money  by  false  pre- 
tences from  his  former  employers,  Messrs.  Marion  James  &  Ker 
(Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Durham  Grove,  Hackney 
Wick  (see  C.  3;  D.,  January  2,  page  3).  Mr.  Brandon,  who , 
prosecuted,  said  prisoner  was  committed  for  trial  on  charges 
of  forging  and  uttering  two  orders  for  payment  of  18s.  and 
1?.  respectively  on  his  late  employers;  also  embezzling  two 
sums  of  19s.  and  12s  3  ?.  received  on  behalf  of  the  same 
firm,  and  also  for  obtaining  by  false  pretences  sums  of  8s., 
12s.,  7s  3d.,  18s.,  and  20s  ,  from  his  employers.  The  prisoner 
had  been  in  the  service  of  the  prosecutors  for  some  years, 
but  owing  to  certain  matters  that  came  to  the  knowledge  of., 
the  firm  he  was  discharged  on  June  16  last  year.  Subse- 
quently the  prosecutors  discovered  that  certain  customers  on 
whom  the  prisoner  had  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  had  paid 
him  their  accounts,  whilst  the  five  items  in  the  last  charges 
were  actually  collected  by  the  prisoner  subsequent  to  h's 
dismissal.  He  would  like  to  say  that  the  firm  had  bsen 
forced  to  take  proceedings  against  the  prisoner  to  repudiate 
the  suggestion  that  it  was  merely  a  matter  of  account,  and  not 
through  any  vindictive  feeling  against  the  prisoner,  who  had 
borne  a  good  character  for  years.  Mr.  Marion  James,  senior 
partner  of  the  firm,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  prisoner  was  engaged  and  said  that  that  engagement 
terminated  in  June  last.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Morle,  Mr. 
James  strenuously  denied  that  the  prisoner  was  in  their 
employ  up  to  the  end  of  July,  when  he  discharged  himself. 
It  was  correct  that  the  prisoner  did  collect  accounts,  and  at 
times  these  items  were  worked  out  into  a  balance  with  his 
salary  and  commission  and  the  balance  handed  over  to  the 
prisoner.  Mr.  Morle  said  that  was  the  defence  :  there  never 
was  a  specific  handing  over  of  sums  collected,  they  were 
bulked  together  and  balance  drawn  from  time  to  time.  In 
that  way  there  could  be  no  charge  of  fraud  or  intention  to- 
defraud.  Several  chemists  and  other  customers  of  the  firm 
were  called  to  prove  payments  to  the  prisoner  of  various 
small  items  which  Mr.  Brandon  said  the  prisoner  had  never 
given  any  account  of,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  prisoner's 
agreement  gave  him  no  power  to  retain  money  as  suggested. 
Mr.  Morle  said  it  was  clear  by  the  payments  of  the  prisoner . 
in  the  settlement  of  his  account  that  the  original  agree- 
ment had  been  varied  and  that  a  debit  and  credit  account 
had  actually  existed.  The  accused  gave  evidence  on  his 
own  behalf  which  bore  out  his  counsel's  statement.  The 
jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty  on  the  charges  of  fraud  and 
embezzlement,  and  the  Recorder  sentenced  him  to  five 
months'  imprisonment  in  the  second  division. 

Two  "Cures." 

A  recent  issue  of  the  "  Daily  News"  publishes  accounts  of 
"discoveries"  by  means  of  which  it  is  claimed  that  con- 
sumption and  cancer  can  be  cured.  Mr.  Morris  Evans,  an 
oil-manufacturer,  of  Festioiog,  North  Wales,  claims  to  have 
discovered  a  cure  for  consumption.  He  says  that  by 
blending  certain  oils  he  found  a  certain  cure  for  tuberculosis 
in  cattle.  Having  stamped  the  disease  out  in  cattle  experi- 
mented upon,  Mr.  Evans  devoted  his  attention  to  consump- 
tion in  human  beings,  with  noteworthy  success.  To  further 
demonstrate  the  possibilities  of  his  discovery  Mr.  Morris 
Evans  has  erected  a  sanatorium  at  Festiniog  for  experi- 
mental purposes.  A  young  Midland  chemist  named  T.  H. 
Gittins,  residing  at  Roseville,  Cosely,  near  Wolverhampton, 
claims  to  have  discovered  a  cancer-cure  consisting  of  a 
combination  of  drugs  for  application.  He  claims  to  have 
completely  cured  several  stubborn  cases,  including  persons 
of  between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Gittins 
has  had  an  interview  with  Sir  James  Sawyer,  of  Birmingham, 
and  is  in  communication  with  the  Cancer  Research  Society. 
He  is  confidentl  of  permanent  success,  and  offers  to  submit 
himself  to  twenty  years'  penal  servitude  if  he  is  wrong. 

The  Coroner  and  the  Cough-mixture. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Kensington  on  January  14  by  Mr, 
Drew  concerning  the  death  of  George  Daley  (six  months) 
the  son  of  a  laundress,  liviDg  at  Notting  Dale.    The  mother 
stated  that  the  child  had  had  a  cough,  and  she  went  to  a, 
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chemist,  who  gave  her  a  cough-mixture  and  a  small  quantity 
of  camphorated  oil  to  rub  its  chest  with.  She  did  not  call 
a  doctor  in,  and  the  child  died.  The  Caroner  told  the 
mother  it  was  a  serious  matter  when  they  went  for  skilled 
opinion  to  a  person  who  knew  nothing  about  the  treatment 
of  disease,  but  simply  the  making-up  of  medicines.  The 
mother  said  she  did  not  think  the  child  was  bad  enough  to 
call  in  a  doctor,  and  after  the  medicine  was  given  the  child's 
cough  seemed  easier,  and  she  thought  it  was  doing  good. 

The  bottle  of  cough-mixture  was  produced.  It  bore  the 
label : 

Is.  Teeth  carefully  extracted,  Is.  Cough-mixture  for  children. 
(P.J.  Formulary).  Dose  :  Under  6  months,  15  drops  ;  from  6  to 
12  months,  4  teaspoonful ;  above  that  age,  1  teaspoonful. — 
Watflon's  Drug-stores  (Limited),  39  Bramley  Road  and 
142  Walmer  Roid,  Notting  Hill. 

"  Charles  William  Powell,  chemist  and  druggist,  said  he  was 
manager  for  Watson's  Drug-stores  (Limited).  He  had  had 
no  training  in  medicine,  he  said,  in  reply  to  the  Coroner,  but 
he  sold  the  mother  a  stock  mixture. 

The  Coroner  :  You  did  not  know  the  cause  of  the  cough  ?  - 
No. 

The  Coroner :  You  sold  it  independently  of  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  cough  1 — Yes. 

The  Coroner  :  Why  did  you  prescribe  in  this  way  ? — It  is 
not  prescribing,  to  my  idea. 

The  Coroner:  What  is  the  contents  of  the  mixture?  — 
Ipecacuanha-wine,  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  dilute  acetic  acid, 
spirit  of  aniseed,  spirit  of  chloroform,  and  syrup  of  squills. 

The  Coroner  :  Well,  you  selected  the  medicine,  and  that 
is  prescribing.  What  quantity  of  the  spirit  of  chloroform 
did  it  contain  ? — One  drachm  to  40  oz  ,  and  then  its  strength 
is  only  one  in  ten,  and  it  is  put  in  simply  to  keep  it. 

The  Coroner  :  What  is  the  "P.J  Formulary"? — Oh,  that 
is  only  to  carry  out  fresh  requirements  under  the  Inland 
Revenue  Act.  We  must  not  sell  a  remedy  the  formula  of 
■which  is  a  secret  one  without  puttirig  a  stamp  on,  so  that 
we  advertise  the  formula  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal "  to 
-avoid  it. 

Dr.  Jackson  said  the  death  was  due  to  pneumonia,  and 
the  medicine  given  by  the  chemist  would  not  do  any  harm, 
neither  would  it  do  any  good. 

The  Coroner  said  the  cise  showed  the  danger  of  serious 
diseases  being  treated  in  a  casual  sort  of  way.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical  evidence. 

The  Non-poisonous  "  Poison." 
Dennis  O'Rourke  of  Lincoln  resolved  to  die  "all  on  account 
of  Maud,"  so  he  drank  from  the  "poison"  bott'e.  He  ap- 
peared subsequently  at  the  police  court,  and  was  told  that 
the  liniment  he  drank  was  not  poison  after  all.  It  had  been 
obtained  from  the  hospital,  and  as  it  was  for  outward  appli- 
cation only,  and  medicine  was  being  obtained  at  the  same 
time,  a  label  "poison"  was  placed  upon  the  liniment-bottle 
to  distinguish  the  two.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  liniment 
was  harmless.  The  dispensers  of  justice,  however,  pointed 
out  that  this  made  no  difference  to  the  charge,  for  the 
accused  drank  it  with  the  evident  intention  of  taking  his 
life.  So  the  despairing  Dennis  was  ordered  to  pay  lis.,  the 
costs  of  the  prosecution,  and  he  still  lives. 

Workhouse-drugs. 
Maidstone  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  T.  G.  Stonham  &  Sons,  chemists,  Maidstone,  for  the 
supply  of  disinfectants  for  the  ensuing  year  for  152/.  15s.  6i. 

In  approving  the  appointment  of  a  district  medical  officer 
for  Ashtead,  the  Local  Government  Board  informed  the 
Epsom  Guardians  that  they  thought  some  allowance  should 
be  made  for  expensive  drugs,  and  4Z.  was  added  to  the  salary 
accordingly. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Sculcoates  Board  of  Guardians  on 
Tuesday,  Dr.  Lilley  drew  attention  to  the  quarterly  drug-bill, 
which  amounted  to  102/.  3s  Qrf  ,  against  23Z.  8s.  Id.  for  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1901  and  31/.  7s.  lOi.  in  1902.  He 
did  not  infer  that  the  drugs  were  unnecessary,  but  he  wished 
to  find  out  whether  there  had  been  any  undue  use  or 
extravagance,  as  20/.  for  cod-liver  o;l  was  a  huge  item.  It 
was  decided  that  the  bill  should  be  gone  through  by  the 
Finance  Committee. 

At  a  meetiog  of  the  Hertford  and  Ware  Joint  Hospital 


B>ard  on  January  12,  Dr.  Boucher  submitted  a  list  of  drugs 
which  he  said  might  be  obtained  from  local  chemists  by 
contract.  Dr.  Shelly,  a  member  of  the  Board,  pointed  out 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  drugs  in  small  quantities  at  low 
prices,  and  said  the  Board  would  probably  get  inferior 
articles  if  they  pursued  that  policy.  As  an  instance  he 
pointed  out  that  eucalyptus  oil  could  be  obtained  at  prices 
varying  from  10s.  to  457.  (sic .')  Besides,  pure  eucalyptus 
was  scarcely  known  in  this  country.  There  was  as  much 
difference  between  the  real  article  and  that  generally 
supplied  as  there  was  between  German-made  whisky  and 
the  best  Scotch.  He  moved  -that  as  far  as  possible  the 
articles  named  in  Dr.  Boucher's  final  list,  other  than  drugs 
and  medical  comforts,  be  obtained  from  local  chemists  by 
tender,  and  this  was  carried. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Six  of  the  eleven  fatalities  that  have  resulted  from  poisoning 
during  the  past  week  have  been  misadventures,  and  three 
poisons — acetic  acid,  salt  of  lemon,  and  lead — are  un- 
scheduled. The  a°.etic  acid  was  taken  in  mistake  for  castor 
oil  by  a  young  man  named  Lister,  living  at  Cleckheaton.  He 
used  the  acid  for  warts,  and  it  was  kept  in  a  bottle  similar 
in  appearance  and  shape  and  on  the  same  shelf  as  the  castor- 
oil  bottle. — At  Norwich,  Sarah  Beckett  (60),  a  lady's 
companion,  committed  suicide  by  taking  a  quantity  oE  salt 
of  lemon,  which  had  been  purchased  from  a  chemist  at 
Cromer. — A  young  married  woman  at  Handsworth  having 
died  from  lead-poisoning,  it  was  elicited  at  the  inquest  that 
she  had  been  taking  lead  pills  for  a  considerable  time. 
"  The  jury  could  draw  their  own  conclusions  as  to  the 
object  of  it,"  said  the  Deputy-Coroner,  Mr.  A.  A. 
Betham. — Two  doctors  died  from  overdoses  of  morphine. 
Dr.  John  Baker,  of  Camber  well,  took  an  overdose  of 
chlorodyne  on  the  night  previous  to  his  wedding- 
day,  and  was  found  dead  in  bed  next  morning. 
Dr.  John  Lewis  Brown  died  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle, 
from  morphine-poisoning.  He  had  been  troubled  with 
rheumatism  and  insomnia,  and  a  bottle  of  morphine-tablets 
was  found  in  his  pocket. — James  Trigg,  a  Southend  cab- 
proprietor,  took  sixpennyworth  of  laudanum,  and  died  as  a 
result. — At  Liverpool,  Charles  Stapleton,  a  sailor,  who  had 
been  drinking  and  was  depressed,  took  some  chloroform  and 
died  in  the  Northern  Hospital. — A  West  Hartlepool  labourer, 
named  Tate,  poisoned  himself  with  carbolic  acid,  which  he  had 
obtained  for  disintecting-purposes. — Elizabeth  Birch  (71)  was 
found  dead  in  bed  at  Otley,  Yorks,  with  bottles  of  paregoric 
elixir  and  chlorodyne  by  her  side.  At  the  inquest  she  was 
stated  to  have  been  accustomed  to  taking  chlorodyne  for 
colds.  A  doctor  who  examined  the  body  stated  that  there 
was  a  pronounced  smell  of  carbolic  acid  on  the  body,  and  he 
was  of  opinion  that  carbolic  acid  had  been  taken. — An  old 
lady  at  Ryde,  Mrs.  Long  (82),  was  given  by  her  husband,  who 
is  over  ninety,  a  poisonous  liniment  in  mistake  for  medicine 
to  be  taken  internally,  and  died  from  the  effects  — Thomas 
Jones,  an  ironmonger  living  in  St.  Pancras,  was  found  dead 
in  his  room  on  January  14,  having  taken  "  poison  " — kind  not 
stated. 


3ri0b  IRewe. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  recent  examinations 
held  in  Dublin : 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — R.  Hamilton,  J.  M. 
Smyth,  H.  Ramage,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Hunter,  A.  S.  Scott,  C. 
Doorly,  J.  Wilson,  H.  E.  Young,  and  T.  J.  Carroll  passed. 
Ten  candidates  were  rejected. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination. — C.  J.  Farren,  G. 
Faulkner,  J.  F.  Grimes  passed.  Three  candidates  were  re- 
jected. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant  Examination. — W.  B.  Stewart 
and  S.  Fleming  passed.    One  candidate  was  rejected. 

Preliminary  Examination. — J.  Reidy,  T.  J.  Orr,  T.  J.  May, 
R.  S.  White,  G.  H.  Dixon,  and  J.  McCann  passed.  Five 
candidates  were  rejected. 
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The  Belfast  C.  &  D.  Concert, 

which  is  fixed  for  January  28,  is  being  looked  forward  to 
with  interest.  As  it  happens  on  the  early-closing  day,  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  Ulster  Hall  will  be  well  filled. 

Breaking  and  Entering. 

A  young  man  was  this  week  charged  at  the  Belfast  Police 
Court  with  breaking  and  entering  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Gibson,  King  Street,  Belfast.  The  prisoner,  who  was 
found  concealed  amongst  some  boxes,  was  sent  for  trial  to 
the  next  Recorder's  Court. 

Personal. 

Mr.  George  D.  Beggs,  M.P.S.,  Medical  Hall,  Railway  Road, 
Dalkey,  has  been  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Dalkey  Urban 
Council. 

Mr.  William  Baxter,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Coleraine> 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
that  town.  gg| 

Mr.  McCarthy,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Clontarf,  has  been 
elected  as  councillor  for  the  Clontarf  West  Ward  of  the 
Dublin  Corporation  by  a  large  majority. 

An  Irish  Exhibit. 

The  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  is  organising  an 
exhibit  of  Irish-manufactured  goods  for  the  St.  Louis 
Exhibition,  the  space  allotted  to  this  department  covering 
6j  acres.  Amongst  the  products  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
represented  are  chemicals,  and  circulars  have  been  issued  to 
manufacturers  on  the  subject.  Amongst  the  facilities 
offered  are  free  transit  from  any  part  of  Ireland,  while, 
broadly  speaking,  the  exhibits  will  be  arranged,  stored,  and 
maintained  five  of  expense,  and  any  remaining  unsold  will 
be  returned,  carriage  paid  and  insured,  to  the  owner. 

A  Revoked  Bequest. 

Oi  January  15  a  man  named  Kerr,  living  in  ^Lower 
Girdiner  Street,  Dublin,  attempted  to  commit  suicide  by 
taking  opium.  The  police  were  sent  for,  and  in  the  room  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Coroner  was  found,  in  which  was  the 
following:  '•  I  have  deliberately  poisoned  myself  sooner  than 
starve  to  death.  I  bequeath  my  body  to  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  I  die  an  atheist  perfectly  sane."  The  police 
had  Kerr  removed  to  hospital,  and  he  has  recovered  under 
treatment.  He  will  be  charged  at  the  police-office  with 
attempting  to  commit  suicide. 

The  Late  Sir  E.  M.  Hodgson. 

;  The  usual  statutory  notice  is  published  requesting  creditors 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Hodgson,  senior  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Mc Master,  Hodgson  &  Co.,  Dublin,  to  forward 
their  claims  forthwith  to  Messrs.  Michael  Larken  &  Co., 
solicitors  for  the  executors,  at  51  Dame  Street,  Dublin. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Dublin  County  Council  on  Jan- 
uary 14,  Col.  Lindsay  proposed,  Mr.  Mooney  seconded,  and 
several  members  supported,  a  resolution  expressing  deep 
regret  at  the  death  of  such  a  valued  colleague  as  Sir  Edward 
Hodgson,  whose  courteous  manner  and  kindly  disposition 
endeared  him  to  every  member  of  the  Council,  and  expressing 
sympathy  with  Lady  Hodgson  and  family  in  the  great  loss 
they  have  sustained. 


Scotch  IRewe. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Special  Appeal. 

*The  pharmaceutical  evening-meeting  notice  issued  from 
the  North  British  Branch  last  week  was  accompanied  by  a 
special  appeal  for  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Charity  is  twice  blest ; 
It  blesaeth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that  takes. 

— POETIA. 

So  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  quoted,  thus  making  a  new  record 
for  official  literature  on  this  subject. 


A  Pharmacist  Optician. 

The  President  of  the  Glasgow  Optical  Society,  Mr.  Robert 
Tocher,  Ph.C,  presided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
on  January  18.  We  hope  later  on  to  refer  more  fully  to 
Mr.  Tocher's  thoughtful  address. 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  T.  Young,  chemist,  Kilmarnock,  has  repurchased  his 
old  business  in  King  Street  from  Mr.  J.  S.  Templeton.  Mr. 
Young  has  been  out  of  business  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
this  is  his  second  experience  of  selling  and  repurchasing. 

George  Don  Memorial. 

It  has  now  been  decided  that  the  memorial  to  George 
Don,  the  Forfar  botanist,  shall  take  the  form  of  an  obelisk 
17  feet  high.  The  original  intention  to  erect  it  over  his 
grave  in  the  churchyard  of  Forfar  has  been  departed  from, 
in  favour  of  a  site  in  the  fine  Reid  Park,  which  will  be  much 
more  suitable  and  prominent.  At  the  same  time  a  portion 
of  the  money  will  be  devoted  to  providing  an  appropriate 
memorial-stone  to  be  placed  over  his  grave. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Forfar  Town  Council  on  Tuesday, 
application  was  made  for  the  erection  of  the  Don  monument, 
on  the  high  level  of  the  Reid  Park.  Bailie  Ritchie  moved, 
and  Councillor  Michie  seconded,  that  the  application  be  dis- 
missed. This,  on  a  vote,  was  agreed  to  by  eight  to  five. 
The  excuse  the  opponents  gave  was  that  the  monument  is  to 
be  a  tombstone  1  "  Farfar  fowkie"are  proverbially  queer, 
and  we  hope  the  organisers  of  the  memorial  will  not  give  the 
county  town  the  opportunity  of  chappin'  back,  but  will  con 
sider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a  Don  obelisk  on  a  hill-top 
in  Clova.  It  would  be  useful  there,  and  would  command 
the  scene  of  Don's  greatest  discoveries. 

In  the  West  Countree. 

Mr.  J.  Walker,  chemist,  of  12  St.  James'  Place,  Paisley,  has 
lately  had  his  shop  enlarged  and  modernised.  He  has  also 
a  branch  establishment  at  21  Neilston  Road,  in  the  same 
town. 

Mr.  W.  Bruce  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist,  9  Lynedoch 
Street,  Greenock,  has  recently  introduced  a  somewhat  novel 
advertising-device  in  connection  with  his  check-till.  For 
every  5s.  worth  of  checks  returned  he  gives  a  cake  of  special 
superfatted  skin-soap.  The  idea  has  caught  on  well  and 
undoubtedly  draws  customers,  besides  educating  purchasers 
to  ask  for  a  receipt. 

Medicine-mistake. 

On  January  13,  Mr.  Peter  Hynd,  of  Troon,  who  had  been  a 
martyr  to  asthma  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  in  the  habit 
of  using  certain  remedies  to  alleviate  the  trouble,  swallowed 
a  teaspoonful  of  a  fluid  which  he  believed  to  be  a  well-known 
stomachic  elixir.  Mr.  Hynd  soon  discovered,  from  the  dis- 
agreeable symptoms  which  followed,  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  and  taken  a  mixture  used  for  inhalation.  Thinking 
that  nothing  amiss  would  occur,  he  entered  the  conveyance 
waiting  for  him  and  proceeded  to  the  harbour.  About  an 
hour  later  Mr.  Hynd  complained  of  severe  sickness,  and  a 
doctor  had  just  arrived  when  he  became  unconscious.  He 
never  rallied,  and  died  in  his  office.  The  Glasgow  chemist  who 
supplied  the  mixture  says  it  contained  sulphate  of  atropine. 

Marriage  of  a  Lady  Chemist. 

Miss  A.  Y.  W.  Spence,  chemist  and  druggist,  Linlithgow, 
was  married  on  January  19  to  Captain  Archibald  Wood. 
Miss  Spence,  who  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Robert  Spence  and  Mrs.  Christina  M.  Spence,  chemist  and 
druggist,  135  High  Street,  Linlithgow,  N.B.,  was  given  away 
by  her  brother,  Bailie  Alexander  Spence,  also  a  che~ist  and 
drugeist.  Miss  Spence  passed  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
qualifying  examination  at  Edinburgh  in  April,  1892,  being 
the  first  lady  to  present  herself  before  the  Scotch  Board  of 
Examiners  under  the  two  days'  examination.  The  bride- 
groom is  the  only  surviving  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Archibald 
Wood,  of  Barbourne,  Worcester.  The  bridegroom's  father 
and  grandfather  were  officers  in  the  army,  the  latter  being 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  Alter  the  weeding  Mrs. 
Spence  entertained  a  large  company  to  dinner  and  dance  at 
Low  Valley  House,  Blackness,  Linlithgow. 
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Winding-up. 

The  followed  appeared  in  the  "  Scotsman  "  of  January  18 : 

The  Scottish  Drug  Depot  (Limited). — A  petition  has  been 
presented  to  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  (First  Division- 
Mr.  Couper,  clerk)  by  Mrs.  Isabella  Mathie,  17  Grange  Terrace, 
Edinburgh,  wife  of  Robert  Binnie  Mathie,  banker,  residing  there, 
with  consent  <fler  said  husband,  praying  their  Lordships  to  order 
that  the  Scottish  Drug  Depot  i Limited)  be  wound  up  by  the  Court, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Companies  Acts,  1862  to  1900,  and  to 
appoint  an  official  liquidator  of  the  said  Company,  in  terms  of, 
and  with  all  the  powers  conferred  by,  the  said  Acts  ;  upon  which 
petition  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased  to  pronounce  the  fol- 
lowing interlocutor — viz. : 

"  Edinburgh,  January  16, 1901.  The  Lords  appoint  the  petition 
to  be  intimated  on  the  walls  and  in  the  minute-book  in  common 
form,  and  to  be  served  upon  the  Scottish  Drug  Depot  (Limited)  ; 
also  appoint  a  notice  of  the  petition  to  be  advertised  once  in  the 
'  Edinburgh  Gazette '  and  once  in  each  of  the  'Scotsman'  and 
'  Glasgow  Herald  '  newspapers  ;  and  allow  the  said  Scottish  Drug 
Depot  (Limited),  and  all  persons  having  interest  to  lodge  answers, 
if  so  advised,  within  eight  days  after  such  intimation,  service,  and 
advertisement.— Kinross,  I  P.D." 

Of  all  which  intimation  is  hereby  given. 

William  L.  H.  Paterson,  S.S.C.  (Petitioner's  Agent). 

33  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh,  January  16,  1904. 

This  company  has  been  trading  in  Edinburgh  for  some 
years. 

A  Permanent  Appointment. 

Dr.  Lithgow,  of  Cleland,  was  in  1892  appointed  medical 
officer  to  the  workmen  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Gibb  &  Sons  in 
Auchinlee  quarry,  in  Messrs.  Thomas  King  &  Co.'s  quarry, 
and  in  Messrs.  Barr  &  Higgins's  colliery  at  Cleland,  by  a  com- 
mittee representing  the  masters  and  men  of  these  works,  and 
in  order  to  give  Dr.  Lithgow  greater  security  of  employ- 
ment, it  was  agreed  between  him  and  the  committee  that 
the  latter  should  be  a  permanent  medical  committee  to 
consider  complaints  on  either  side,  and  by  which  alone  the 
pursuer  could  be  dismissed.  On  February  27,  1903,  Messrs. 
Gibb  wrote  to  Dr.  Lithgow  stating  that  their  men  had  elected 
another  medical  officer,  and  asked  them  to  intimate  that  the 
pursuer's  services  would  cease  after  February  28,  1903. 
Thereupon  Dr.  Lithgow  took  action  against  Messrs.  Gibb 
before  Sheriff  Boyd  to  have  it  declared  that  his  removal  was 
incompetent.  This  the  Sheriff  has  now  agreed  to,  and  in  his 
judgment  says  the  action  shows  the  prudence  of  the  pursuer 
in  seeking  security  from  the  hostility  of  individuals.  It 
appears  that  Mr.  C.  N.  Gibb,  defenders'  managing  director, 
and  Dr.  Lithgow  are  on  the  Auchinlee  Parish  Council,  and 
some  difference  arose  between  them,  in  which  the  other 
members  sided  with  the  pursuer  and  censured  Mr  C.  N.  Gibb, 
who  threatened  to  make  the  doctor  regret  it.  Hence  all  the 
trouble. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

A  few  "  ads."  of  New  Year's  gifts  in  perfumes,  &c,  still 
linger  in  the  public  Press ;  but  the  consensus  of  opinion  is 
that  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  trade  of  1903-4  has  been 
a  comparative  fiasco. 

Medical  men  are  very  indignant  that  the  Corporation 
should  ask  them  to  do  re-vaccinations  at  Is.  Qcl.  each  and 
provide  their  own  lymph.  The  Southern  Medical  Society  is 
to  take  up  arms  on  behalf  of  the  profession. 

An  enterprising  suburban  chemist  is  endeavouring  to  edu- 
cate the  public  in  galenic  pharmacy  by  showing  in  his 
window  a  percolator  in  action  producing  his  balsamic  pine 
cough-syrup,  together  with  specimens  of  the  barks  and 
balsams  which  form  the  marc. 

The  formation  of  a  class,  under  the  auspices  of  the  B.O.A., 
for  practical  instruction  in  sight-testing,  &c,  and  the  revival 
of  the  Glasgow  Optical  Society,  has  given  the  opticians' 
trade  quite  a  fillip  here.  Chemists  especially  are  receiving 
assiduous  attention  from  opticians'  travellers. 

There  is  some  soreness  locally  because  a  recent  official 
communication  to  the  C.  $f  D.  makes  it  appear  that  Glasgow 
chemists  are  supporting  grocers  in  an  agitation  for  the 
modification  of  the  latest  Somerset  House  deliverances  as  to 
medicine-stamp  law.  There  has  been  no  such  rapprochement, 
and  it  is  inherently  incredible  that  there  should  be.  [Meet- 
ings of  representative  chemists  and  grocers  have  nevertheless 
taken  place,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  learn  on  whose 
behalf  the  chemists  have  acted  — Editor.] 
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EDUCATIONAL  MEETING. 

A MEETING  of  the  members  of  the  Society  was  held  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  January  20,  at  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  to  hear  and  discuss  two  papers  of  educational 
interest. 

The  President  (Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins)  was  in  the  chair,  and  he 
was  supported  by  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  and 
the  Secretary.  There  were  between  thirty  and  forty  persons 
present,  amongst  them  being  Professors  Attfield,  Jackson, 
Green,  and  Greenish,  and  Messrs.  T.  Maben,  R.  A.  Robinson, 
Walter  Hills,  E.  Morell  Holmes,  E.  Murton  Holmes, 
I.  Bourdas,  F.  W.  Branson,  F.  Davis,  W.  Warren,  Leo 
Atkinson,  Harold  Matthews,  F.  Ransom,  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
A.  C.  Wootton,  M.  Carteighe,  E.  White,  R.  Feaver  Clarke, 
and  J.  W.  Bowen. 

The  President  began  the  proceedings  at  about  3.15  by 
mentioning  the  receipt  of  numerous  apologetic  telegrams 
and  letters,  the  senders  being  Dr.  Symes,  Mr.  A.  Cooper, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Cross,  Professor  Smithells,  Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Gerrard,  Professor  J.  M.  Thomson,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver. 

The  President  then  asked  to  be  allowed  to  say  "just 
one  word"  about  the  business  of  the  afternoon.  He  regarded 
the  meeting  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance  It  may 
indicate  the  commencement  of  a  departure  in  the  process  of 
pharmaceutical  training.  Professor  Wild,  who  had  come 
from  Manchester  to  give  an  address,  can  speak  with  unique 
authority.  He  knows  the  workings  and  capabilities 
of  our  universities,  and  has  had  experience  with 
pharmaceutical  students.  It  is  a  unique  distinction 
to  possess  those  two  sides  of  the  equation.  Without 
wishing  to  anticipate  what  the  authors  of  the  papers  were 
going  to  say,  the  speaker  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  long 
observation,  his  deeply  settled  conviction  is  that  the  goal 
and  end  of  education  is  to  aim  at  the  production  of  highly 
cultured  pharmacists.  That  is  a  position  that  can  be 
attacked  on  the  ground  of  cui  bono,  and  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  debate  the  question.  The  object  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  pharmaceutical  students  is  not  to  shield  them  from 
competition,  bat  to  prepare  them  for  it.  In  regard  to  Mr. 
Gadd's  paper,  it  is  on  the  same  lines  as  one  that  gentleman 
read  at  Bristol  in  the  summer,  but  upon  which  discussion  was 
crowded  out  from  lack  of  time. 

The  President  then  called  upon  Professor  R.  B.  Wild  to 
read  his  paper  entitled 

University  Education  for  Pharmacists. 
Professor  Wild  recalled  the  establishment  of  the  phar- 
maceutical department  of  Owens  College,  Manchester,  in 
1883,  by  the  late  Professor  Leech.  The  speaker,  having  been 
connected  with  the  department  for  some  time,  hoped  that 
his  views  on  the  subject  as  an  outsider  might  be  of 
use.  Although  he  should  express  his  opinions  frankly, 
and  they  might  not  meet  with  entire  approval,  he  looked 
forward  to  receiving  much  information  from  that  Conference. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  saw  the  necessity  of  founding  a 
school  of  pharmacy  some  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  subject  of 
university  training  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  late  Mr. 
F.  Baden  Benger  at  Liverpool  in  1870,  and  afterwards 
elaborated  by  Professor  Attfield  and  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins.  But 
the  question  is  still  unsettled,  if  he  mis>ht  judge  by  the 
reports  in  the  various  journals.  Recently  the  matter  has 
been  dealt  with  by  Fraser,  Tocher,  Kirkby,  Genard,  Grier, 
and  Gadd.  Professor  Leech,  in  1899,  in  his  address  to  the 
students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy— almost  his  last  public 
utterance— dwelt  on  the  future  course  of  pharmaceutical 
evolution,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  pharmacist^ 
the  future  will  require  an  increasingly  large  amount  of 
knowledge.    Pharmacy,  like  medicine, 

RARELY  LEADS  TO  FORTUNE, 

and  it  is  this  work  for  work's  sake  that,  to  his  mind,  consti- 
tutes the  difference  between  a  trade  and  a  profession.  After 
watching  the  student-work   and  after-career  of  men  who 
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had  come  under  his  observation,  the  speaker  said  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  hardly  any  department 
of  human  activity  which  affords  such  an  inadequate 
reward.  The  legitimate  work  of  pharmacy  is  becoming 
more  limited,  amongst  the  reasons  being  the  sale  of 
pharmaceutical  articles  by  large  shops,  company  pharmacy, 
and  factory-made  medicines.  The  diminution  of  the  work 
of  the  pharmacist  is,  however,  only  the  reflex  of  the  altera- 
tion that  is  taking  place  in  medical  practice.  The  alteration 
is  due  to  many  causes,  such  as  the  increasing  tendency  to 
remove  patients  to  isolation  or  special  hospitals,  the 
wintering  abroad  of  the  wealthier  class  of  invalids,  and  the 
fact  that  other  methods  of  treatment  are  replacing  the  use 
of  drugs. 

Some  look  upon  the  dispensing  of  medicine  by  doctors 
as  a  cause  of  the  decline  of  pharmacy,  and  think  the 
separation  of  dispensing  and  prescribing  desirable.  Less 
dispensing  would  be  done  by  medical  men  if  the  prescrip- 
tion were  retained  by  the  chemist  and  not  passed  round 
amongst  the  patient's  friends.  He  (the  speaker)  saw  no 
prospect  of  the  abandonment  of  dispensing  by  doctors,  as  the 
remuneration  offered  in  some  districts  where  the  practice  is 
rife  will  not  bear  division  between  two  qualified  men.  It  is 
also  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  evolution  of  the  present-day 
medical  man  from  the  apothecary,  patients  still  expect  to 
receive  their  medicine  from  those  who  prescribe  it.  It  is 
often  stated  that  medical  men  are  not  capable  of  dispensing 
medicine,  owing  to  inadequate  training  in  pharmacy,  but  he 
would  point  out  that,  unlike  pharmacists,  doctors 

ONLY  DISPENSE  THEIR  OWN  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

By  his  training  a  doctor  is  amply  qualified  to  dispense  his 
own  prescriptions.  Reasonable  grounds  exist  for  dis- 
satisfaction in  pharmacy,  but  perhaps  the  complex  organism 
of  pharmacy  has  not  quite  adapted  itself  to  a  changing 
environment.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
the  development  of  pharmacy  has  not  seemed  to  be  on 
parallel  lines  with  general  development,  the  same  remark 
applying  equally  to  the  medical  profession.  Professor  Wild 
then  went  on  to  suggest  that  as  the  trade  aspect  of  pharmacy 
does  not  hold  out  much  promise  it  is  well  to  consider  if  there 
is  not  more  prospect  to  the  scientifically  trained 
pharmacist.  Mr.  Atkins  at  Manchester  some  years  ago 
said  it  behoved  pharmacists  to  develop  the  scientific 
parts  of  their  work,  and  events  that  have  transpired  since 
emphasise  the  desirability.  If  one  compares  the  present-day 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  public  cr  of  pharmacists  with 
that  possessed  thirty  years  ago,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
pharmacists  of  the  early  period  possessed  greater  knowledge 
than  they  now  possess.  In  the  medical  profession  many 
subjects  have  been  added,  and  a  course  of  at  least  five  years' 
study  is  required;  dentists  undergo  a  severe  training;  nurses 
require  a  three-years'  course ;  and  now  even  midwives  have 
to  show  that  they  have  undergone  a  course  of  study. 
There  is,  moreover,  a  tendency  to  insist  as  much  upon  a 
curriculum  as  upon  examinations. 

A  NEW  ERA  IS  DAWNING 

in  that  universities  are  taking  upon  themselves  the  highest 
development  of  the  technical  education  of  the  people 
amongst  whom  they  are  placed.  A  university  degree  is  well 
understood  by  the  public  as  the  hall-mark  of  general  educa- 
tion. Candidates  for  the  Major  examination  do  an  equivalent 
amount  of  work  to  wh  t  is  required  for  some  degrees,  and  jet 
how  few  members  of  the  public  are  able  to  distinguish 
between  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
Continuing,  Professor  Wild  said  he  did  not  think  it  desirable 
to  institute  a  special  degree  in  pharmacy,  but  he  advocated 
that  pharmaceutics  be  included  in  the  list  of  optional 
subjects  for  the  B.Sc.  degree.  It  was  soon  hoped  to  bfgin 
in  this  direction  in  Manchester.  He  wished  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  he  did  not  desire  that  the  University  d  gree 
be  the  entrance  to  the  register.  The  work  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  demands  readiness  in  applying  his  know- 
ledge and  good  business  capacity.  The  education  is,  there- 
fore, both  scientific  and  technical.  The  testing  of  the 
possession  of  technical  knowledge  should  remain  in  the 
hands  of  pharmacists.  The  examination  in  the  pure 
science  subjects  should  be  separate  and  taken  at  an  earlier 
period,  as  the  Intermediate  examination  at  a  University. 
It  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  all  that  a  curriculum  I 
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be  established  and  the  work  distributed  over  a  longer  period. 
A  year  to  devote  to  science  subjects  was  not  too  long,  and 
to  this  could  be  added  a  wider  knowledge  of  physics  and 
biology — the  Intermediate  Science  examination  to  be  taken 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  such  examination  to  be  accepted 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  equivalent  subjects. 
The  second  year  could  be  devoted  to  the  pharmaceutical 
subjects  required  for  the  Minor  and  Major,  with  the  addition 
of  elementary  pharmacology  and  urine-analysis.  The  third 
year  would  be  devoted  to  the  special  work  required  for  the 
Final  B.Sc.  examination,  and  include  advanced  organic 
chemistry  and  quantitative  analysis,  toxicology,  and 
bacteriology. 

HAVING  PASSED  THE  BSC.  EXAMINATION, 

the  candidate  would  then  be  eligible  for  the  D.Sc.  degree. 
Professor  Wild  further  elaborated  his  scheme.  A  lad  of 
sixteen,  for  instance,  would  pass  the  Preliminary  examination 
of  the  university  where  he  intended  graduating,  such 
examination  being  accepted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  the  Preliminary,  and  being  best  passed  straight  from  a 
secondary  school.  The  three  years'  apprenticeship  would 
then  be  taken,  a  knowledge  of  business  and  training  in  neat- 
ness and  manual  dexterity  being  best  acquired  when  young. 
The  scientific  work  outlined  above  would  follow,  work  in 
pure  science  being  better  assimilated  when  the  student  is 
older.  It  was  also  a  mutual  advantage  for  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  students  to  be  in  contact,  as  they  would  be 
in  the  curriculum  outlined  above.  A  knowledge  of  ele- 
mentary physiology  is,  he  thought,  necessary  now  that  so 
many  remedies  are  derived  from  animals.  In  regard  to 
pharmacology,  the  speaker  held  that  some  knowledge  of 
this  subject,  especially  of  the  action  of  poisons,  was  essen- 
tial. It  would  tend  to  check  indiscriminate  prescribing,  as 
it  is  well  known  that  ignorance  is  prone  to  rashness.  Then 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  course.  In  Scotland  the  Carnegie  Trust 
could  probably  be  relied  on ;  in  England  there  ar^  County 
Council  scholarships  available,  and  doubtless  some  bene- 
factors would  come  forward  and  endow  scholarships  for 
pharmacists.  University  status  would  in  itself  attract  a 
class  of  men  better  able  to  afford  the  expense.    As  to  the 

PROSPECTS  OF  A  SCIENTIFIC  PHARMACIST, 

as  long  as  there  is  suffering,  humanity  will  require  the 
assistance  of  pharmacists.  Active  principles  might  replace 
galenicals,  and  serums  and  toxins  may  be  replaced,  but 
whilst  this  is  taking  place  an  ever-increasing  fabric  of 
pathological  action  would  be  growing  up.  There  would  be 
work  for  the  pharmacist  in  the  research-laboratories  of 
universities,  and  in  assisting  doctors  in  clinical  examinations 
of  excretions  or  bacteria.  The  maintenance  of  electrical 
apparatus  and  even  photographic  work  were  work  which  a 
scientifically  trained  pharmacist  could  undertake.  Many 
medical  men  would  be  glad  to  have  their  clinical  work  done 
under  their  eyes  in  preference  to  sending  it  away  to 
institutions.  The  posts  of  public  analysts  would  be  better 
filled  by  men  having  a  knowledge  of  drugs.  Men  would  be 
available  as  research-workers  attached  to  manufactories 
instead  of,  as  at  present,  being  dependent  on  foreigners. 
Every  hospital  and  infirmary  should  have  only  a  qualified 
dispenser,  and  the  work  should  be  looked  upon  as 
a  science  qualification.  The  army  and  navy  should 
provide  positions  for  a  number  of  qualified  men,  and 
there  would  be  posts  to  fill  in  schools  of  pharmacy. 
There  are  many  functions  that  a  well-trained  scientific 
man  can  perform  in  every  civilised  country,  but  it  is 
important  to  remember  that,  as  a  rule,  there  is  no  use  for 
half-trained  men.  Will  pharmacists  take  up  the  scientific 
work  thus  outlined  or  leave  it  to  others,  whilst  leaving  the 
commercial  part  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  large  com- 
panies 1  To  the  speaker's  mind  this  was  a  solution  of  the 
present  difficulties,  and  if  taken  advantage  of,  would  be  found 
to  bring  increased  honour  and  pro-perity. 
The  next  paper  was  by  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  on 

Concurrent  Curricula. 

Mr.  Gadd's  paper  was  a  development  of  his  contribution  ti 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Bristol  in  August. 
The  qualification  for  the  position  of  chemist  and  drugg's"; 
should  not  be  too  high  or  the  supp'y  of  fit  men  will  fail. 
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There  is  room  for  the  highest  in  pharmacy,  but  regulations 
for  admittance  must  be  framed  for  the  rank-and-file.  Mr. 
Gadd  had  something  to  say  about  the  futility  of  the  examina- 
tion-system and,  in  referring  to  the  brighter  educational  day 
which  is  dawning,  quoted  Sir  Wm.  Ramsay's  advocacy  of  less 
dependence  on  examinations  and  more  consideration  of 
methods  of  training.  Examination  is,  one  would  have 
thought,  the  least  important  of  the  methods  by  which  the  fit- 
ness of  men  to  be  pharmacists  should  be  gauged  ;  for  in  the 
preparation  of  galenicals  it  is  not  so  much  the  tests  which  can 
be  applied  to  the  finished  product  which  ensure  efficiency, 
as  the  method  of  manufacture.  It  is  more  satisfactory  to 
take  a  drug  of  known  origin  and  evident  value,  and  to  treat 
it  by  the  most  approved  methods  of  extraction  and  exhaus- 
tion, than  to  examine  the  finished  galenical  by  the  most 
stringent  physical  or  even  chemical  tests,  and  it  is  more  im- 
portant to  obtain  the  right  material  and  to  mould  it  in  the 
right  way  to  make  a  pharmacist,  than  to  examine  the  finished 
product  to  see  if  it  is  of  the  nature  and  substance  demanded 
for  the  public  weal.  Mr  Gadd  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the 
advantages  of  apprenticeship,  and  the  system  he  advocates 
of  a  course  of  college  instruction  during  apprenticeship. 
The  educational  facilities  already  exist  in  most  large  towns 
of  the  Kingdom.  A  scheme  to  occupy  three  years  was  out- 
lined, the  instruction  beiDg  designed  to  occupy  ten  hours 
each  week.  The  scheme  is  similar  to  that  given  in  the  C.  4" 
August  1,  1903,  page  244,  except  that  in  the  first  year  botany 
is  added,  the  time  devoted  to  other  subjects  being  diminished. 
Apprenticeship  under  such  a  scheme  would  be  little  more 
than  half-time  employment,  and  an  employer  could  ask  for 
a  higher  premium  for  an  apprentice  taken  under  such  con- 
ditions. 

Discussion. 

Professor  Jackson  expressed  himself  in  complete  accord 
with  Professor  Wild's  views,  but  thought  the  paper  was 
rather  a  counsel  of  perfection.  The  suggestions  were  of  the 
highest  value  to  pharmacists,  and  he  did  not  think  Professor 
Wild  would  have  felt  called  upon  to  make  them  had  he  not 
thought  that  pharmacy  requires  them.  The  loss  of  the  art 
of  pharmacy  would  be  a  great  one ;  there  would  be  an 
amount  of  experience  lost  that  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the 
world.  Pharmacy  was  often  sneered  at  by  those  who  were 
ignorant  of  what  it  really  was,  and  he  could  not  look  with 
equanimity  on  the  substitution  of  text-book  knowledge.  In 
the  course  of  his  duties  he  had  examined  half-a-dozen  Major 
candidates  whose  knowledge  of  their  subjects  ranked  with 
the  highest  he  had  found  in  universities.  To  him  it 
was  pitiable  that  those  men  were  being  wasted.  The 
question  was  not  so  much  that  of  increasing  the 
scientific  knowledge,  but  of  using  it  when  obtained. 
It  is  only  by  gettirjg  the  ear  of  the  public  that  it  is  possible 
to  get  pharmacy  appreciated.  Pharmacy  is  not  appreciated 
by  medical  men  or  the  public  at  large,  and  that  is  due  solely 
to  ignorance.  What  is  wanted  is  an  opportunity  of  showing 
the  public  the  real  value  of  the  art  of  pharmacy,  which  is 
threatened  with  destruction.  Anyone  could  in  two  years 
get  up  the  amount  of  scientific  knowledge  to  pass  any 
examination,  but  it  is  different  in  pharmacy.  The  fact  is 
the  real  nature  of  the  art  of  pharmacy  has  never  yet  been 
understood.  He  knew  from  experiments  that  there  is  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  action  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  and 
the  same  evaporated  in  vacuo.  The  reason  for  this  difference 
cannot  be  given  by  any  scientific  man  at  the  present  time. 
There  are  questions  in  pharmacy  which  have  never  been 
dreamt  of.  The  molecular  physics  of  pharmacy  is  a  ground 
hitherto  untouched.  He  suggested  that  the  ear  of  the 
public  could  be  obtained  by  opening  the  question  of  "What 
is  pharmacy  1 "  A  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty  of  do:ng 
this  would  be  to  start  in  the  crowded  parts  of  a  big  town 
a  public  pharmacy  to  which  poor  patients,  who  will  not  go 
to  hospitals  because  they  prefer  to  pay  something,  could  take 
a  prescription  and  get  it  dispensed  at  cost  price.  The 
pharmacy  would  need  to  be  subsidised,  and  in  addition  to 
teaching  the  public  what  pharmacy  is,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  back  the  art  of  writing  prescriptions.  In  the 
south,  at  least — he  could  not  speak  for  the  north — medical 
men  are  not  taught  prescription-writing;  that  art  is  a  sealed 
book.  There  is  a  subtle  but  real  difference  between  the 
action  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  pure  active  sub- 
sixnces.    Pharmacists  do  not  do  justice  to  their  own  art; 


the  modesty  of  pharmacists  has  stood  in  the  way  of  adequate 
recognition.  He  doubted  if  it  is  wise  to  raise  the  question 
of  pharmacists  taking  the  position  of  public  analysts.  It 
would  raise  a  storm  of  criticism,  and  the  pharmacists  would 
naturally  be  told  to  attend  to  their  own  business  instead  of 
trying  to  take  other  people's  work  away.  There  is  a  bright  day 
dawning  for  pharmacy  when  the  difference  between  galenicals 
and  the  so-called  scientific  principles  of  drugs  will  be 
realised. 

Professor  Greenish  spoke  of  the  scheme  as  concise  and 
intelligible,  and  said  it  would  in  many  respects  com- 
mend itself  to  the  leaders  of  the  profession.  As  he  under- 
stood it,  Professor  Wild  would  take  a  lad  from  school  and 
place  him  in  a  pharmacy  and  then  in  a  college.  He  (the 
speaker)  doubted  whether  this  placing  of  a  young  man  in 
the  pharmacy  straight  off  would  be  altogether  successful. 
His  experience  had  shown  him  that  the  student  is  apt  to 
lose  the  habit,  faculty,  or  desire  to  acquire  knowledge,  and 
that  habit  costs  a  lot  to  regain.  The  young  lad  should  be 
encouraged  to  commence  his  studies  immediately  he  enters 
bis  apprenticeship.  The  college  course  sketched  out  would 
be  difficult  to  improve  on;  but  he  thought  the  part  that 
should  be  enlarged  was  that  which  dealt  with  the  applica- 
tion of  knowledge.  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
student  that  he  should  pass,  in  the  first  place,  an  examina- 
tion that  would  entitle  him  to  go  on  for  a  University  degree. 
It  went  to  his  heart  to  see  a  man  of  twenty-three  or  twenty- 
four  taking  again  to  his  school-books  and  commencing  work 
for  the  Matriculation.  The  Matriculation  is  the  open-door 
to  all  qualifications,  and  he  would  agree  with  any  scheme 
which  imposed  the  London  Matriculation  in  preference  to 
any  other  as  the  entrance  to  pharmacy.  The  ignorance  of 
parents  on  this  point  had  often  been  brought  home  to  him, 
but  when  his  advice  is  asked  he  never  fails  to  impress 
parents  of  the  desirability  of  their  sons  passing  the  Matricu- 
lation examination. 

Mr.  Branson  urged  that  the  university  professors  should 
use  their  influence  to  get  one  examination  recognised  as  the 
entrance  to  the  various  professions.  Under  the  scheme  pro- 
posed by  Professor  Wild  it  would  be  an  advantage  that 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  students  could  work  together  to 
a  certain  stage.  He  (the  speaker)  was  certainly  of  opinion 
that  the  minor  subjects  should  be  boldly  split  into  two 
sections  and  the  scientific  part  relegated  to  bodies  of  uni- 
versity rank,  the  technical  subjects  still  remaining  under  the 
care  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If  the  general  principles 
were  laid  down  in  this  manner  it  would  be  easier  to  grasp 
them.  The  time  is  certainly  opportune  for  a  change.  The 
B.Sc.  might  for  instance  be  accepted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  the  scientific  subjects,  and  the  candidate  be  re- 
quired to  be  examined  in  technical  subjects  only.  It  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  that  there  are  two  classes  of  pharma- 
ceutical students — the  one  to  whom  the  ordinary  technical 
schools  would  be  sufficient,  and  the  other  to  whom  the  more 
advanced  scheme  would  appeal. 

Mr.  Carteigiie  said  attempts  have  been  made  by  members 
of  the  Council  at  various  times  to  get  a  special  curriculum  in 
association  with  the  University  of  London  Professor  Wild 
would  bavenot  cedtbatin  the  charter  of  the  London  University 
the  word  "  pharmacy  "  occurs.  That  word  had  been  put  in  at 
the  suggestion  of  some  of  those  present.  A  Board  of  Studies 
would  lay  down  the  condition  under  which  degrees  can  be 
given,  and  it  is  important  that  the  Council  should  do  their 
utmost  to  see  a  Board  of  Pharmacy  established  in  London, 
not  necessarily  to  compel  every  chemist  and  druggist  to  go- 
through  the  course,  but  for  those  who  wish  to  get  the  degree 
of  "  B.Sc.  in  pharmacy."  It  would  be  important  in  establish- 
ing a  Board  of  Pharmacy  to  give  the  Medical  Board  clearly 
to  understand  that  they  (the  pharmacists)  did  not  want  to 
be  doctors.  The  more  intelligent  a  pharmacist  is  the  less 
he  wants  to  be  a  doctor.  He  may  have  the  idea  when  he  is 
young,  but  grows  out  of  it  as  he  becomes  older  and  uses  his 
eyes.  There  is  a  terrible  fight  amongst  medical  men  to  get  a 
living,  be  they  ever  so  brilliant.  It  is  perfectly  practic- 
able for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  arrange  with  the 
Universities  to  grant  degrees  in  pharmacy,  the  candidates 
not  being  further  examined  in  technical  subjects.  Minor 
men  would  benefit  from  Professor  Wild's  scheme  by  the 
year's  course  of  study.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  new  arrangement  means  a  curriculum.  Universities  will 
insist  on  a  curriculum  :  part-time  work  will  not  do  for  those 
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authorities.  The  tendency  is  now  to  place  more  reliance  on 
the  complete  training  of  students  than  upon  examinations. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  matter  if  they  can  only  get 
chemists  to  see  the  importance  of  training.  When  once  the 
Society  have  the  power  to  enforce  a  curriculum,  pharmacy 
can  be  cultivated.  Fifty  pharmaceutical  chemists  who  are 
B  Sc.s  would  leaven  the  whole  mass  of  pharmacists,  and 
such  a  leaven  would  indirectly  advertise  to  the  public 
that  the  pharmacist  desires  remuneration  for  their  work. 

The  President,  in  calling  for  further  remarks,  asked  the 
speakers  to  be  as  brief  as  possible,  as  the  hour  was  getting 
late. 

Mr.  Ma  ben  did  not  think  the  idea  of  supplying  of  medicine 
at  less  than  cost  was  one  that  should  be  entertained.  As 
Professor  Wild  pointed  out,  some  districts  cannot  support  two 
qualified  men  ;  but  in  such  cases  who  is  to  supply  the  poisons 
needed  if  there  is  no  pharmacist  .'  He  did  not  think  university 
men  could  be  got  to  occupy  such  positions.  No  university 
curriculum  will  be  satisfactory  if  made  compulsory  for  all 
pharmacists. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  drew  an  analogy  between  the  two 
fiscal  policies  before  the  country  and  the  two  papers  before 
the  meeting.  He  (the  speaker)  agreed  with  both 
papers,  and  thought  that  perhaps  Mr.  Gadd's  scheme 
was  the  more  practicable.  He  had  often  thought  that 
there  should  be  only  one  qualification,  and  that  a 
division  of  the  examination  on  the  lines  mentioned  by  Pro- 
fessor Wild  was  desirable.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council 
have  constantly  before  them  this  question  of  education.  A 
scheme  initiated  by  the  late  Mr.  Schacht  was  long  ago  agreed 
upon,  but  when  placed  before  the  pharmaceutical  public 
there  was  lacking  that  enthusiasm  necessary  to  make  it  a 
practical  subject.  The  Council  cannot  make  any  move 
without  further  legislative  powers,  and  cannot  make  much 
move  to  obtain  those  powers  without  enthusiasm  on  the 
part  of  chemists.  What  is  wanted  is  not  to  find  work  for 
the  scientific  pharmacist,  but  the  resuscitation  of  the  art  of 
pharmacy. 

Dr.  Attfield  said  many  years  ago  he  said  a  lot  on  this 
question  of  pharmaceutical  education,  and  could  scarcely 
add  to  it  now.  Much  that  he  said  then  had  since  borne 
fruit,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  extended  their 
educational  work.  If  all  the  scheme  that  Professor  Wild 
proposes  were  carried  out,  the  university  career  would  only 
be  taken  up  by  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  students  of 
pharmacy.  The  other  90  per  cent,  would  take  up  some- 
thing that  is  more  practicable.  It  should  always  be  re- 
membered that  the  pharmaceutical  calling,  for  several 
reasons,  is  one  that  does  not  attract  young  men  who  have 
had  the  advantage  of  being  well  educated. 

Professor  Wild,  in  reply,  said  he  put  forward  his  scheme 
for  consideration,  and  not  necessarily  for  adoption.  It  was 
certainly  open  to  criticism  as  being  the  policy  of  perfection. 
He  had  intended  to  put  forward  the  extreme  view.  He 
agreed  that  the  present  highly  qualified  Major  men  do 
not  get  adequate  acknowledgment  for  the  work  they  have 
done.  Medical  men,  he  admitted,  would  be  much  better  for 
a  further  training  in  pharmacy  and  materia  medica  ;  but  then, 
as  those  were  his  subjects,  perhaps  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
hold  such  an  opinion.  (Laughter.)  The  want  of  appreciation 
of  pharmacists  by  medical  men  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
pharmacists  and  pharmacists.  Some  study  the  minimum 
of  the  subjects,  and  a  medical  man  might  get  such 
a  pharmacist  as  a  neighbour.  There  are,  however,  many 
medical  men  who  consult  pharmacists  on  such  matters  as 
improvements  in  the  methods  of  prescribing.  The  difficulty 
he  felt  with  Mr.  Gadd's  scheme  was,  What  was  to  be  done 
with  the  young  man  when  he  had  completed  his  three  years' 
course  ?  He  would  still  have  to  wait  two  years  before 
qualifying.  The  adoption  of  the  system  of  school-leaviBg 
certificates  was  very  desirable.  He  was  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  proposals.  Such  a  scheme  would  be  the  means  of 
weeding-out  the  undesirable  men  at  the  very  entrance  of  their 
career.  As  to  one  Entrance  examination,  he  would  like  to 
remind  Mr.  Branson  that  the  Universities  of  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  and  Leeds  have  already  in  existence  an  Entrance 
examination  available  for  degree  purposes  at  any  one  of  the 
three  colleges.  He  had  noticed  the  word  "  pharmacy  "  in 
the  London  University  charter,  but  would  like  to  remind  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  that  if  the  power  were  not  used  it 
would  become  atrophied  like  any  other  p^wer  that  is 


disused.  He  agreed  that  there  are  districts — in  Manchester 
at  least,  he  knew — where  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a 
pharmacist  to  get  a  living  out  of  legitimate  dispensing. 

Mr.  Gadd,  replying  to  the  criticisms  on  his  paper,  said  he 
would  willingly  agree  to  the  expansion  of  his  scheme  ever 
five  years  instead  of  three,  as  he  had  no  liking  for  com- 
pressed-tablet education.  The  scheme  was  actually  in  work 
at  Exeter,  and  he  would  be  very  much  disappointed  if  the 
young  men — there  were  not,  it  is  true,  many  students — were 
not  able  to  pass  their  Minor  at  the  end  of  the  course.  A 
young  man  generally  began  the  course  when  he  was  about 
eighteen  years  old.  There  is  a  demand  for  a  trained  and 
educated  pharmacist  in  every  village  and  small  town,  and 
he  would  remind  them  of  the  words  Sir  Michael  Foster  used 
during  the  discussion  on  the  Midwives  Bill,  that  in  making 
a  trained  midwife  she  should  not  be  incompetent  to  look 
after  a  shop  or  even  a  husband.  (Laughter.)  As  to  objec- 
tions to  a  part-time  curriculum,  he  believed  that  the  new 
scheme  of  the  London  University  allows  internal  students, 
who  have  taken  the  whole  of  their  curriculum  at  evenirg 
classes,  to  sit  for  degrees. 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
readers  of  the  papers,  assured  them  that  although  the  meet- 
ing was  only  a  small  one  it  was  representative  of  pharmacy. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  the  concurrent  curriculum  the  best 
for  training  apprentices,  and  when  such  a  curriculum  had 
been  gone  through  the  student  should  be  urged  to  go  in  for 
the  Bell  Scholarship.  Mr.  Allen  then  spoke  of  the  scheme 
he  has  in  view  of  altering  the  conditions  of  the  Bell  Scholar- 
ship. He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  candidates  were 
required  to  have  passed  the  Matriculation  examination,  and 
were  then  only  examined  in  the  technical  subjects  of  the 
scholarship.  A  student  who  had  taken  Mr.  Gadd's  curri- 
culum could  still  go  in  for  Professor  Wild's  scheme.  He 
knew  a  young  Indian  who  at  the  present  time  is  taking  a 
curriculum  at  Cambridge  concurrently  with  apprenticeship 
to  a  chemist.  He  should  watch  the  result  with  interest,  but 
so  far  was  convinced  that  the  scheme  was  quite  practicable. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and  Pro- 
fessor Wild  and  Mr.  Gadd  briefly  replied. 

The  President  reminded  the  meeting  that  tea  was  being 
served  in  the  Examination-hall,  and  the  meeting  closed. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

The  third  meeting  of  session  of  this  Branch  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening,  January  20  at  33  York  Place,  Edin- 
burgh, Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  presiding. 

The  first  paper  communicated  was  a 

Note  on  Glycerinum  Pepsini,  B.P., 

by  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Ph.C,  which,  he  said,  he  had  been 
prompted  to  offer  in  consequence  of  the  varying  results 
obtained  in  making  this  preparation  by  the  B.P.  process. 
He  quoted  the  official  directions,  and  said  the  operator  might 
be  left  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he  should  stir  the  mixture, 
rub  it  up,  shake  it,  or  leave  it  alone.  A  literal  adherence  to 
the  text  led  to  the  pepsin  forming  into  a  tough  indiarubber 
sort  of  mass  which  in  a  specimen  exhibited  showed  little 
diminution  after  frequent  shakings  during  a  week.  If  the 
mixture  was  shaken  promptly  after  the  addition  of  the 
pepsin  lumping  does  not  occur  ;  but  solution  takes  almost  a 
week  to  complete.  As  the  pepsin  dissolves  quickly  and 
completely  in  the  quantity  of  water  ordered,  he  had  deviated 
from  the  official  direction  to  the  extent  of  dissolving  the 
pepsin  in  the  water,  adding  the  glycerin  in  three  or  four 
successive  portions,  shaking  after  each  addition,  and  lastly 
adding  the  acid  and  well  mixing  the  whole.  In  that  way 
the  pepsin  can  be  dissolved  in  a  few  minute,  and 
the  preparation  can  be  set  aside  to  clear  or  await 
filtration.  He  showed  a  pint  of  the  preparation 
made  in  the  B.P.  way  six  weeks  ago  in  which  precipi- 
tation was  very  evident,  but  no  sign  of  a  pourable 
quantity  of  clear  liquid.  In  another  sample  made  three 
weeks  ago  the  precipitate  was  only  beginning  to  appear  in 
little  cloud-like  formations  through  the  bottle.  The  final 
direction  to  add  sufficient  water  to  produce  one  pint  seemed 
to  him  to  offer  a  considerable  opportunity  for  getting  results 
other  than  uniform.  Filtration  would  yield  a  still  different 
strength  of  product.    He  was  inclined  to  regard  the  quantity 
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of  pepsin  in  the  glycerin  as  extravagant,  and  suggested  that 
the  strength  should  be  reduced  by  half,  and  that  it  should  be 
directed  to  be  dissolved  in  the  water,  sufficient  being  used 
to  produce  one  pint  right  away.  If  the  full  measure  were 
made  up  at  once,  the  preparation  could,  in  many  cases,  be 
used  as  it  was. 

Mr.  Wm.  Lyon  said  he  generally  made  this  preparation  in 
small  quantities,  and  therefore  probably  did  not  find  it 
so  difficult  to  manipulate  as  one  would  do  in  making  large 
quantities.  One  had  to  exercise  his  intelligence  a  little  bit 
in  interpreting  the  B.P.  process.  He  used  powdered  pepsin 
and  notj  scale  pepsin,  and  he  put  it  in  a  dry  mortar,  and 
rubbed  it  smooth  with  the  glycerin,  then  he  added  water  and 
the  hydrochloric  acid.  He  allowed  the  mixture  to  wait  a 
week  or  ten  days  before  attempting  to  clarify  it.  Pouring 
off  was  impracticable.  He  used  a  calico  filter,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  water  required  to  make  one  pint  was  used  to 
wash  the  filter.  It  came  out  bright  and  clear  in  that  way. 
The  scale  pepsin  when  it  became  aglutinated  was  very 
difficult  to  get  into  solution  again. 

Mr.  McDiarmid's  experience  led  him  to  think  it  best  to  rub 
the  pepsin  with  water  and  then  add  the  glycerin.  He  had 
some  samples  at  present  which  had  been  standing  a  week, 
and  that  day  they  had  a  "  drumly "  appearance,  but  they 
were  showing  signs  of  separation.  Mr.  Boa  had  mentioned 
three  months  as  the  period  for  clarifying,  but  he  thought 
six  months  wasjnearer.  Powdered  pepsin  containing  milk- 
sugar  or  other  diluent  separated  clear  more  quickly  owing  to 
the  heavy  powder  subsiding.  It  might  be  more  satisfactory 
if  the  Pharmacopoeia  named  a  definite  form  of  pepsin  to  be 
used  for  official  preparations. 

Mr.  Innes  Feaser  said  he  found  it  really  necessary  to 
dissolve  the  pepsin  in  water,  and  where  there  was  difficulty 
the  pepsin  was  at  fault ;  but  there  could  be  no  objection  in 
adding  the  quantity  of  water  so  long  as  it  was  made  up  to 
the  proper  strength. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Hill  also  read  a  note  from  Mr.  Maben  in  regard 
to  making  glycerin  of  pepsin  by  diluting  a  concentrated 
glycerol. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  Mr.  Boa  for  his  paper ;  and 
Mr.  Boa,  in  his  reply,  agreed  that  operators  should'  use 
discretion  in  interpreting  the  B.P.  directions,  but  what  he 
objected  to  was  that  in  this  particular  process  there  was  a 
want  of  detail,  while  in  others  the  detail  wasi  quite 
embarrassing. 

Mr.  Boa  then  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott    Ph  C 
F.LC,  F.K.S.E.,  read  a  note  on 

Liquor  Ferri  Peechloridi  Fortis. 

Mr.  Dott  called  attention  to  statements  by  Tyrer  and 
others  in  the  "  Year-book  of  Pharmacy,"  1900.  regarding  the 
want  of  correspondence  in  the  official  tests  of  the  sp.  gr. 
and  percentage  of  ferric  oxide.  The  mistake  would  pre- 
sumably be  rectified  in  the  next  edition.  But  the  tests 
appear  to  be  otherwise  deficient.  Anyone  who  had  a  readily 
available  source  of  chlorine  would  peroxidise  with  it,  and 
not  with  nitric  acid.  It  would,  therefore,  be  advisable  to 
have  a  test  for  free  chlorine.  Probably  boiling  in  a  flask 
fitted  with  a  tube  dipping  into  water  coloured  with  indigo 
or  other  bleachable  colouring-matter  would  be  a  suitable 
test.  A  sample  was  recently  brought  under  his  notice  which 
passed  the  B.P.  tests,  but  made  an  unsatisfactory,  sour- 
tasting  tincture.  On  diluting  5  c.c.  with  50  c.c.  water,  and 
adding  gradually  to  5  c.c.  of  the  solution  decinormal  sodium 
hydroxide,  29  c.c.  was  required  to  produce  a  permanent  pre- 
cipitate. Using  a  liquor  which  had  been  prepared  in  the 
official  manner,  and  diluting  with  the  same  proportion,  only 
14  cc.  of  decinormal  sodium  hydroxide  was  required.  It 
would  be  preferable  to  dilute  5  c.c.  to  50  c.c.  and  titrate  the 
whole  quantity  with  normal  sodium  hydroxide.  A  test  for 
excess  of  acid  seemed  to  be  indicated. 

Mr.  Dott  also  read  a  paper  on 

Podophyllum  Eesins. 
He  contended  that,  if  it  is  really  true  that  the  resin  of 
Indian  podophyllum  is  equal  in  value  to  the  resin  of 
Podophyllum  peltatum,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  official  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  the  Colonial  and 
Indian  Appendix.  He  suggested  in  a  brief  note  last  year 
that  the  subject  still  requires  investigation,  both  on  the 
chemical  and  pharmacological  sides.    A  letter  on  the  subject 


was  printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  18,  1903, 
page  630,  from  Dr.  T.  A.  Henry,  who,  along  with  Dunstan, 
made  an  able  and  elaborate  investigation  of  the  subject.  In 
that  letter  Dr.  Henry  suggested  that  the  difference  between 
the  two  resins  is  due  to  the  fact  that  "  the  Indian  resin 
contains  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  times  as  much  podo- 
phyllotoxin  as  the  American  resin,"  and  that  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
in  the  "Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,"  November,  1898, 
page  393,  had  demonstrated  "  the  greater  activity  of  the 
Indian  product."   If  that  were  the  case,  one  would  expect  that 
the  Indian  resin  would  possess  a  far  more  powerful  purgative 
action  than  the  American.    But  the  bulk  of  evidence  is 
quite  against  that  conclusion.     In  the  "  Year-book  of 
Pharmacy,"  1903,  page  232,  the  Editor  (Mr.  J.  A.  Braith- 
waite)  mentions  three  cases  in  which  gradually  increased 
doses  of  P.  Emodi  resin  produced  no  effect  even  when 
amounting  to  3  gr.    In  view  of  such  statements,  it  could 
hardly  be  contended  that  we  are  yet  in  a  position  to  substi- 
tute the  resin   of   P.   Emodi  for  that  of  P.  peltatum. 
Even  if  it  were  proved    that    the    resin  had  become 
altered    in    the    process    of  extraction,  that  would  be 
a  reason  against  adopting  it,  as  there  is  no  such  suscepti- 
bility in  American  resin.    Notwithstanding  the  Dunstan  and 
Henry  investigation,  he  did  not  think  the  chemistry  of  the 
subject  had  been  completely  elucidated.    If  the  difference 
between  the  two  resins  were  simply  one  of  the  degree 
mentioned,  they  should  not  expect  to  find  the  insoluble 
matter  left  by  treating  the  American  resin  with  dilute 
ammonia  solution  to  amount  to  from  5  to  12  per  cent.,  and 
that  of  the  Indian  resin  in  the  same  conditions  from  50  to 
60  per  cent.     The  Indian  resin  had  been  described  as 
"  gelatinising  "  when  treated  with  ammonia.    No  one  would 
think  of  applying  that  expression  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary 
resin.    In  Dunstan  and  Henry's  paper  the  specific  rotation 
of  the  hydrated  podophyllotoxin  was  given  as  —94°  48', 
while    that    of    the    anhydrous  compound   was  stated 
as    —78°  4'.     That     might    be    correct,    but  possibly 
some  other  change  than  mere  hydration  had  taken  place. 
The  proof  of  isomerism  was  not  so  conclusive  as  it  might  be. 
While  the  combustion  of  podophyllotoxin  gave  numbers 
agreeing  fairly  well  with  the  formula  C15Hu06,  the  figures 
found  for  picropodophyllin  agreed  better  with  C15H,606.  The 
methoxyl  numbers  20  66  and  2156  respectively  agreed  only 
fairly  well,  whilst  the  bromide  determinations  20  9  and 
18'85  were  considerably  different.    As  to  the  remark  that 
even  one  methyl  group  makes  a  considerable  difference,  it 
did  not  seem  at  all  likely  that  a  change  effected  by  the 
action  of  dilute  ammonia  in  the  cold  would  consist  in  the 
elimination  of  the  methyl.     The  first  likely  result  from 
the  action  of  alkali  would  be  some  form  of  hydrolysis ; 
and  if  the  molecule  is  complex,  as  it  probably  is,  there 
is  hardly  yet  sufficient  evidence  that  no  such  change 
has  occurred.    If  the  compounds,  as  analysed,  were  both 
anhydrous,  and  were  found  to  give  the  same  percentages  of 
carbon,  oxygen,  and  hydrogen,  the  effect  of  ammonia  would 
be  a  polymerising  action.    The  evidence  for  the  existence  of 
podophyllic  acid  was  by  no  means  conclusive.    It  seemed  to 
be  nothing  more  than  picropodophyllin,  in  solution  or  com- 
bination.   He  agreed  with  the  statement  that  "  the  nature 
of  the  isomerism  of  podophyllotoxin  and  picrophyllin  is  at 
present  obscure."    He  considered  the  method  for  estimating 
podophyllotoxin  by  percolating  the  rhizome  mixed  with 
lime,  &c,  so  as  to  obtain  picropodophyllin,  can  only  be  correct 
when  it  is  established  that  all  the  picropodophyllin  finally 
obtained  is  the  direct  equivalent  of  a  corresponding  amount 
of  podophyllotoxin — that  is  to  say,  that  none  of  the  picro- 
podophyllin has  previously  existed  as  such,  or  been  derived 
from  any  other  source  than  podophyllotoxin.    That  assump- 
tion seems  more  than  is  warranted  by  the  published  experi- 
mental data. 

Mr.  Stephenson  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  a  great 
deal  more  investigation  was  required  before.  Indian  could 
be  substituted  for  American  podophyllin. 

Mr.  Lyon  gave  the  results  of  experiments  he  had  con- 
ducted to  determine  the  comparative  values  of  acetone  and 
alcohol  in  Indian  podophyllin  resin.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  the  orange  and  greenish  appearance  of  the  commercial 
samples  of  podophyllin.  Following  the  Pharmacopoeia 
directions  closely  he  obtained  a  yellowish- white  colour  with 
acetone.  He  got  3  8  per  cent,  resin,  and  with  alcohol  3  86, 
so  that  there  was  very  little  difference  in  the  yield.  When 
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the  acetone-solution  is  added  to  the  water  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  there  is  a  tendency  to  assume  an  orange-colour, 
and  if  the  alcohol-solution  was  added  while  slightly  warm 
it  had  a  similar  tendency.  That  seemed  to  support  the 
contention  that  there  was  want  of  care  in  drying  the  highly 
coloured  resins.  This  would  be  a  fitting  subject  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Kesearch  Laboratory  in  London,  if  they  had 
time  to  spare,  as  it  meant  an  enormous  amount  of  elaborate 
work. 

Mr.  McDiarmid  asked  what  bodies  were  likely  to  be 
present,  and  whether  chlorine  was  likely  to  be  developed  in 
the  liquor  ferri  perchlor.,  or  any  other  chlorinous  body  given 
off.  He  had  received  complaints,  in  regard  to  a  quantity  he 
had  sent  out,  of  the  bottles  bursting,  while  those  in  his  shop 
remained  quiescent.  On  smelling  the  liquor  there  was  a 
suggestion  of  chlorine ;  but  if  it  was  properly  made  it 
should  contain  ferric  chloride  and  a  little  hydrochloric  acid. 

Dr.  Dobbin  suggested  that  toD  much  nitric  acid  might  have 
been  employed.  He  also  suggested  that  the  compilers  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  revise  the  Latin  names  of  the  iron 
salts — such  as  the  perchloride,  the  persulphate,  and  the 
pernitrate — so  as  to  avoid  confusion. 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  tried  Mr.  Dott's  method,  but  found 
some  difficulty  in  fixing  the  point  at  which  a  permanent 
precipitate  appeared.  When  he  thought  he  had  a  per- 
manent precipitate  it  disappeared  on  shaking  and  allowing 
to  stand  for  a  little.  It  had  occurred  to  him  to  add  a 
definite  volume  of  normal  sodium  hydroxide  in  excess  of  that 
required  for  complete  precipitation  of  the  iron,  filter,  and 
wash  |till  the  washings  cease  to  indicate  chloride,  and 
titrate  back  the  filtrate  with  standard  sulphuric  acid.  That 
gave  concordant  results,  and  readily  detected  any  abnormal 
proportion  of  acid  either  in  excess  or  deficiency.  It  also 
occurred  to  him  that  the  same  object  would  be  attained  by 
determining  the  total  chlorine.  This  could  be  done  by  an 
extension  of  the  process  for  determining  the  amount  of  iron 
given  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  by  collecting  the  filtrate  and 
washings  obtained  in  the  precipitation  by  ammonia, 
neutralising  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  titrating  with  standard 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  using  potassium  chromate  as 
indicator. 

Mr.  Dott,  in  reply,  said  his  test  was  intended  only  as  a 
ready  means  of  determining  whether  an  excessive  quantity 
of  hydrochloric  acid  was  present  in  the  liquor.  He  thought 
it  quite  possible  to  adopt  Dr.  Dobbin's  suggestion  about  the 
Latin  names  of  persalts  of  iron,  and  Mr.  Lyon's  suggestion 
about  the  research-laboratory  conducting  an  investigation  re- 
garding podophyllin  was  a  valuable  one. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  then  read  a  communication  entitled 

A  Note  on  Sodium  Arsenate 
by  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Barrie,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.  Mr.  Barrie 
referred  to  the  doubt  about  the  work  which  he  had  done 
inferred  in  Mr.  Chatta way's  Digest,  which  mentioned  Messrs. 
White  and  Humphrey  as  supporting  the  B.P.  test  for  sodium 
arsenate.  After  repeating  his  experiments,  Mr.  Barrie  found 
them  correct,  and  re-asserted  that  the  theoretical  amount  of 
official  lead  acetate  required  to  wholly  precipitate  1  gram 
of  anhydrous  sodium  arsenate  is  3  05  grams.  Two  per  cent, 
of  acetic  acid  dissolves  a  small  quantity  of  the  lead 
arsenate  produced.  On  that  account  bre  used  plain  water 
as  a  solvent  with  success.  He  accounted  for  Messrs. 
White  and  Humphrey's  contradiction  by  assuming 
that  they  did  not  know  that  fact,  and,  having  applied  the 
B.P.  test  and  found  in  the  filtrate  a  slight  amount  of  lead 
held  in  solution  by  the  acetic  acid,  they  immediately 
assumed  the  substantial  accuracy  of  the  test  without 
examining  for  excess  of  arsenate  by  any  of  the  well-known 
tests.  When  working  with  this  salt  he  realised  how  suitable 
the  official  test  is  for  the  dispensing-counter,  but  it  is  too 
stringent  and  demands  what  is  very  difficult  to  get— 
namely,  a  100-percent,  salt.  A  test  of  scientific  value  is 
wanted.  Messrs.  Dudderidge  and  Hill's  is  very  good,  but  he 
considered  volumetric  uranium-nitrate  solution  and  the  ordi- 
nary gravimetric  process — namely,  precipitation  as  magnesium 
ammonium  arsenate — to  be  better. 
Mr.  Barrie  also  contributed  a 

Note  on  Lead  Acetate. 
He  said  that  in  the  B.P.  this  salt  is  said  to  be  slightly  acid 
to  litmus.    His  experience  is  that  it  is  often  slightly  alkalir  e, 


and  he  suggested  that  the  official  description  at  this  point 
should  be  :  "  Its  solution  in  water  may  be  slightly  acid  or 
slightly  alkaline  to  litmus."  The  milkier  the  solution  the 
more  alkaline  it  is  likely  to  be. 

Mr.  Hill  exhibited  seven  different  samples  of  lead  acetate 
which  he  had  dissolved  in  pure  boiled  distilled  water,  and 
pointed  out  that  all  of  them  gave  a  more  or  less  milky 
solution,  and  stated  also  that  they  all  gave  a  slight  and 
variable  alkaline  reaction  with  litmus. 

Dr.  Dobbin  said  his  attention  had  been  attracted  to  the 
question  raised  in  Mr.  Barrie's  first  paper  by  the  great  dis- 
crepancy between  the  official  and  the  other  standards.  On 
investigation  he  found  that  text-book  after  text-book  stated 
that  when  sodium  arsenate  and  lead  acetate  react  the  result 
is  tribasic  lead  arsenate.  Ultimately  he  found  it  stated  that 
Mitscherlich  was  the  originate  of  that  view,  but  on  further 
examination  he  found  that  what  Mitscherlich  actually  said 
was  that  he  found  acid  lead  arsenate,  but  usually  mixed  with 
some  tribasic  lead  arsenate.  He  then  gave  directions  by 
which  the  tribasic  arsenate  alone  would  be  obtained.  One 
of  the  chemical  dictionaries  referred  to  an  authority  in  1868 
who  was  surprised  to  find  that,  contrary  to  what  the  text- 
books said,  only  the  acid  lead  arsenate  was  formed  when 
solutions  of  sodium  arsenate  and  lead  acetate  were  mixed  ; 
and  this  proved  that  by  elaborate  analysis,  so  far  as  he 
could  find,  no  one  had  obtained  the  tribasic  arsenate  except 
by  using  alkali  in  conjunction  with  the  sodium  arsenate 
and  lead  arsenate.  He  was  inclined  to  think,  therefore, 
that  the  weight  of  authority  was  against  Mr.  Barrie,  but 
the  point  could  only  be  settled  by  practical  laboratory  work. 
Any  sample  of  lead  acetate  which  was  not  slightly  acid  in 
aqueous  solution  was  not  B.P.  He  had  that  day  examined 
a  clear  crystal  of  lead  acetate,  which,  when  dissolved  in 
water,  was  distinctly  acid  on  scraping  a  lumpy  piece  on  to 
moistened  litmus-paper,  blue  and  red.  He  could  see  alkaline 
spots  on  the  red,  and  acid  spots  on  the  blue  paper,  showing 
that  the  outer  opaque  part  was  basic  and  the  inner  part 
acid. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Barrie  for  his  papers. 
The  meeting  then  terminated. 


Bend  Sinister. 

"The  niedieine-atamp  is,  in  fact,  the  bend  sinister  indicating 
that  a  medicine  bearing  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  medical 
authority,  and  that  it  belongs  to  irregular  practice." — J^bw  and 
Tlicn,  "  C.  tO  D.,"  January  2,  jiage  13. 

"The  medicine-stamp  as  a  'Bend  Sinister'  is  a  hanpy  simile 
which  we  owe  to  the  mysterious  writer  of  '  Now  and  Then.'  .  .  . 
If  I  were  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds,  I  would  devise  a  shield  for  some  of 
our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  cousins  who  have  the  undoubted 
right  to  exhibit  this  band  '  from  sinister  chief  to  dexter  base.' 
The  field  would,  of  course,  be  or  and  argent,  and  golpes,  whatever 
they  may  be,  would  be  blazoned  thereupon.  A  cormorant  or  liver 
might  serve  as  crest,  and  lions  rampant,  to  signify  advertisements, 
would  be  the  obvious  supporters.  The  Beaurkamp  motto  would 
answer  as  legend  as  well  as  any  :  Fortuna  mea  in  hello  camjio." 
— "  Xrayser  "  in  "  C.  &  D.,"  January  9,2^aye  51. 
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Icoal  IReporta. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  Westminster  Police  Court  on  January  14,  Messrs.  Pearks, 
Gunston  &  Tee  were  summoned  by  the  City  Council  for 
selling  at  their  branch  store,  4  Lower  Belgrave  Street,  olive 
oil  which  Mr.  C.  E.  Cassal,  public  analyst,  certified  to  contain 
33  per  cent,  of  earth-nut  oil.  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  for  defendants, 
said  the  oil  was  bought  as  pure,  and  on  analysis  it  was 
certified  to  be  so.  The  summons  was  adjourned  for  inde- 
pendent analysis  at  the  Government  Laboratory. 

COOKING-FAT. 

A  provision-merchant  of  Ballymena,  co.  Antrim,  was  on 
Januaiy  15  charged  with  selling  an  article  of  food — cooking- 
fat — which  contained  20  3  per  cent,  of  cottonseed  oil.  The 
prosecution  sought  to  prove  that  a  purchaser  would  expect 
to  be  supplied  with  animal  fat  when  askiDg  for  "  cooking-fat." 
For  the  defence  it  was  shown  that  some  years  ago  the  name 
"  cookicg-fat  "  was  adopted  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding, 
and  that  the  cottonseed  oil  is  used  to  overcome  the  hardness 
and  brittleness  of  the  mixture  of  animal  fat.  The  case  was 
dismissed. 

Quinine-wine. 

At  Stockport,  on  January  19,  Messrs.  George  Dutton  &  Son, 
manufacturing  chemists,  Bolton,  were  summoned  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  local  sanitary  authority  for  selling  quinine- 
wine  to  the  Stockport  Co-operative  Society  alleged  to  be 
deficient  in  quinine  hydrochloride  (C  $>•  D.,  January  2, 
page  8).  The  firm  were  also  summoned  for  giviDg  a  false 
warranty  by  stating  on  the  label  that  the  wine  was  prepared 
according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  was  "  Genuine 
B.P."  In  defence  it  was  stated  that  Messrs.  Dutton  &  Son 
had  obtained  the  wine  from  Messrs.  Kobinson  (Limited), 
Pendleton,  as  pure,  and  that  the  deficiency  was  due  to  pre- 
cipitation by  combination  with  the  tannin  natural  to  the 
wine.  To  prove  false  warranty  it  would  be  necessary  to 
prove  that  it  had  been  given  to  wilfully  mislead.  That  had 
not  been  done.  Dr.  Kobinson,  head  of  Messrs.  Eobinson 
(Limited),  stated  that  his  firm  had  had  a  high  reputation 
for  fifty  years,  and  there  had  never  in  all  that  time  been  a 
single  case  in  which  deficiency  or  irregularity  had  been 
alleged  against  his  firm.  The  wine  had  been  prepared 
according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  greatest 
possible  care  was  exercised  in  its  preparation,  and  the 
quinine  was  always  properly  checked  and  weighed  with  all 
necessary  care.  The  charge  of  false  warranty  was  with- 
drawn, and  in  respect  to  the  other  summonses  a  fine  of  40s. 
and  costs  was  imposed. 

Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

At  the  Kensington  Petty  Sessions,  on  Tuesday,  January  19, 
before  Mr.  H.  B.  Halswell  (in  the  chair)  and  other  magis- 
trates, Mr.  G.  R.  Stephenson,  chemist  and  druggist,  15  Elgin 
Crescent.  Notting  Hill,  W.,  was  summoned  under  Section  6 
of  the  1875  Act  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  deficient  in 
ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of  36  6  per  cent.  Mr.  W. 
Chambers  Leete,  the  Town  Clerk,  appeared  in  support  of  the 
summons.  Inspector  Friend  proved  the  purchase  on  Decem- 
ber 8  last  of  3  oz.  of  the  spirit,  and  Inspector  Males  proved 
the  division  of  the  sample. 

Defendant  put  no  questions  to  the  witnesses,  but  stated 
that  he  dealt  only  with  a  highly  respectable  and  well-known 
firm  of  wholesale  chemists,  who  undertook  to  supply  him  with 
the  best  and  purest  drugs  and  chemicals,  guaranteed  to  be 
up  to  the  Biitifh  Pharmacopoeia  standard.  On  previous 
occasions  inspectors  had  taken  samples  at  his  shop,  and 
thsse  had  always  been  found  satisfactory.  He  had  com- 
municated with  the  wholesale  firm,  who  replied  that  pro- 
bably the  article  had  deteriorated  through  being  kept. 
Every  time  the  bottle  was  unstoppered  some  of  the  spirit 
was  liable  to  escape,  and  his  wholesale  people  had  advised 
him  to  stock  in  future  only  small  quantities  of  the  spirit.  He 
did  not  sell  the  article  in  large  quantities. 

Dr.  Forman  (magistrate)  :  If  chemists  keep  these  articles 
in  proper  glass-stoppered  bottles  very  little  spirit  can  escape. 


Dr.  Bennett  (another  magistrate):  It  is  a  gocd  plan  to 
put  only  a  little  of  the  spirit  in  the  bottle  at  a  time. 

The  defendant  remarked  that  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever to  defraud  the  public. 

Dr.  Bennett :  The  real  question  is  whether  the  article  was 
as  it  ought  to  be  when  the  defendant  first  got  it. 

Defendant:  The  wholesale  people  always  guarantee  the 
quality. 

Dr.  Bennett :  But  you  did  not  have  it  analysed  1 
Defendant:  No. 

The  Chairman  :  There  must  be  a  conviction  in  this  case. 
Here  is  a  deficiency,  and  such  deficiencies  are  likely  to  be 
most  serious  in  their  results.  There  will  be  a  fine  of  11., 
with  10s.  6d.  costs. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

At  Stratford,  on  January  16,  before  Mr.  Burnett  Tabrum 
and  other  justices,  Messrs.  Picken  Brothers  (Limited),  of 
Forest  Gate,  were  summoned  under  Section  6  of  the  1875 
Act,  for  selling  cream  of  tartar  containing  lead.  Mr.  Ricketts 
prosecuted  for  the  Essex  County  Council,  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey 
Murphy,  barrister,  defended ;  while  Mr.  Beck  represented 
Messrs.  Pan  tin,  who  had  been  served  by  the  defendants  with 
a  warranty-notice  under  Section  20  of  the  1899  Act.  When 
the  case  was  called  on  Mr.  Murphy  intimated  that  he  did  not 
propose  to  rely,  under  Section  25  of  the  1875  Act,  on  the 
warranty  given  by  Messrs.  Pantin,  inasmuch  as  that  war- 
ranty was  not  given  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  since  the 
analyst's  certificate  had  been  given. 

Mr.  Beck  said  that  his  clients  had  been  brought  to  the  court, 
and  ought  to  have  their  costs. 

Mr.  Murphy  :  They  were  not  brought  here  ;  they  merely 
received  a  notice  under  the  Act,  and  as  the  defence  of 
"warranty"  has  been  abandoned,  they  have  now  no  locus 
standi. 

The  Chairman  :  That  is  so  ;  Messrs.  Pantin  must  seek  their 
relief  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Ricketts  said  that  on  December  7  last  the  inspector 
purchased  twopenny  worth  of  cream  of  tartar  at  the  de- 
fendants' shop,  which  on  analysis  by  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  the 
analyst,  was  found  to  contain  lead  in  the  proportion  of  at 
least  4  gr.  per  lb.  Lead  being  cumulative  in  its  effects, 
such  a  proportion  might  have  most  serious  consequences 
for  the  consumer,  who  generally  used  it  for  making  cooling 
drinks  or  as  a  baking-powder. 

Evidence  was  then  given  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  sample. 
Mr.  McKirdy,  the  inspector,  stated  that  after  he  got  the 
analyst's  certificate  he  saw  Mr.  Picken,  one  of  the  company,  and 
he  said  that  Mr.  Forbes,  the  manager  at  Forest  Gate,  bought 
all  the  drugs,  and  was  very  careful  in  purchasing  them.  He 
also  gave  the  name  of  the  firm  from  which  the  article  was 
bought,  but  on  meeting  him  on  a  subsequent  occasion  he 
said  it  was  not  that  firm's  goods,  but  came  from  another 
firm. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  public  analyst  to  the  Essex  County 
Council,  spoke  to  his  certificate,  and  was  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Murphy  as  to  the  origin  of  the  lead  in  the  article.  It  is, 
he  said,  purely  an  accident  which  arises  owing  to  improper 
manufacture. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  County 
Council,  also  gave  evidence. 

Mr.  Murphy  did  not  dispute  the  accuracy  of  the  analysis, 
but  submitted  that  the  certificate  did  not  disclose  any 
offence,  owing  to  its  vagueness,  as  it  did  not  state  the  con- 
stituent parts  of  the  sample  (f  oz.)  analysed,  but  merely 
certified  that  it  contained  lead  in  the  proportion  of  4  gr.  to 
the  pound,  and  was  injurious  to  health.  He  referred  to 
Hudson  v.  Bridge,  Newby  v.  Sims,  Fortune  v.  Hanson,  Lee  v. 
Bent,  and  Barlow  v.  Noblett.  He  also  submitted  that  ac- 
cording to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  standard  for  cream 
of  tartar  allows  2|  per  cent,  for  impurities — a  far  higher 
proportion  than  4  gr.  per  lb.  Further,  he  submitted  that  by 
Section  6,  Sub-section  4,  of  the  1875  Act  if  the  drug  is  "  un- 
avoidably "  mixed  with  extraneous  matter  in  process  of 
collection  or  preparation,  that  is  a  sufficient  defence.  In  the 
present  case  it  was  not  suggested  that  the  lead  had  been 
"  added  "  for  any  purpose,  but  it  probably  came  from  the 
leaden  vessels  in  which  the  wine-lees  used  for  making  the 
drug  were  collected.  The  mere  presence  of  deleterious 
matter  did  not  in  itself  constitute  an  offence,  and  he  quoted 
in  support  of  this  Shortt  v.  Robinson,  Goulder  v.  Rook,  and 
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Bent  v.  Ormerod.  With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  de- 
fendants, he  was  prepared  to  call  a  number  of  witnesses  to 
show  that  the  sample  sold  was  in  the  same  condition  as 
when  the  bulk  was  purchased  by  them. 

The  Chairman  :  There  is  no  suggestion  against  the  de- 
fendants' perfect  honesty  or  bona  fides  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Ricketts,  in  reply,  said  Mr.  Murphy's  argument  would 
only  apply  if  lead  were  a  constituent  part  of  cream  of  tartar, 
which  it  is  not.  He  referred  to  Bakewell  v.  Davis  and 
Bridge  v.  Howard,  and  distinguished  the  cases  cited. 

The  Justices,  after  considering  the  matter  in  private,  held 
that  the  analysts'  certificate  was  sufficient  to  support  the 
summons,  and  fined  the  defendants  \0l.,  with  11.  0s.  6d. 
costs. 

High  Court  Cases. 

The  Arsenical  Glucose  Case. 
In  the  Commercial  Court  of  the  K.B.  Division  this  week 
before  Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  the  hearing  of  the  action  by 
Bostock  &  Co.  (Limited)  to  recover  damages  of  about  300.COOZ. 
from  J.  Nicholson  &  Co.  (Limited)  was  resumed.  (See 
C.  <$•  D.,  Jan.  16,  page  76  )  The  evidence  for  the  plaintiffs 
was  concluded  last  week.  For  the  defence  Sir  Edward 
Clarke  called  Mr.  John  Carr  Nicholson,  managing 
director  of  the  defendant  company,  who  deposed  that 
the  company  had  made  20,000  to  25,000  tons  of 
sulphuric  acid  yearly.  Until  the  arsenic  scare  of  1900 
they  never  knew  that  sulphuric  acid  was  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  food-prodcct.°.  They  bad  no  rotion  that 
Messrs.  Bostock  used  it  in  the  manufacture  of  glucose 
or  "  invert  sugar." 

In  the  course  of  a  legal  discussion  Mr.  Russell  said  that 
plaintiffs  relied  upon  the  allegation  of  fraud  and  bieach  of 
warranty  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  in  substituting  an 
impure  acid  for  the  pure  brimstone  acid  ordered. 

Mr.  Joseph  Nicholson,  brother  of  the  last  witness,  and 
also  a  director  of  the  defendant  company,  corroborated. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  followed  in  the  witness-box  by  Mr. 
Otto  Hehner,  who  deposed  that  vitriol  has  during  the 
past  twenty-five  to  thirty  years  been  made  exclusively 
from  pyrites,  and  that  any  man  using  the  acid  for  making 
some  human  food  without  testing  for  arsenic  would  be 
acting  most  imprudently.  Mr.  Schack  Sommer  and  Mr. 
John  Heron  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann 
said  unpuriSed  B.O.V.  is  nearly  black,  and  becomes  white 
or  straw-coloured  when  purified.  When  the  duly  was  put 
on  Sicilian  brimstone,  makers  had  to  look  out  for  another 
source  of  manufacture,  and  it  was  discovered  that  acid  could 
be  made  from  pyiites.  Further  expert  evidence  as  to  the 
manufacture  and  treatment  of  sulphuric  acid  was  heard,  and 
it  is  not  expected  that  the  cise  will  finish  before  Saturday. 

"  Absorbine  "  as  a  Trade-mark. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Tuesday,  January  19,  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  commenced  the  hearing  of  the  action  of  Christy 
v.  Tipper,  together  with  a  motion  In  re  Trade-mark  No.  212,163 
and  In  re  Patents  &c.  Acts,  1883  to  1888,  to  rectify  the 
register.  The  action  was  brought  by  Thomas  Christy  &  Co., 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  Young,  of  Mass.,  U.S.A.,  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendants from  using  the  word  "  Absorbine  "  as  applied  to  an 
embrocation  for  horses  and  for  human  beings.  The  defendants 
asked  for  rectification  of  the  register  of  trade  marks  by  ex- 
punging  the  word  from  the  register. 

Mr.  Hughes,  K.C.,  aud  Mr.  Sebastian  appeared  for  the 
plaintiffs  ;  Mr.  Younger,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Hewitt  repre- 
sented the  defendants ;  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Parker  was  counsel  for 
the  Comptroller  of  Trade-marks. 

Mr.  Hughes,  K.C.s  aid  Mr.  Young  originally  sold  the  pre- 
paration in  1888,  and  was  an  American  carrying  on  business 
in  the  United  States.  In  July,  1892,  he  registered"  Absorbhia  " 
as  a  trade-mark  there.  From  that  date  the  preparation  was 
largely  advertised  in  American  papers  and  catalogues  having 
a  circulation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  gradually  became 
known  here.  In  November,  1901,  the  plaintiffs  applied  for 
registration  of  the  word  as  a  trade-mark  in  England.  It  was  j 
registered  for  veterinary  purposes,  and  also  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  It  had  been  largely  advertised 
and  sold  in  this  country,  and  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.  were  the 
agents  "of  Young  for  the  United  Kingdom.  When  the  appli- 
cation was  advertised,  Messrs. Corbyr,  Stacey  &  Co.,  chemists, 


wrote  that  they  hael  used  the  name  "  Absorbine,"  but  they 
never  went  on  with  their  opposition.  The  writ  was  issued 
on  March  30,  1903,  and  in  April  there  was  a  notice  of  motion 
served  to  rectify  the  register  by  the  removal  of  the  mark. 

Mr.  Hewitt  said  the  case  for  the  defence  was  that  this  was 
not  a  good  word  on  the  register,  and  that  it  never  ought  to 
have  been  put  there.  It  could  not  be  said  that  the  word 
was  an  invented  word.  The  questions  which  defendants 
would  raise  would  be  whether  the  mark  was  registrable 
under  the  Patents  &r ,  Act,  that  the  word  was  not  an  invented 
word,  that  it  was  not  distinctive  of  the  plaintiffs'  goods,  and 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to  the  exclusive  me  of 
the  word.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  said  they  sold  for  three 
years  prior  to  the  registration  of  the  worel  by  the  plaintiffs  an 
article  of  a  similar  character  under  the  same  word,  but  they 
did  not  consider  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  go  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  opposing  registration.  Mr.  Tipper  for  twenty 
years  prior  to  the  registration  sold  ointment  under  the  name 
''Absorbent,"  but  just  prior  to  registration  in  November,  1901, 
they  gave  instructions  for  the  alteration  of  their  catalogue, 
and  from  that  date  the  ointment  was  known  as  "  Absorbine." 
They  never  knew  of  the  plaintiffs'  '  Absorbine  "  until  Decem- 
ber, 1902. 

Evidence  was  then  called  in  support  of  the  case  for  the 
plaintiffs,  a  number  of  witnesses  from  the  veterinary  profession 
stating  that  they  had  heard  of  the  plaintiffs'  ''  Absorbine'* 
but  never  of  that  of  the  defendants,  while  others,  mainly 
managers  of  wholesale  businesses,  said  they  knew  of  both, 
preparations. 

Evidence  was  called  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  W.;F.  Waller,  a  director  of  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  &c,  Holborn,  said  that  that  firm  in  its 
business  useel  a  preparation  called  ':  Absorbine."  The  goods 
were  catalogued  under  that  name  in  February  anelJunc,  1900. 
These  catalogues  had  been  circulated  throughout  the  veterin- 
ary profession.  The  preparation  was  first  offereel  for  sale  in. 
1898  or  1899.  They  had  then  never  heard  of  a  preparation  of 
the  same  name  made  by  the  plaintiffs  or  anybody  else.  The 
word  "  Absorbine  "  was  devised  by  the  directors  of  his  com- 
pany in  1 898.  His  company  became  aware  that  the  plaintiffs 
proposed  to  register  Absorbine,"  and  they  did  not  formally 
oppose  it.  They  gave  an  undertaking  ot  nto  use  the  word 
"Absorbine  "  pending  the  result  of  this  action  ;  but  they  did 
not  admit  the  plaintiffs  had  any  rights,  common-law  or  other- 
wise, in  the  word,  and  gave  the  undertaking  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  an  action,  as  the  matter  was  not  an  important'one  to 
them. 

Cross-examined  :  He  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
an  advertisement  of  "Absorbine"  had  appeared  in  tie 
"  American  Druggjst  since  September  t  1898.  Their  "  Absor- 
bine "  was  sold  by  the  pound,  and  made  up  when  wanted  ;  it 
was  not  sold  in  the  way  proprietary  medicines  usually  are. 

Mr.  Tipper,  M.R.C  V.S.,  next  gave  evidence,  and  was  about 
to  be  cross-examined  when  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  that  as,  at 
present  advised,  the  plaintiff's  case  was  tratle-mark  or  no- 
thing, and  unless  they  succeeded  in  establishing  the  validity 
of  the  trade-mark  they  had  a  very  poor  chance  of  getting 
anything.  There  was  no  imputation  made  that  Messrs. 
Tipper  were  not  perfectly  straightforwaid  honest  people, 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  difference  between< 
"  Absorbent "  (the  word  Messrs.  Tipper  had  used  for  many 
years)  and  "  Absorbine  "  was  not  worth  twopence  to  them. 
From  what  he  saw  of  Mr.  Tipper  in  the  witness-box,  he  did 
not  think  he  could  be  anxious  to  go  to  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  general  question  of  whether  an  English  word  with  the 
terminal  "ine  "  was  a  good  trade-mark  or  n:t.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  for  the  defendants  to  drop  the  motion  to  expunge,  to 
go  back  to  the  word  "  Absorbent,"  and  for  each  party  to  pay 
their  own  costs. 

After  a  brief  consultation,  Mr.  Younger  announced  that 
the  defendants  would  have  been  prepared  to  accept  the 
suggestion  if  it  had  been  made  earlier.  They  would  be 
willing  to  give  up  the  word  "Absorbine"  and  go  back  to 
"Absorbent";  but  on  the  question  of  passiDg-off  the  costs 
had  been  heavy,  and  upon  that  part  of  the  case  the  defend- 
ants were  not  willing  to  pay  their  own  costs. 

His  Lordship  said  those  costs  would  net  ruin  Mr.  Tipper. 
The  suggestion  was  made  for  the  gjio.l  of  both  partus. 

No  comp-  )m'se  was  effected,  and  the  cise  proceee'e1.  It 
had  not  finished  when  the  Court  rose. 
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Bankruptcies  anD  failures. 


Be  Arthur  Macdonald,  formerly  in  business  as  a  Chemist  at 
Eccles  New  Road,  Salford. — At  the  Salford  County  Court  debtor 
applied  for  his  discharge.  A  first  and  final  dividend  of  2s.  Id.  in 
the  1/.  had  been  paid  on  proofs  for  212/.  Judge  Parry  said  it  was 
a  case  in  which  he  could  suspend  the  discharge  for  the  minimum 
period  allowed  by  the  law — viz.,  two  years. 

Be  Charles  Tyrell,  14  Bevois  Valley  Road,  Southampton, 
Drug-dealer. — At  the  Southampton  County  Court,  on  January  12, 
application  was  made  to  Judge  Gye  for  the  discharge  of  this 
bankrupt.  The  Official  Reciver  (Mr.  "W.  F.  J.  Hunt)  said  the 
receiving  order  was  made  in  November  1889  and  the  liabilities 
were  146?.  ;  but  the  assets  realising  only  20?.  proved  insufficient 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  no  dividend  had  been 
paid.    Ultimately  an  immediate  discharge  was  granted. 

Be  Henry  Wells  Buer,  39  Grenfell  Road,  Maidenhead,  Patent- 
medicine  Vendor. — The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on 
January  19,  at  the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  14  Bedford  Row, 
W.C.,  before  Mr.  Cecil  Mercer,  Official  Receiver.  Debtor's  state- 
ment of  afairs  showed  unsecured  liabilities  1,063?  13.s.  Id.,  and 
assets,  after  allowing  for  preferential  claims,  1907.  0s.  lid.  Debtor 
attributed  his  position  to  certain  legal  proceedings  taken  against 
him,  and  he  filed  his  own  petition.  He  commenced  business 
thirty  years  ago  with  a  capital  oE  8007.,  and  became  aware  of  his 
insolvency  in  December  last.  His  deficiency- account  shows  that 
he  had  an  excess  of  liabilities  over  assets,  a  year  ago,  amounting 
to  367?.,  since  when  his  household-expenses  had  amountei  to 
2607 ,  and  there  had  been  various  allowances  to  the  debtor's  wife, 
from  whom  he  was  separated,  to  a  Mrs.  William.3,  and  maintenance 
of  his  four  children.  Debtor  hai  only  kept  debit  and  credit 
ledgers — no  other  books.  The  liabilities  were  contracted  in 
respect  of  goods  obtained,  money  borrowed,  advertising,  &c.  No 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  oE 
the  Official  Receiver  to  wind  up  in  bankruptcy.  The  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors  :  — 

£   s.  d. 

Apothecaries'  Society,  London    51    3  1 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  London        ...    27    0  1 

Gordon  &  Gotch,  London   13  19  8 

Lile,  J.  H,  London  35  13  11 

"Penny  Illustrated  Paper," London       ...    11    2  4 

"  Reading  Observer,"  Reading    11    0  0 

Williams,  Fanny,  Reading   820    0  0 

Preferential  creditors   11    6  10 

Be  Wm.  Stevens,  late  of  677  Romford  Road,  Manor  Park 
Chemist. — The  creditors  met  on  Thursday  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  and  decided  to  leave  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  bankruptcy.  Accounts  had 
been  filed  showing  liabilities  5707.  Is.  4r7.,  against  assets  237.  10s. 
The  debtor  started  the  above  business  in  January,  1895,  with 
3007.  borrowed  capital,  and  carried  it  on  as  W.  Goyne-Stevens 
until  three  weeks  before  the  failure,  when  he  sold  it  for  1007., 
which  was  handed  over  to  the  mortgagee  of  the  lease.  The 
principal  creditors  are  : 

£    s.  d. 

Hearon,   Squire    &    Francis  (Limited), 

Soulhwark  Street,  S.E   61    4  9 

London  and  Provincial  Bank  (Limited)  ...  19  15  1 
Pankhurst,  E.  H.,  East  Ham   361  11  2 

\,  Partly  Seeur.ed. 

Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited), 
Jewry  Street    37    0  4 

Be  John  Thomas  Beynon,  trading  as  "  Beynon  &  Co.,"  12 
Church  Street,  Monmouth,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  public 
examination  took  place  at  Newport  (Mon  ),  on  January  14,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Hcrnby.  Replying  to  questions  put  to  him  by  Mr. 
Geo.  H.  Llewellyn  (the  Official  Receiver),  debtor  gave  details  of  his 
failure  as  published  in  our  issue  of  January  2,  page  8.  He  maintained 
that  he  had  acted  with  every  prudence  in  buying  his  last  business. 
He  had  examined  the  books  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  business  done,  but  the  book  shown  him  was  un- 
doubtedly a  false  one.  The  Official  Receiver  pointed  out  that  this 
was  a  very  serious  charge  to  make,  but  debtor  repeated  that  his 
allegation  was  unquestionably  true.  He  soon  found  out  that  he 
had  made  a  mistake.  His  takings  only  amounted  to  57.  a  week, 
and  his  trade-expenses  alone  exhausted  the  profits  made ;  but  he 
had  drawn,  besides,  30s.  a  week  for  household  and  personal  ex- 
penses. His  present  liabilities  had  been  incurred  since  May  last, 
and  these  were  mainly  trade-debts,  with  the  exception  of  807. 
money  borrowed  and  iC07.  purchase-money  still  unpaid ;  whilst 
his  deficiency- account  showed  that,  in  addition  to  2007.  which  was 
figured  a3  tin  loss  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  the  business,  he 
had  paid  2U7.  a?  interest  on  a  loan  of  money  which  he  had  had  from  a 
firm  of  Bristol  money-lenders.    The  Official  Receiver  said  that 


the  business. for  which  debtor  had  undertaken  to  pay  3007.,  and 
which  was  now,  debtor  had  said,  in  pretty  well  the  same  condition 
as  it  was'in  May  last,  had  only  realised  100?.,  and  he  (the  O.R  ) 
had  been  advised  that  this  was  a  good  price.  The  only  book  of 
accounts  which  debtor  had  kept  was  a  ledger.  The  debtor  was 
allowed  to  pass. 


6a3ette» 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Boyd,  C,  and  Gibbons,  A.  P.,  under  the  style  of  Boyd  & 
Gibbons,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E  ,  surgeons  and  physicians, 

Qewrance,  T.,  and  Paul.  J.  H.  under  the  style  of  the  Albion 
Chemical  Company,  Charlton,  Kent,  chemical-manufacturers. 

Preston,  J.,  and  Cowburn,  A.  W.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Bleachers'  Chemical  Company,  Royton,  near  Oldham, 
manufacturing  chemists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1800- 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Bell,  Tames,  Whittle  Springs,  near  Chorley,  Lancashire,  doctor 
of  medicine  -discharge  suspended  for  two  vears,  ending 
December  9,  1905. 


Company  IRews. 


Homocea  (Limited). — A  dividend  has  been  declared  on 
the  reduced  preference  capital  of  6  per  cent,  for  the  year 
1903^4,  payable  on  February  1. 

Blundell  Spence  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  report  states 
that  the  Board  recommends  a  dividend  of  9  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  sharer.  In  addition  to  placing  1,0007.  to  revenue 
re;erve  (which  will  stand  at  6,1007.),  the  directors  have 
allocated  from  profits  3007.  to  write  down  Consols  to 
approximately  85,  and  4787.  to  bring  the  reserve  account 
for  discounts  and  allowances  up  to  8,0007.  This  leaves 
16,9487.  to  be  carried  forward,  as  against  11,4117  last  year. 

Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited).  —  The  ninth  annual 
general  meeting  was  held  on  January  15,  at  the  head  offices, 
65  Harmood  Street,  N.W.,  Mr.  A.  Chatto  presiding  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman  of  directors  through  indisposition. 
In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  Chairman  said  he 
considered  it  satisfactory  that  the  company's  trading  profit 
for  the  period  under  review  was  better  than  that  for  the 
previous  year,  because  retail  trades  generally  had  suffered, 
primarily  on  account  of  the  very  wet  season,  and  also  as  a 
result  of  the  all-round  depression  in  trade.  The  wet  seasoD, 
too,  had  resulted  in  the  health  of  the  country  being 
exceptionally  good,  thus  causing  people  to  take  fewer 
drugs.  He  regarded  it  as  very  satisfactory  that,  while  the 
item  "  Sundry  creditors  and  bills  payable"  was  down  5007., 
their  bank  balance  was  5007.  up.  They  had  also  added 
1,0007.  to  the  different  reserve  funds.  Mr.  D.  Russell  seconded 
the  motion.  Mr.  J.  F.  Fuerst  (a  director),  in  reply  to  a 
shareholder's  remarks  on  the  question  of  shop  extensions, 
pointed  out  that  when  the  company  first  took  the  business 
over  they  had  four  shops,  and  now  they  possessed  thirty 
shops,  established  practically  out  of  revenue.  It  was 
therefore  certainly  fair  to  ask  why  the  directors  did  not  now 
stop  the  opening  up  of  new  depots  and  consolidate  the 
business  ;  but  they  had  to  considerthat,  while  they  possessed 
a  factory  with  heavy  expenses,  such  expenses  were  equally 
applicable  to  a  much  larger  business.  It  therefore  fell  to 
the  directors  to  judge  of  the  advisability  of  ceasing  to  open 
up  new  shops  or  otherwise.  The  fact  that  they  were  now 
manufacturing  their  own  goods  was  a  distinct  advantage  to 
the  company,  and  should  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  the 
shareholders  in  the  future.  The  report  was  adopted  un- 
animously. 


The  Calendar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
1904,  has  just  been  published  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C., 
and,  although  in  a  large  measure  of  a  stereotyped  nature,  it  shows 
careful  revision  and  alteration  in  practically  every  department. 
It  is  published  at  2s.,  and  the  highest  praise  we  can  give  it  is  that 
seldom  a  day  passes  when  we  do  not  find  it  advantageous  to 
refer  to. 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttons. 

By  Xrayser. 


A  Hundred  Years  Ago 

or  thereabout — between  May,  1803,  and 
February,  1805,  to  be  exact— a  scientific  comedy  was  enacted 
which  created  considerable  interest  at  the  time,  and  which 
still  offers  a  needed  lesson  against  ultra-cocksureness.  Early 
in  1803  a  printed  notice  was  circulated  among  scientists  by 
a  well-known  instrument-maker,  Mr.  Forster,  of  26  Gerrard 
Street,  Solio,  announcing  "  a  new  noble  metal  "  which  was 
designated  "  palladium  or  new  silver."  Some  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  this  new  metal  were  described  on  the  notice,  such 
as  that  it  "  dissolves  in  pure  spirit  of  nitre,  green  vitriol 
throws  it  down  in  the  state  of  a  regulus  from  this  solution, 
the  greatest  heat  of  a  blacksmith's  fire  would  hardly  melt  it, 
but  if  you  touch  it  with  a  small  bit  of  sulphur  it  runs  as 
easily  as  zinc."  This  interesting  novelty  was  sold  only 
by  Mr.  Forster  in  5s.,  10s,  6d.,  and  21s.  samples,  and  the 
guinea  lot  contained  only  about  25  gr.  Mr.  Forster  must 
have  had  a  high  reputation,  or  his  advertisement  would  not 
have  attracted  any  attention.  Moreover,  at  that  time  intense 
interest  was  beiDg  taken  in  scientific  investigation,  which 
had  only  begun  to  yield  such  splendid  results.  A  scientific 
chemist  of  fair  reputation, 

Mr.  Richard  Chenevix,  F.R.S., 

saw  a  chance  of  distinguish- 
ing himself  with  this  palladium,  so  he  went  to  Mr.  Forster, 
tried  in  vain  to  get  from  him  some  information  as  to  its 
origiD,  and  ultimately  bought  up  his  whole  stock.  He 
experimented  with  it  diligently  for  about  a  month,  and  then 
prepared  a  lengthy  paper  about  it  which  was  read  before  the 
Royal  Society  on  May  12,  1803,  and  is  printed  in  the 
l;  Philosophical  Transactions"  of  that  year.  After  describing 
the  manner,  "  unusual  in  science,"  in  which  the  pretended 
new  element  had  been  introduced,  he  stated  "  It  was 
therefore  with  a  view  to  detect  what  I  conceived  to  be  an 
imposture  "  that  he  hid  undertaken  this  investigation.  The 
moral  may  be  interposed  here  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to 
proceed  on  any  research  with  a  preconceived  anticipation  of 
the  conclusion  to  be  reached.  Mr.  Chenevix  then  described 
the  characteristics  of  the  metal  and  added  : 

We  have  been  told  of  very  extraordinary  anomalies  in 
chemical  affinities  by  Mr.  Berthollet ;  and  Mr.  Hatchett  has 
made  us  acquainted  with  some  not  less  extraordinary  in  the 
properties  of  alloys.  Yet  I  think  we  shall  cease  to  wonder 
at  what  has  been  stated  by  these  chemists  when  we  learn 
that  palladium  is  not,  as  was  shamefully  announced,  a  new 
simple  metal,  but  an  alloy  of  platinum,  and  that  the 
substance  which  can  thus  mask  the  most  characteristic 
properties  of  that  metal  while  it  loses  the  greater  number  of 
its  own  is  mercury. 

Then  followed  reports  of  a  long  series  of  experiments  estab- 
lishing this  deduction,  and  in  conclusion  the  critic  solemnly 
adjured  his  audience  to  remember  "  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
form  a  theory  before  we  are  provided  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  facts  " — an  admonition  which  probably  the  author  often 
called  to  mind  in  after-years.  In  consequence  of  Mr. 
ChenevixV,  absence,  his  paper  was  read  by 

W.  H.  Wollaston, 

who  was  at  that  time  the  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Society.  And  this  was  the  humorous  feature  in  the 
situation  ;  for  it  was  Wollaston  who  had  discovered  palladium 
in  the  course  of  his  work  with  platinum,  it  was  he  who  had 
sent  samples  to  Mr.  Forster  for  sale,  and  he  too,  in  all 
probability,  was  the  writer  of  the  shameful  announcement. 
It  is  said  that  Wollaston  tried  to  dissuade  Chenevix  from 


publishing  his  paper,  and  even  while  he  read  it  it  is  hardly 
likely  that  the  comic  aspect  of  the  circumstance  appealed  to 
him,  for  Wollaston  was  about  the  most  serious  man  that 
ever  lived.  Nor  is  it  likely  that  Chenevix's  temporary  triumph 
at  all  disconcerted  him.  Paragraphs  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers and  magazines  of  the  day  recording  the  brilliant 
exposure  of  the  scientific  forgery,  and  the  Royal  Society  and 
Chenevix  shook  hands  with  themselves.  Meanwhile  Wollaston 
went  steadily  on  with  his  work.  In  1804  he  also  separated 
rhodium  from  platinum,  but  it  was  not  till  February,  l£05, 
that  he  thought  fit  to  clear  up  the  mystery.  Then  he 
published  a  full  account  of  his  research  and  described  in 
detail  the  processes  by  which  the  three  elements  could  be 
extracted  from  the  ordinary  platinum  as  it  was  then  known. 
He  published  this  report  in  "  Nicholson's  Journal."  Perhaps 
it  was  out  of  delicacy  towards  Chenevix  that  he  did  not  bring 
his  results  before  the  Royal  Society.  However  this  may  be, 
there  was  no  room  left  for  doubt.  When  Wollaston  said  a 
thing  was,  it  was  so.  He  was  familiarly,  and  not  at  all 
sarcastically  known  as  "  the  Pope,"  and  his  reputation  for 
infallibility  was  deserve!  by  the  immense  care  he  took  to  be 
absolutely  confident  o"  his  grouni  before  he  offered  any 
acts  or  theories  to  his  associate. 

A  Sirange  Figure 

in  scientific  history  was  this  William  Hyde 
Wollaston.  He  qualified  at  Cambridge  as  a  physic'an,  and 
practised  in  London  till  he  was  thirty-four  years  of  age 
Then  he  abandoned  his  profession  :  one  account  says  he  did 
so  because  he  was  piqued  at  not  getting  a  certain  hospital 
appointment;  according  to  another  narration  his  anxiety  in 
regard  to  his  patients  was  more  than  he  could  bear.  He 
took  a  house  in  Buckingham  Street,  Fitzroy  Square,  built  a 
laboratory,  and  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  scientific 
pursuits.  No  one  except  himself  was  ever  allowed  to,  enter 
his  laboratory,  and  no  one  knew  what  he  was  engaged  on 
till  he  chose  to  report.  Due  to  this  secrecy  he  made  a 
fortune  out  of  platinum.  He  discovered  how  to  make  it 
malleable,  and,  probably  through  Mr.  Forster,  he  supplied  all 
the  platinum  utensils  which  chemists  were  eager  to  buy. 
He  only  revealed  his  secret  a  short  time  before  his  death. 
He  published  fifty- six  scientific  reports.  All  were  condensed 
iu  style,  every  one  contributed  something  new  and  valuable  to 
human  knowledge,  and  they  were  concerned  with  pathology, 
physiology,  chemistry,  optics,  mineralogy,  crystallography, 
astronomy,  electricity,  mechanics,  and  botany. 

Among  his  Achievements 

he  established  the  chemical  doctrine 
of  multiple  proportions,  anticipated  what  we  know  as  stereo- 
chemistry, first  observed  that  flame  would  not  pass  through 
narrow  tubes  (an  observation  which  Davy  subsequently 
utilised  in  the  miners'  lamp),  brought  the  camera  lucida  to 
perfection,  and  thus  laid  one  of  the  foundation-stones  of 
photography,  invented  periscopic  glasses,  constructed  the 
goniometer  for  measuring  crystals,  demonstrated  the  identity 
Qf  galvanism  and  electricity,  and  proved  the  nature  of  gouty 
and  urinary  concretions.  All  this  in  addition  to  his  work 
on  the  platinum  group  of  elements  already  referred  to.  As 
illustrative  of  his  curious  character  it  is  told  of  hirn  that  a 
younger  brother  once  asked  him  to  use  his  influence--^  secure 
for  him  a  vacant  position  in  the  Customs.  Wollaston  wrote 
declining  to  sacrifice  his  independence  by  asking  for  a 
favour,  but  enclosed  with  his  refusal  a  stock  certificate  for 
'.  1O.G00Z.  worth  of  Consols.  At  the  age  of  sixty-two  he  was 
disturbed  by  an  affection  of  vision.  He  went  to  a  ph  ysician 
and  described  the  symptoms  as  if  they  related  to  a  third 
person.  He  was  assured  that  a  tumour  of  the  brain  was 
indicated.  He  went  home,  finished  all  the  work  he  had  in 
hand,  conmleted  his  manuscripts,  and  died  soon  after,  on 
December  22,  1828. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Cbe  "  Sanltas "  Co 


are  the  exclusive  Ifianufacturers  of 
well-known  Non-poisonous 
9$ 


the 


II 


and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"  Soldis,"  "  Okol,"   "  Creoeide,"   "  Oehlop," 
"Klngrzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
" Sulphugators."  "Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Alp 
Purifiers," 

"Formie  Fumlgators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanilas"  Pamphlet  and  "Bote  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE" SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


Write 
for 
LIST 


Ml 


assures  pure  wa ter. 

the  only  filters  awarded  cr and  prix,  paris,  1900. 

the  ■       '  ■"• 

PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  COVERNMENT  STATEMENT—  v 

"Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  been 
applied  Typhoid  Fever  has  disappeared.": 

J.  DE FRIES  &  SONS,  Limited, 

146  &  147,  HOUNDSDITCH,  LONDON;  E.C. 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON.  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/ of, 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  eft 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Unlit  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  eft 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA! 

19/ eft. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  E.S  S 
PuriQoil,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  oft 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cft. 

Fhl06t  LoviKiiled 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ oft 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/1(U* 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/lb- 

•J«  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
Condon  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  npwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


SANATOGEN 

A  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 

RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

Far  Terms,  Advertising  Hatter  and  Literature  tpply  te 

Th»  IAIAT06EI-CO.,  S3  Upper  Thuti  St,  London  1.0. 


JEWSBURY  i 

&  BROWN'S 

MINERAL 

WATPDQ 

ARE 

THE  m 

VERY 

BEST. 

By  Appointment  to 

King  Edward  VII. 

Ardwick  Green, 

MANCHESTER. 

Editorial  Comments. 


Theory  and  Practice. 

Last  week  the  Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  informed 
us  that  eight  persons  passed  the  Major  examination  held  this 
month,  and  154  persons  passed  the  Minor  examination.  The 
proportion  is  about  one  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  twenty 
chemists  and  druggists.  The  figures  strike  us  as  factors 
which  nowadays  must  be  kept  clearly  in  view  when  speaking 
of  pharmaceutical  education.  We  question  if  they  were 
at  the  special  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
Wednesday,  except  by  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  when  he  repeated 
the  practical  suggestions  which  he  submitted  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  at  Bristol  respecting  a  course  of  col- 
legiate study  for  chemists'  apprentices.  Professor  Wild,  of 
Manchester,  spoke  on  "  University  Education  for  Pharma- 
cists," and  it  was  the  eight  rather  than  the  154  that  he  had 
in  mind.  Consequently,  criticism  is  almost  out  of  court,  as 
the  subject  scarcely  merits  it.  The  universities  of  Great 
Britain  cannot  afford  to  consider,  far  less  launch,  any  new 
scheme  of  education  which  will  attract  to  each  of 
them  three,  or  at  the  most  six,  fresh  students 
a  year.  Besides,  consideration  of  any  proposal  of  that 
nature  serves  to  divert  attention  from  the  more  important 
issue  that  sixty  years'  work  on  the  part  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  in  ensuring  the  qualification  of  its  diplomates 
has  not  brought  about  in  England  that  devolution  of  dis- 
pensing-practice from  the  medical  ranks  which  was  the 
ulterior  object  of  the  Society.  Taking  a  broad  view  of 
Professor  Wild's  suggestions,  they  amount  to  a  recom- 
mendation of  scientific  side-lines  for  utilising  the  phar- 
macist's abilities,  and  he  would  shape  the  curriculum 
accordingly.  There  soon  will  be  no  pharmacy  for  the 
pharmacist,  he  says  in  effect.  It  is  a  sad  confession,  and  if 
Professor  Wild  speaks  on  behalf  of  the  medical  profession 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  may  as  well  abandon  its  efforts 
in  promoting  a  uniform  system  of  education  of  those  who 
practise  pharmacy,  and  stick  severely  to  the  registration  of 
chemists  and  druggists  who  possess  a  competent  practical 
knowledge    of     their     business,    as    the    1868  Phar- 
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macy  Act  has  it.  Academic  utterances  on  pharma- 
ceutical education  ignore  this  essential  reason  for 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  existence.  The  fact  is 
overlooked  that  it  is  the  Minor  man  who  brings  the  grist  to 
the  mill,  that  it  is  he  who  has  been  educated  up  to  the  level 
of  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  business,  while  the  Major 
man  has  been  shorn  of  pharmaceutical  distinction,  and  has 
acquired  a  pseudo-scientific  qualification  that  partly  unsuits 
him  for  the  "  business,"  and  gives  him  no  special  status  as 
an  authority  in  scientific  side-lines.  The  Minor  examination 
of  to-day  is  a  more  thorough  test  of  fitness  to  dispense 
physicians'  prescriptions  than  was  the  Major  examination  in 
1868.  It  has  been  made  so  with  the  approval  of  the  Privy 
Council,  although  contrary  to  the  intention  of  a 
parliamentary  select  committee.  Few  deplore  the  fact, 
and  in  certain  respects  it  is  an  advantage,  that 
every  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  whether  Major 
or  Minor,  should  be  a  competent  dispenser,  but  a 
university  education  is  not  required  for  the  completion 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  efforts.  We  want  in  England 
and  Wales  the  support  of  the  medical  profession  by  devolu- 
tion of  their  dispensing  work.  Nine-tenths  of  the  medicine 
prescribed  is  dispensed  by  medical  men  themselves  or  their 
employes,  and  the  pharmaceutical  education  that  is  parti- 
cularly required  is  the  kind  which  will  bring  that  work  to 
the  pharmacist.  This  stands  in  the  programme  of  reform 
before  urine-analysis.  The  pharmacist's,  the  chemist  and 
druggist's  "  business  "  is  at  the  retail  and  dispensing  counters, 
and,  whatever  academic  reasoning  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  matter,  at  the  counter  it  will  remain,  rather  than  in  the 
laboratory.  The  failure  of  Wednesday's  meeting  lay  in 
ignoring  this  fact. 

"Et  tu,  Brute!" 

It  is  a  trifle  hard  upon  our  venerable  contemporary  in 
Bloomsbury  to  have  notoriety  thrust  upon  it  in  the  way  it 
was  done  at  a  metropolitan  Coroner's  Court  this  week 
(page  110).  The  circumstance  that  a  limited  company 
should  thus  drag  its  old  name  in  the  dust  prevents  us  from 
declaring  that  this  "  well-meaning,  if  unfortunate,  oracle 
cannot  be  said  to  have  given  help  or  advice  to  the  grocer, 
the  company-promoter,  and  the  huckster  as  to  how  they 
may  avoid  conflict  with  the  bulldogs  (or  bloodhounds)  of 
Somerset  House  when  encroaching  on  the  chemist's  ground 
by  selling  medicines." 

Malaria  in  Austria. 

The  American  Consul  at  Trieste  (Mr.  F.  W.  Hossfeld)  reports 
that  a  Vienna  manufacturer,  Mr.  Leopold  Kupelwieser,  has 
placed  at  Dr.  Koch's  disposal  the  island  of  Brioni  (situated 
west  of  the  peninsula  of  Istria  and  about  sixty  miles  south 
of  Trieste),  to  enable  him  to  continue  there  his  investigations 
in  malarial  fever.  The  experiments  which  Dr.  Koch  had 
made  in  Africa  convinced  him  that  malaria  could  be  stamped 
out  in  many  places  where  it  now  prevails,  and  that  where  it 
was  possible  to  isolate  such  a  place  the  task  would  be 
comparatively  easy.  The  mosquitoes  carrying  the  malaria 
cannot  fly  very  far,  and  an  accession  of  infected  mosquitoes 
from  the  mainland  seemed  to  be  out  of  the  question,  so  it  was 
hoped  that,  by  curing  the  sick  during  the  cold  season  and 
then  waging  energetic  warfare  against  the  conveyer  of  the 
microbe,  the  disease  could  be  permanently  banished  from  the 
island.  Dr.  Koch  therefore  accepted  the  offer  made  to  him 
by  Mr.  Kupelwieser,  and  Professor  Frosch  and  Dr.  Blundau, 
of  Berlin,  were  entrusted  with  this  mission.  Their  remark- 
able success  has  led  the  Austrian  Government  to  make  an 
attempt  to  exterminate  malaria  on  the  coast  of  Istria  by 
Professor  Koch's  method.  They  have  established  three  malaria 
stations  and  have  detailed  physicians,  furnished  with  the 


finest  microscopical  instruments,  to  these  stations.  The 
physicians  examine  the  blood  of  all  persons  suffering  from 
malaria,  and  subject  all  suspicious  cases  to  a  systematic 
course  of  treatment.  Quinine  in  tablets  or  capsules  is 
furnished  to  patients  free  of  cost  at  public  expense.  If 
the  work  of  these  stations  is  attended  with  success,  it  is 
proposed  to  establish  similar  stations  in  all  those  districts  of 
Istria  and  Dalmatia  infested  with  malaria. 


association  Ballaoa. 


III.  Birmingham. 
In  that  cradle  of  statesmen  where  hardware  is  rampant, 

And  diamonds  and  screws  are  promiscuously  mixed, 
Where  science  and  learning  (with  pharmacy  vampin'fc), 
Like  jewels  of  price  are  immovably  fixed, 
We  gaily  meander 
To  see  propaganda 
And  find  out  the  reasons  between  and  betwixt. 

It  is  there  that  our  houses  historic  are  founded 

By  men  who  are  honoured  where  pharmacy's  plied, 
Whose  'Varsity's  praise  o'er  the  country  is  sounded, 
And  Druggists'  Societies  sometimes  are  tried, 
And  never  a  blunder 
Is  made,  for  a  wonder, 
So  great  is  the  marvel  of  Bromwychan  pride. 

In  that  choice  Midland  circle  of  minds  imarmaceutic 

Are  many  who've  shown  us  a  quality  rare ; 
There  are  medical  knights  holding  views  therapeutic 
That  make  their  prim  latter-day  brethren  stare — 
The  trustworthy  Sawyer 
(As  keen  as  a  lawyer), 
Who'd  have  us  of  pilewort  our  pilules  prepare. 

And  if  there's  a  man  to  whom  Southall  or  Barclay, 

Are  names  unfamiliar  in  pharmacy-lore  ; 
Who  has  not  heard  of  Perry,  or  gropes  around  darkly 
'Mid  tropels  and  tinctures  in  Coventry's  store, 
A-searching  for  Wyley ; 
From  Frankfiirt  to  Filey 
'Twere  hard  to  find  chemist  with  ignorance  more. 

At  the  'Varsity  brethren  monthly  assemble. 

With  dignity  President  Gerrard  presides  ; 
The  courteous  Badford  his  feelings  dissemble 
As  fruit  of  his  labours  he  modestly  hides, 
And  Shakespeare  and  Spencer 
(Good  names  ;  famous  men,  sir) 
Discourse  on  dispensing,  and  much  else  besides. 

There  are  Adams  and  Austen  and  Alcock  and  Bay  ley, 

And  Beresford,  Bellamy,  Barlow,  and  Blunt, 
Mann,  Shorthouse,  and  Stanway,  and  others  who  daily 
With  pharmacy  wrestle  and  politics  shunt 
Till  they  meet ;  then  they  tell  us 
What  force  should  propel  us 
O'er  Pharmacy's  quicksands,  to  make  exeunt. 


flew  36ooR0. 
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Royal  Institution. 

The  first  Friday  evening  discourse  of  the  session  took  place 
on  January  15,  Sir  Benjamin  Baker  in  the  chair.  The 
famous  lecture-theatre  was  crowded,  and  it  was  comforting 
to  note  that  special  precautions  had  been  taken  to  guard 
against  panic,  all  the  exits  being  in  charge  of  attendants. 
The  discourse  was  by  Lord  Rayleigh,  on 

Shadows. 

His  Lordship,  dealing  first  with  optical  shadows,  pointed 
out  that  if  the  shadow  of  a  threepenny-bit  is  projected  on  the 
wall,  the  centre  is  found  to  be  a  bright  spot  of  light.  This 
point  was  neatly  brought  out  by  experiments,  and  the 
lecturer  proceeded  to  apply  the  same  reasoning  to  the 
shadows  of  sound.  By  means  of  a  shrill  birdcall  and  the 
sensitive  flame  it  was  shown  that  a  "  bright  spot "  existed 
in  the  centre  of  an  acoustic  shadow.  The  question  is  not  a 
new  one,  but  has  lately  been  revived  owing  to  the  success  of 
Mr.  Marconi  in  signalling  across  the  Atlantic.  It  is  calcu- 
lated that  the  sea  stands  100  miles  high  between  the 
Canadian  and  English  receiviEg-points,  but  the  fact  that 
signals  are  transmitted  through  the  ether  may  be  accounted 
for  by  a  doctrine  of  reciprocity.  By  this  the  lecturer  indi- 
cated a  similar  effect  to  that  of  the  transmission  of  sound 
in  the  Whispering  Gallery  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  Here  the 
various  suggestions  to  account  for  "  whispering "  pheno- 
mena were  considered,  Lord  Rayleigh's  observations  inclining 
him  to  the  belief  that  the  sound  clings  to  the  wall.  This 
being  a  question  of  geometrical  optics,  it  was  made  clearer 
by  experiments  on  the  transmission  of  sound  on  the  inside 
of  a  curved  strip  of  zinc. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  January  14,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  B.  Britton) 
in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  T.  S.  Joyce,  B.Sc.  (Lohd.),  F.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  read  a  paper  on 

Food  and  its  Use. 

Mr.  Joyce  said  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  members  of 
the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  handled  in  their 
business  some  of  the  articles  of  food  or  aids  to  digestion 
that  are  common  in  our  midst,  he  thought  more  should  be 
known  of  their  therapeutic  value,  and  of  the  methods  of 
estimating  the  same.  A  man's  ordinary  and  necessary  food, 
continued  Mr.  Joyce,  consists  of  proteids,  fats,  carbo- 
hydrates, and  minerals.  Proteids  contain  the  elements 
carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen,  with  sometimes 
sulphur  and  phosphorus.  Under  this  head  are  included 
such  substances  as  gluten  of  flour,  the  albumen  of  egg,  the 
fibrin  of  blood,  myosin  or  syntonin  of  lean  meat,  the  casein 
of  milk  and  cheese,  also  gelatin  and  chondrin.  Fats  con- 
tain carbon,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen  only,  the  hydrogen  being 
in  excess  of  the  amount  required  to  combine  with  the 
oxygen  to  form  water.  Carbohydrates  or  amyloids  contain 
also  carbon,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen  only,  the  hydrogen  being 
in  not  greater  quantities  than  will  combine  with  the  oxygen 
to  form  water.  They  include  such  substances  as  starch, 
dextrin,  sugar,  and  gums.  The  minerals  include  water,  salts, 
and  oxygen  (obtained  from  the  air).  The  essential  of  all 
food  is  a  certain  amount  of  proteid  matter,  and  unless  pro- 
teids are  given  starvation  will  result,  as  these  alone  contain 
the  necessary  nitrogen.  Consequently  if  proteids  are 
supplied  in  sufficient  quantity  there  is  no  absolute  necessity 
for  any  other  food-stuff  to  sustain  life  except  the  minerals. 
But  although  these  are  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  this 
class  of  diet  is  by  no  means  the  best,  as  a  person  would  be 
taking  a  far  greater  quantity  of  nitrogen  into  his  system 
than  he  could  conveniently  get  rid  of  in  order  to  keep  up 
his  supply  of  carbon.  To  maintain  himself  in  a  healthy 
condition  a  man  must  judicially  select  his  food.  Conse- 
quently he  combines  proteids  and  minerals  with  suitable 
proportions  of  fats  and  carbohydrates.  Mr.  Joyce  then 
gave  detailed  tables  illustrating  the  points  of  his  subject. 
(«)  Average  daily  diet  of  a  man  in  quietude  ;  (*)  standard 


daily  diet  for  a  man  in  ordinary  work,  weighing  150  lbs.,  for 
300  foot-tons;  (c)  average  daily  diet  for  an  adult  male  in 
very  laborious  work. 

Taking  (b)  as  an  example,  the  following  were  the  par- 
ticulars given : 

Oz.  Av. 

Albuminoids  (or  proteids)       ...  4'59 

Fats    2-96 

Carbohydrates    14-26 

Salts    1-06 

Total  water- free  foods      ...  22-87 

Including  the  amount  of  water  usually  contained  in 
ordinary  foods,  and  the  amount  of  water  taken  in  some 
liquid  form,  the  usual  daily  supply  was  from  70  oz.  to  90  oz. 
Another  table  gave  the  constituents,  in  detail,  of  various 
foods.    For  instance : 


Water 

Proteids 

Fats 

Carbo- 
hydrates 

Salts 

Meat  of  best  quality, 

with  little  fat,  like 

beef  -  steak,  con- 

tained 

74-4 

20-5 

35 

1-8 

"While 

Wheaten   bread  of 

average  quality 

gave   

40-0 

8-0 

1-5 

49-2 

1-3 

Mr.  Joyce  then  enumerated  various  tables  as  follows,  showing 
the  proportion  of  the  nitrogenous  substances  to  the  fats, 
carbohydrates,  and  salts  in  the  standard  diets;  the  average 
constituents  in  an  average  diet ;  water-free  constituents ; 
the  standard  daily  diet  for  an  adult  male  in  ordinary  work  ; 
and  the  ultimate  elements  of  food.  As  to  the  best  form 
in  which  foods  should  be  taken  the  table  in  Huxley's 
"  Physiology  "  giving  the  average  daily  diet  for  a  man  in 
ordinary  work  was  quoted.  Man  weighing  154-  lbs.  and 
doing  450  foot- tons  requires 

Oz. 

Proteids    4-5 

Carbohydrates    103 

Fats   ....  34 

Minerals    09 

Water   825 

101-6 

These  may  be  obtained,  for  instance,  thus  : 

Carbo- 

Proteida     hydrates  Fats 


Oz.  Oz.  Oz. 

10  oz.  very  lean  meat           2-5  —  — 

16-4  oz.  bread                         14  8-2  — 

7  oz.  potatoes                     01  14  — 

14  oz.  milk                            0-5  0-7  04 

3  oz.  fat                           —  —  3-0 

Water                        —  .  —  — 

4-5  10-3  34 


Everyone  could  not  afford  this  diet,  however,  and  Mr. 
Joyce  proceeded  to  show  that  it  was  possible  for  a  poor 
English  workman  to  obtain  the  necessary  food-constituents 
at  a  cost  of        per  day  : 

Carbo- 

Proteids    hydrates  Fats 


Oz.  Oz.  Oz. 

2  oz.  bacon    0  2  —  1'5 

18  oz.  bread    1-5  9-0 

7  oz.  potatoes   0'1  14  — 

8  oz,  cheese    2-7  —  2  0 

Water    —  —  — 

4-5  10-4  3-5 


The  next  subject  dealt  with  was  concentrated  foods.  ■ 
Mr.  Joyce  was  inclined  to  question  the  correctness  of  the 
assertion  that  f  oz.  Liebig's  meat- extract  in  a  pint  if  water 
is  equal  to  a  pint  of  beef-tea  made  from  1  lb.  of  fresh  beef. 
The  results  of  two  analyses  of  beef-extract  made  by  Zellner 
showed  meat-extract  to  possess  about  |  to  \  of  the  nutritive 
matter  of  ordinary  meat.  Various  other  meat-extracts 
mentioned  were  Nelson's  fluid  beef,  Johnson's  fluid  beef,  and 


January  23,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


125 


bovril.  He  also  alluded  to  the  recently  added  yeast-extract 
substitute.  Its  detection  has,  he  said,  puzzled  analysts 
considerably.  It  can,  however,  be  detected  by  microscopic 
examination  for  yeast-cells,  and  also  by  precipitation  of  the 
nuclein  compound  with  an  alkaline  copper  solution.  Mr. 
Joyce  then  reviewed  dried  meats,  vegetable-extracts,  desic- 
cated soups,  meat-biscuits,  dried  eggs,  dried  fruits,  and 
dried  and  concentrated  milks.  He  exhibited  a  specimen  of 
a  dried  milk  which  is  described  as  a  "  dried  English  full- 
cream  milk."  Having  exhausted  the  subject  of  concentrated 
foods  he  went  on  to  the  consideration  of  aids  to  digestion. 
Extract  of  malt  assists  the  saliva,  pancreatic  juice,  bile,  and 
intestinal  juices  to  convert  starch  into  sugar.  This  is 
due  to  the  presence  of  diastase,  but  besides  diastase  malt- 
extract  contains  albuminoids,  phosphates,  maltose,  and 
dextrin.  Pepsin  dissolves  natural  proteids,  albumens,  and 
fibrin,  and  converts  them  into  syntonin  and  subsequently 
into  albumenose  and  peptone.  Rennin  possesses  the 
property  of  curdling  milk  and  splitting  the  casein  up  into 
a  soluble  and  insoluble  proteid  ;  the  latter  entangles  the  fat 
and  forms  a  curd.  Pancreatin,  obtained  from  the  pancreatic 
juice,  possesses  four  properties  :  (1)  conversion  of  starch  due 
to  pancreatic  diastase,  (2)  conversion  of  proteids  due  to 
trypsin,  (3)  emulsification  of  fats  due  to  emulsive  enzymes, 
(4)  curdling  of  milk. 

Mr.  Joyce  concluded  his  paper  with  a  reference  to  infants' 
foods.  The  composition  of  certain  of  the  best-known  foods 
was  given.  As  a  hint  to  chemists  in  determining  the  most 
suitable  foods  for  infants,  Mr.  Joyce  said  that  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  diet  of  the  young  child  should  not 
contain  uncooked  starch,  as  its  digestive  system  cannot 
deal  with  whole-starch  granules.  Any  starch  should  be  in  a 
soluble  condition.  The  author,  in  conclusion,  desired  to 
thank  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Islington,  who 
had  assisted  him  in  obtaining  specimens. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  SPECIAL  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel, 
Leeds,  on  Thursday,  January  14,  at  8  30  p.m.,  Mr.  G.  W.  Wor- 
folk,  of  Ilkley  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair 
attendance. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Matjd,  J.P.,  of  Pontefract,  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Production  and  Distribution  of  Standard,  Medicinal, 
and  other  Preparations  by  Registered  Chemists  only  "  in 

Co-operation. 

He  referred  to  the  present  methods  of  carrying  on  the 
drug-trade  by  stores  and  companies,  and  gave  his  opinion  as 
to  the  course  chemists  should  take  with  the  object  of  keeping 
the  trade  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  been  trained  for  the 
purpose,  arguing  that  we  should  have  Government  protection, 
urging  co-operation  in  the  buying  of  goods  and  the  packing 
of  proprietary  articles,  confiding  the  sale  of  the  latter  to 
members  of  the  Society  only,  and  forming  a  company  of 
shareholders,  who  should  be  registered  chemists,  to  carry 
out  the  idea. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  the  President, 
Messrs.  Beacock,  Pollitt,  Seargent,  Mundell,  Broad- 
head  (of  Batley),  Yewdall,  Hollingsworth  (of  Kirkstall), 
Hunter,  Johnson,  and  others  took  part,  and  a  resolution 
was  passed,  with  some  dissentients,  approving  of  the 
principle,  and  appointing  Messrs.  Beacock  and  Mundell  a 
deputation  to  meet  members  of  other  societies  and  discuss 
the  question  and  report  to  another  meeting  of  this  Association. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Maud,  who,  in  the 
course  of  his  reply,  said  he  had  not  suggested  any  produc'ive 
competition  with  patent  medicines,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  far  too  big  a  thing  for  the  associations  to  undertake. 
What  he  did  suggest  was  that  chemists  should  combine  to 
take  advantage  of  the  possibilities  which  undoubtedly  lay 
before  them  in  regard  to  certain  classes  of  products  which 
could  be  produced  for  them  in  combination  just  as  easily 
as  they  could  be  produced  for  any  big  distributing  company. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  meeting  was  he'd  on  Thursday,  January  14,  at  53  King's 
Road,  Brighton,  at  9  p.m.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.,  in  the 
chair.    Tlerj  was  a  very  good  attendance,  and  six  new 


members  were  elected.  The  Secretary  of  the  Buying  Club 
(Mr.  W.  R.  Cook)  reported  that  the  Club  is  now  in  full 
working  order,  and  that  members  were  deriving  benefits 
quite  up  to  their  expectations.  Several  well-known  articles 
are  being  stocked,  and  a  further  list  was  prepared  and  re- 
ferred to  the  sub-committee  to  act  upon  at  their  discretion. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Franklin,  in  referring  to  the  letter  sent  by  Mr. 
Jesse  Boot  to  M.P.s,  proposed  that  the  Association  should 
approach  the  local  members  of  Parliament  respecting  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  and  put  the  facts  and  objects  of  the  same 
clearly  before  them  and  request  their  support  for  the  Bill 
when  brought  before  the  House.  This  proposal  was  unani- 
mously carried. 

Mr.  Councillor  Yates  made  an  eloquent  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  Benevolent  Pund.  He  was  afraid  the  Fund  suffered 
considerably  from  the  fact  that  local  secretaries  were  not 
now  required  to  collect  subscriptions,  and  he  urged  all  who 
could,  to  send  double  their  usual  subscriptions  in  view  of  the 
very  heavy  demand  now  being  made  upon  the  Fund.  The 
President  supported  Mr.  Yates,  and  said  he  would  be  very 
pleased  to  double  his  subscription  on  this  occasion,  and  he 
hoped  many  others  would  do  the  same. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held  on 
Thursday,  February  11,  at  9  p.m.,  at  122  King's  Road,  the 
residence  of  the  President. 


Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Imperial  Temperance  Hotel,  Cheltenham,  on  January  15. 
There  were  present  Messrs.  F.  T.  Palmer  (Treasurer),  T.  A. 
Jeffrey,  C.  H.  James,  Wm.  Palmer,  E.  T.  Bathurst,  T.  H. 
Hawley,  T.  Pattison,  R.  Jeffs,  —  Church,  L.  L.  Stroud, 
H.  Wilkins,  A.  Lee  Hall,  W.  H.  Hill,  A.  Hill,  A.  C.  Saxby, 
J.  Steward,  J.  A.  Thomas  (Secretary). 

The  President  (Mr.  Barron)  gave  an  address,  his  subject 
being  "  Reminiscences  of  the  Past."  He  gave  his  experience 
of  sixty  years  in  the  drug-trade,  and  a  graphic  description 
of  the  various  chemists'  businesses  in  Cheltenham  when  he 
commenced  business  there  in  1848. 

After  a  slight  alteration  in  the  rules,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  social  discussions  and  music. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  January  19  at 
the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  Mr.  J.  Briggs,  of  Sowerby 
Bridge  (the  President),  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
muster. 

In  response  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  the  sum  of  10s.  was  subscribed  for  the 
Benevolent  Fund. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Mr.  H.  Herden  proposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Clement 
Fielding  for  the  office  of  President.  The  retiring  President 
had  more  than  fulfilled  the  expectations  formed  of  him, 
and  he  was  confident  Mr.  Fielding  would  do  the  same. 
(Applause.)  He  was  just  the  man  to  raise  the  status  and 
increase  the  usefulness  and  influence  of  the  Halifax 
Association  among  the  other  associations  throughout  the 
country.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.C.  Fielding  expressed  his  appreciation  at  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him.  The  Chemists'  Association,  he  added,  had 
shown  splendid  activity  during  the  last  few  years,  as  those 
who  followed  the  trade  journals  must  acknowledge  ;  and  yet, 
to  his  mind,  much  remained  to  be  done.  In  many  things 
they  felt  they  were  placed  in  an  unjust  position,  wud  had 
foes  to  fight ;  in  fact,  it  was  simply  scandalous  that  they 
should  have  to  put  up  with  certain  things.  They  needed 
as  an  Association  to  work  in  thorough  combination  and 
harmony. 

Mr.  Swire,  of  King  Cross,  was  next  re-elected  Treasurer. 

With  regard  to  the  election  of  Secretary,  the  President 
said  he  had  received  an  intimation  from  Mr.  Black,  the  re- 
tiring Secretary,  who  had  held  the  post  for  two  years,  desiring 
to  be  relieved  of  the  duties.  They  would  all  be  glad  if 
Mr.  Black  could  see  his  way  to  accepting  the  duties  for 
another  year — (applause)— and  he  appealed  to  him  to  re- 
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consider  his  decision.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Black,  however, 
was  obdurate,  and  Mr.  Harry  Hebden  was  then  elected 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  elected  Vice-President,  and  the  following 
gentlemen,  in  addition  to  the  officers,  were  appointed  the 
Executive  Committee:  Messrs.  Cobb,  Dixon,  Black,  Percy 
Fielding,  Swire,  junr.,  and  Woodward. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  was  passed. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  on  February  4. 
After  some  discussion  on  the  subject  of  trade-prices  and 
cutting,  it  was  decided  that  an  early  meeting  of  the  trade 
section  be  called,  and  that  the  Grocers'  Association  should  be 
approached  on  the  question. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Montgomery  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
January  20,  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  F.C  S.  (President)  in 
the  chair.    There  were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson, 

A.  H.  Culverhouse,  J.  Evans,  A.T.C.,  H.  G.  Williams, 
G.  Ellinor,  K.  D.  Douglas,  G.  Squire,  J.  T.  Appleton,  P.  Carr, 
W.  Couch,  H.  Antclilfe  (Hon.  Secretary),  and  others. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr, 
resigning  his  position  as  Vice-President  of  the  Society  on  his 
removal  to  Nottingham,  and  a  resolution  accepting  the 
resignation,  and  wishing  him  success,  was  passed.  Mr.  W. 
Davis,  of  Glossop  Road,  was  elected  a  member.  The  principal 
business  of  the  meeting  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner, 
entitled 

Notes  and  Comments  on  the  British  Pharmacopeia, 
1898. 

Mr.  Turner  said  his  notes  were  in  the  form  of  suggestions 
made  from  time  to  time  in  preparing  pharmacy  students. 
In  his  introductory  remarks  he  stated  that  there  are  in  the 

B.  P.  eighty-five  substances  with  official  synonyms  and  135 
without  synonyms  which  are  in  use.  He  pleaded  for  the 
extension  of  the  list  of  synonyms  rather  than  leave  it  to  the 
enterprise  of  private  individuals  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
This  he  pleaded  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  He  also  advo- 
cated exclusive  use  of  the  metric  system  and  of  the  centigrade 
thermometer  alone.  He  considered  that  the  official  method 
of  preparation  of  chemicals  had  been  abbreviated  in  some 
cases  at  the  expense  of  clearness,  but  the  description, 
characters,  and  tests  had  been  extended  and  increased  in 
number,  and  rightly  so,  as  the  standard  of  purity  demands  a 
complete  scrutiny  to  prove  the  absence  of  impurities.  Tests 
should  be  accompanied  by  the  names  of  their  originators. 
Iq  quantitative-testing  specified  amounts  should  be  taken, 
and  not  some  artificial  proportionate  weight,  which  in  most 
cases  is  excessive  and  disproportionate  to  the  amount 
required.  For  the  sake  of  uniformity  the  subject  of  orthoepy 
should  receive  consideration.  Technical  Latin  names  should 
at  least  be  accented,  and  Latin  names  should  be  pronounced 
according  to  Latin  rules.  Mr.  Turner  then  commented  upon 
B.P.  substances  in  alphabetical  order,  and  we  give  the  gist 
of  most  of  his  remarks  : 

Acacias  Gummi. — The  synonym  "  Gum  arabic  "  ought  to  be 
official. 

Acetum  Ipecacuanha. — The  percentage  of  alkaloids  in  thi3  and 
vin.  ipecacuanhte  is  not  given.  According  to  investigations  by 
five  different  eminent  pharmacists,  the  wine  nearly  approximates 
to  half  that  required  by  theory,  owing  to  the  partial  precipitation 
of  alkaloids  by  the  tannin  in  the  sherry-wine.  This  suggested 
that  only  detannatsd  sherry  should  be  official  for  medicinal 
wines. 

Acidum  Boricum. — The  technical  synonym  "Hydrogen 
borate  "  is  given;  it  should  be  "  Hydrogen  orthoborate."  There 
are  three  hydrogen  borates. 

Acidum  Chromicum. — The  description  of  the  method  of  manu- 
facture is  too  general.  It  should  read,  "  By  the  interaction  of 
excess  of  cold  sulphuiic  acid  on  a  strong  solution  of  potassium 
bichromate." 

Acidum  Citricum. — Pusche's  test  to  prove  the  absence  of 
tartaric  acid  should  be  officialised. 

Acidum  Sydrocyanicum  Dilutum. — A  definite  amount  of 
hydrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid  should  be  sanctioned.  Why  is  the 
synonym  "Prussic  acid"  not  official?  It  was  in  the  Dublin 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Acidum  Lacticum. — Milk-sugar  is  given  as  a  source.  Inverted 
cine-sugar  is  actually  used.  No  test  is  given  for  zinc,  sometimes 
used  in  its  manufacture. 


Acidum  Salicylicum. — The  description  of  Kolbe's  synthetic 
process  should  have  the  addition  "  and  subsequent  treatment  of 
the  sodium  salicylate  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid." 

Acidum  Sulphurosum. — Mention  also  the  method  of  prepara- 
tion by  the  action  of  sulphur  on  sulphuric  acid. 

Adeps.—  Omit  the  details  of  manufacture,  as  the  description 
and  tests  are  sufficient.  Say,  "  The  purified  abdominal  fat  of  the 
hog." 

Aloinum. — "Tufts  of  acicular  crystals"  are  only  perceptible 
through  the  microscope.  It  should  be  described  as  a  yellow 
powder. 

Ammoniacum  and  Galbanum. —  Gum  resins  are  so  often  con- 
taminated with  earthy  impurities  thai  only  purified  forms  should 
be  official.  This  could  be  done  by  making  an  emulsion  with  water, 
straining,  and  evaporating. 

Antimonium  Tartaratum. — Two  solubilities  are  mentioned — 
viz.,  1  in  17  of  cold  water  and  1'66  in  25  (1-15'2)  of  water  at 
15  5°  C. 

Amylum. — Arrowroot  might  also  be  made  official. 

Araroba  and  Chrysarobinum. — In  the  official  characters  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  (lj  bitter  taste,  (2)  irritating  effect  on  the 
eyes,  (3)  staining  property  on  the  skin,  (4)  that  they  melt  when 
heated,  giving  off  yellow  fumes,  and  taking  fire,  (5)  no  ash  is 
given,  or  6)  the  amount  of  moisture  in  araroba. 

Arsenii  Iodidum  should  rather  be  defined  as  a  crystalline 
powder.  Viewed  through  the  microscope  it  exhibits  minute  six- 
sided  plates  of  an  orange-red  colour. 

Benzol, — The  official  title  ought  to  be  "Benzine."  As  this  is  a 
hydrocarbon  tody  only,  it  should  not  have  the  ending  "  ol,"  as 
this  termination  is  strictly  applied  to  alcohols,  and  is  therefore 
inappropriate.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  salol,  which  is  an 
ester,  and  not  an  alcohol.  An  alternative  title  would  be 
"PheDsal." 

Bismuthi  Subnitras. — The  synonym  "  Bismuthum  album  "  and 
its  early  title  "  Bismuthi  trisnitras  "  might  be  given. 

Calx  Sulphurata. — Calcii  sulphidum  should  be  a  synonym.  In 
making  it  preference  should  be  given  to  reducing  compounds 
which  yield  pure  carbon,  such  as  sugar  or  starch. 

Cannabis  Indica. — The  synonyms  "  Guaza  "  and  "  Ganja  "  would 
not  be  out  of  place,  and  the  Bengal  variety  should  be  named. 

Cantharis. — Why  should  the  synonyms  Spanish  and  blister  fly 
be  omitted  ?  Cantharides  ought  to  be  standardised  in  terms  of 
crystalline  cantharidin.    Moir  suggests  0"5  per  cent. 

Carbo  Ligni. — Why  not  have  a  purer  form  of  charcoal  official, 
using  sugar  or  starch  as  a  source  '? 

Carbanis  Bisulphidum. — Directions  for  storing  this  in  the 
dark  should  be  given. 

Confectio  Rosce  Gallicas. — Why  retain  the  qualifying  word 
gallics  1 

Cocce  Folia  should  be  standardised  and  a  method  of  storage 
given. 

Copaiba,  on  Canada  turpentine  lines,  should  have  the  synonym 
"  Copaiba  balsam." 

Creosotum  should  be  standardised  for  guaiacol. 

Elaterinum  and  Elaterium  are  names  too  much  alike.  The 
former  drug  was  sufficient.  Only  Maltese  or  old  English  elaterium 
is  pale  green  or  yellowish  grey.  The  B.P.  should  say  "  bright 
green." 

Emp.  Cantharidis. — The  synonym  "  Emp.  lyttae  "  should  be 
official. 

Emp.~Pl.umbi. — The  synonym  "  Diachylon-plaster"  is  required. 

Extracta. — The  twenty-two  pages  of  extracts  could  be  reduced 
by  two  pages  if  the  repetition  of  identical  processes  were  avoided. 
Why  should  not  the  consistency  of  all  solid  extracts  be  given  ? 
Better  do  away  with  all  pilular  extracts,  and  have  dry  extracts 
instead.    The  colours  of  the  extracts  should  be  stated. 

Extractum  Aloes  Barbadcnsis  is  not  an  extract  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  and  should  be  called  "  Aloe  purificata."  Make 
all  galenicals  from  this  only. 

Extractum  Belladonna?  Viride. — Why  not  make  this  from  the 
carefully-dried  leaves  ?  It  could  then  be  made  any  time  of  the 
year,  and  yield  a  brighter  green  extract  (Martindale). 

Ext.  Colocynthidis  Co)npositus.—'H.a,ve  the  synonym  "Ext. 
catharticum  "  and  state  the  proportion  of  colocynth  in  the  finished 
extract — viz.,  1  in  4.    Make  only  a  dry  extract  official. 

Ext.  Ergota  Liquidum. — The  directions  are  ambiguous.  The 
ergot  is  to  be  digested  in  cold  water.  The  directions  say,  "  Draw 
off  the  infusion  ;  repeat  the  digestion."  It  cannot  be  a  digestion 
and  infusion  at  the  same  time. 

Ext.  Euonymi  Siccum. — The  colour  should  be  mentioned.  As 
it  was  first  introduced  as  a  green  extract,  some  prescribers  still 
order  this  under  the  impression  that  it  is  official. 

Ext.  Filicis  Liq. — The  B.P.  should  state  that  this  becomes 
solid  on  keeping,  and  directions  should  be  given  for  rendering  it 
fluid  for  dispensing — viz.,  immersing  the  bottle  in  warm  water  or 
on  a  water- bath.  The  old  synonym  "  Oleum  filicis  maris  "  should 
be  officially  recognised. 

Ext.  Opii  should  be  in  a  powder-foim,  and  have  "  Opium 
purificatum  "  as  a  synonym. 

Ferri    Sulphas   Exsiccatus. — Give    the    chemical  formula 
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FeSO.|,H.jO.  Heating  the  salt  on  sand-bath  is  a  mere  expeditious 
way  of  mating  it,  and  the  product  is  freer  from  oxysalt. 

Ferri  Sulphas  — Synonym,  "  Protoaulphate  of  iron." 

Ferrum  Tartaratum. — Revive  the  old  title  "  Ferri  et  potassii 
tartras  "  as  a  synonym. 

Gelatinum. — The  Pharmacopeia  says,  "Prepared  by  action  of 
boiliDg  water,"  but  in  practice  it  is  superheated  steam. 

Ghjcerinum  Acidi  Boric. — Why  not  give  the  synonym 
"Glyceryl  ottho  borate  "  '? 

Ghjcerinum  Belladonna. — It  is  surprising  that  this  popular 
preparation  is  not  official.  It  is  largely  replacing  emplastrum 
belladonnfe  in  ruppressing  lactation. 

Jalap,  Scammony,  and  Podopliyllin  Resins. — Why  not 
officialise  the  deodorised  resins  ? 

Linimentum  Ammonicc,  though  more  fluid  than  formerly, 
still  thickens  on  keeping.  Add  J  fl.  oz.  of  ammonia-solution,  or 
use  a  little  glycerin,  as  the  liniment  must  lose  water  on  keeping. 

Lin.  Saponis. — Add  synonym  "  Opodeldoc, "  and  recognise 
methylated  spirit. 

Liquores. — Reduce  the  space  by  giving  the  process  for  seven 
of  the  concentrated  solutions  in  full  under  the  heading  of  one 
only. 

Liq.  Arsenii  et  Mydrargyri  Iodidi. — Reintroduce  the  synonym 
"  Liq.  Donovani."  Synonyms  for  other  liquors  were  suzgested, 
also  "  Griffith's  mixture  "  for  mist,  ferri  co.,  and  "  Paraffin-wax  " 
for  pa-affinum  durum. 

Potassii  Tartras  Acida. — Of  six  samples  analysed  by  the 
direct  titration-and-combustion  methods,  the  mean  results  were 
86  68,  90-85,  94  085,  96  71,  97-16,  and  96  24  per  cent,  so  that  only 
three  came  up  to  B.P.  standard.  The  three  which  were  under 
standard  were  purchased  at  grccers'  shops  and  the  others  at 
chemists'. 

Prunum.  —The  pulp  only  should  be  official,  as.in  P.L.  1851. 
Quillaiie  Cortex. — Synonym,  ''  Soap-bark." 

Besina. — The  ending  of  the  Latin  word  should  be  "urn,"  The 
synonym  "  Colophonium  "  is  in  all  other  Pharmacopoeias. 

Sodii  Bromiduvi. — The  method  of  preparing  this  from  iron 
bromide  and  sodium  hydroxide  or  carbonate  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

Spiritus  Ammonia:  Aromatieus.— Nine  samples  had  been 
analysed,  of  which  only  three  came  up  to  the  official  standard. 
The  six  not  up  to  standard  had  been  obtained  from  chemists, 
herbalists,  and  stores. 

Spt.  JEther.  Co. — Why  is  the  synonym  "Hoffmann's  anodyne  " 
given  to  this  instead  of  to  spt.  ;etheris,  as  in  all  Continental 
Pharmacopoeias  ? 

Suppositoria. — Tannic  acid  and  iodoform  should  be  ordered  in 
powder.  It  is  suggested]  to  use  the  alkaloid  morphine  mixed  with 
a  little  oleic  acid,  instead  of  the  morphine  hydrochloride. 

In  the  directions  for  preparing  syrups  much  space  is  occupied. 
Could  not  a  more  general  method  be  adopted  for  vegetable  syrups 
and  one  for  chemical  syrups  ? 

Tamarindus — The  strained  pulp  only  should  be  official. 

Tinctures. — The  colour  of  each  tincture  should  be  specified. 

Tr.  Quinince  Amm. — A  minimum  strength  of  ammonia 
should  be  specified — say,  0  75  per  cent. — to  be  determined  by 
titrating  with  standard  sulphuric  acid. 

Trochisci. — Shape,  size,  and  weight  of_the  lozenges  should  be 
specified. 

Ung.  Aq.  Boscc.—A  smoother  ointment  results  if  little  borax  is 
added  to  the  rose-water. 

Ung.  Hydrargyria  is  too  hard  and  too  strong  for  ordinary 
purposes,  and  a  mild  ointment,  as  in  P.L.  1836,  should  be 
introduced. 

Ung.  Hyd.  Oxid.  Bub. — Alteration  of  the  basis  to  soft  paraffin 
was  suggested. 

In  concluding  his  paper,  Mr.  Turner  said  that  when  they 
considered  the  immense  mass  of  details  which  had  to  pass 
through  the  hands  of  a  Pharmacopccia  editor,  one  wondered 
that  the  number  of  errata  was  so  small.  He  commented 
upon  improvements  which  had  been  made. 

Discussion. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Turner  had  found  a  good  deal  to 
criticise  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  The  sole  responsibility  for 
its  production  rests  with  the  General  Medical  Council.  In 
recent  years  the  G.M.C.  have  had  associated  with  them 
certain  prominent  pharmacists.  At  present  Mr.  Walter  Hills 
occupies  that  position,  along  with  Dr.  Inglis  Clark.  They,  as 
pharmacists,  were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  arrangement, 
but  no  other  one  was  possible  until  there  was  an  alteration 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament.  On  some  of  Mr.  Turner's  points 
there  would  be  differences  of  opinion.  Some  people  hold 
that  it  is  unwise  to  have  synonyms  in  the  B.P.  As  to  the 
metric  system,  there  is  a  lot  of  prejudice  in  favour  of  the 
old-fashioned  system,  but  if  one  system  only  were  to  be  used 
in  temperatures  it  would  practically  have  to  be  the  centi- 


grade. The  President  also  referred  to  the  work  by  Greenish 
and  his  colleagues  on  ash-determinations. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  customers  object  to  the  registration 
of  Easton's  syrup  and  say  they  have  never  been  asked  to 
sign  before.  If  Sheffield  chemists  could  arrive  at  a  decision 
to  register  it,  this  would  do  away  with  this  difficulty. 

In  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Squire 
said  he  agreed  with  the  President  that  the  Pharmacopoeia 
never  would  be  perfect  until  pharmacists,  as  practical  men, 
controlled  its  production.  In  his  business  he  has  a  good 
many  commercial  travellers,  who  are  fond  of  taking  Easton's 
syrup,  and  they  all  grumble  at  the  registration.  He  con- 
sidered that  while  medical  men  could  order  an  8-oz.  bottle  of 
Easton's  syrup,  to  be  taken  in  teaspoonful  doses,  he  did  not 
think  they  need  be  particular  in  registering  the  sale. 

In  seconding  the  motion,  Mr.  Carr  said  he  thought  the 
fewer  synonyms  in  the  B.P.  the  better.  He  also  thought  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  be  printed  in  Latin. 

The  President  pointed  out  that  a  prescription  for 
Easton's  syrup  entered  by  the  chemist  in  his  prescription- 
book  is  thus  registered. 

The  vote  of  thanks  having  been  carried,  Mr.  Turner,  in 
replying,  said  regarding  Mr.  Carr's  suggestion  to  print  the 
Pharmacopoeia  in  Latin,  it  would  not  be  long  before  they  had 
a  translation,  and  that  would  have  a  greater  sale  than  the 
Pharmacopoeia  itself. 


Chemical  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Wednesday, 
January  20,  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  in  the  chair.  It  was 
announced  that  the  Society's  portrait-gallery  of  eminent 
chemists  had  been  enriched  by  the  gift  of  a  photogravure  of 
an  oil-painting  of  Dr.  Prout,  the  author  of  the  first  specula- 
tions on  the  inter-relations  of  the  elements  and  the  originator 
of  Prout' s  hypothesis.  The  donation  wa;  made  by  the  Rev. 
T.  F.  Prout,  a  son  of  the  philosopher.  The  first  paper  read 
was  on 

The  Reactions  of  Nickel  Carbonyl. 

Professor  Dewar  and  Mr.  H.  0.  Jones  have  been  engaged 
for  some  time  in  studying  the  action  of  various  reagents 
upon  this  compound.  They  find  that  it  is  decomposed  by 
chlorine  and  bromine  applied  in  the  absence  of  solvents,  and 
also  by  iodine  and  cyanogen  when  these  are  used  in  solution. 
The  two  latter  results  are  somewhat  unexpected,  since  the 
heat  of  formation  of  nickel  carbonyl  is  greater  than  either 
that  of  nickel  iodide  or  cyanide.  The  carbonyl  compound  is 
also  decomposed  by  most  of  the  mineral  acids.  The  authors 
have  also  made  some  experiments  to  ascertain  how  nickel 
carbonyl  reacts  with  aromatic  hydrocarbons  in  presence  of 
aluminium  chloride.  With  benzene  and  its  homologues  at 
ordinary  temperatures  the  principal  product  is  benzaldehyde 
or  the  corresponding  homologue,  whilst  at  100°  C.  only 
traces  of  the  aldehyde  are  produced,  the  principal  re- 
sultant being  anthracene  or  its  homologues,  due  apparently 
to  further  condensation  between  two  molecules  of  the 
aldehyde  first  formed.  With  naphthalene  the  only  product, 
apart  from  resinous  by-products,  is  a  complex  hydro- 
carbon C16H12  of  unknown  constitution. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Sir  William  Ramsay 
pointed  out  that  there  is  nothing  surprising  about  the  action 
of  iodine  on  nickel  carbonyl  provided  that  one's  notions  of 
the  energy  and  entropy  of  substances  is  up  to  date,  and  he 
complained  that  the  idea  underlying  the  "  principle  of 
maximum  work "  still  hampers  chemical  progress.  The 
President  was  anxious  to  know  what  becomes  of  the 
aluminium  and  the  nickel  in  some  of  the  reactions  described, 
but  on  this  point  the  authors  could  only  hazard  the  opinion 
that  the  nickel  appears  to  be  precipitated  as  the  metal 
whilst  the  aluminium  is  recovered  mainly  as  the  hydroxide. 

A  New  Method  op  Determining  Molecular 
Weights. 

When  two  solutions  having  different  vapour- tensions  are 
sealed  up  in  the  same  space  they  tend  to  become  isotonic 
by  the  distillation  of  solvent  from  that  solution  having  the 
greater  vapour-pressure  to  that  having  the  less.  This 
principle  underlies  the  old  methods  of  determining  mole- 
cular weights  devised  by  De  Vries  and  others,  in  which 
plant-cells  and  blood- corpuscles  were  used  as  indicators  of 
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isotony.  Mr.  Barger  has  devised  a  very  ingenious  method 
of  applying  the  same  principle.  He  seals  up  in  a  capillary 
tube  a  number  of  drops  of  two  solvents  alternately,  each 
drop  being  separated  from  its  neighbours  by  layers  of  air. 
One  of  these  solutions  contains  a  known  quantity  of  a 
substance  of  known  molecular  weight,  whilst  the  other  con- 
tains a  known  weight  of  the  substance  whose  molecular 
weight  is  to  be  determined.  The  tube  is  then  set  aside 
until  the  drops  cease  to  change  in  size — i.e.,  when  the  two 
solutions  have  become  isotonic.  The  difference  in  the 
initial  and  final  sizes  of  the  drops  under  these  circumstances 
obviously  gives  a  method  of  calculating  the  molecular  con- 
centration of  the  solution,  and  therefore  also  of  the  mole- 
cular weight  of  the  unknown  substance.  The  method 
appears  to  be  particularly  suitable  to  the  investigation  of 
alkaloids,  glucosides,  and  similar  substances  obtainable  only 
in  small  quantities,  and  has  the  further  advantage  that  it 
requires  no  very  complicated  apparatus,  a  microscope  with 
a  micrometer-eyepiece  being  the  only  instrument  employed 
beyond  the  capillary  tube. 

Dr.  Hewitt  described,  for  himself  and  Mr.  Fox,  some 
experiments  they  had  made  with  the  object  of  determining 
the  constitution  of  certain  of  the  dyes  known  as  safranines. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Newcastle  Section. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  in  the  Durham  College  of 
Science,  Newcastle-on  Tyne,  on  Monday  afternoon,  January  18 
Dr.  J.  T.  Dunn  (Chairman  of  the  Section)  presided  over  a 
crowded  audience  assembled  to  hear  Sir  William  Ramsay, 
K.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  President  of  the  Society,  discourse  upon 

radium  and  the  inactive  gases  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  lecturer  sketched  the  various  steps  which  led  up  to 
the  discovery  of  the  rare  gases  occurring  in  the  atmosphere, 
and  followed  on  by  describing  the  experiments  which 
culminated  in  the  discovery  of  radium.  Frequent  lantern- 
pictures  and  practical  expsriments  kept  the  audience  in 
graphic  touch  with  the  lecturer.  A  small  capsule  of  radium 
bromide  was  exhibited,  and  its  electrical  action  demonstrated 
practically. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  proposed  and  Mr.  John  Pattinson 
seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  which  was 
heartily  awarded. 

DINNER. 

In  the  evening  Sir  William  Ramsay  was  the  guest  of  the 
members  of  the  Section  at  their  annual  dinner.  Dr.  Dunn 
presided,  and  was  supported  by  the  guest  of  the  evening,  and 
by  Sir  Andrew  Noble,  K.C.B.  &c,  Professors  Bedson,  D.Sc, 
Stroud,  D.Sc,  Louis,  and  F.  C.  Garrett  (Hon.  Sec),  &c. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  occupied  the  Vice-chair,  and  amongst 
others  were  present,  representing  Pharmacy  :  Mr.  C.  E. 
Stuart,  B.Sc,  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague,  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Murdoch,  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Pittuck. 
Both  meetings  were  very  successful. 


Hull  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  record  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  January  19, 
on  the  premises  of  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Walton),  SpriDg  Bank. 
The  agenda  was  crowded  with  items  for  discussion,  besides  a 
list  of  articles  to  be  bought,  including  2d.  toilet-soaps  and 
Qd.  and  Is.  perfumes,  of  which  a  liberal  supply  of  samples 
was  on  the  table.  An  order  for  fifty  gross  of  the  former  for 
the  year  was  decided  upon.  Perfumes,  through  lack  of 
time,  were  deferred  to  next  meeting.  A.  number  of  other 
articles  were  bought  for  immediate  requirements,  including 
chloroform,  oxalic  acid,  sodium  salicylate,  metol,  and  saffron. 
It  was  decided,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  despatch  of  business, 
to  form  a  committee  to  carry  out  details,  and,  after  discuss- 
ing samples  and  prices,  to  submit  recommendations  for 
buying  to  the  fortnightly  meetings.  The  committee 
appointed  consisted  of  Mr.  Earle,  the  two  Secretaries,  and 
the  Treasurer. 

East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Edinburgh  Hotel,  St.  Leonards, 
on  Tuesday,  January  19,  when  Mr.  T."d.  Vint,  the  President, 
read  a  paper  on  the 


Evolution  and  Present  Condition  op  Pharmacy. 

His  personal  and  hereditary  interest  in  pharmacy  dated  back 
to  1813.  he  said,  when  his  father  was  indentured  to  serve  a 
seven  years'  apprenticeship.  In  considering  the  develop- 
ment of  pharmacy  it  seems  to  divide  into  three  epochs  : 

First,  the  unorganised.  Prior  to  1815  the  camp-unding  of 
prescriptions  was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  apothecaries,  and 
the  sale  of  drugs  and  poisons  was  undertaken  by  aDy  who 
chose.  After  1815,  the  stitus  of  the  apothecary  improving, 
he  began  to  confine  his  pharmaceu'ical  work  to  dispensing 
his  own  prescriptions  and  devoting  himself  more  exclusively 
to  the  medical  side.  This  left  an  opening  for  a  class  of  men 
who  would  not  only  sell  drugs  but  also  compound  them.  Thus 
arose  the  art  now  known  as  pharmacy.  The 

Second  epoch  was  that  of  partial  or  voluntary  organisation. 
In  1841  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  formed  to  promote 
the  interests  of  chemists,  provide  pharmaceutical  education, 
institute  examinations,  and  give  certificates  of  competency. 
The  review  of  affairs  pharmaceutical  at  that  time  revealed 
the  immense  stride  taken  in  the  sixty  years  since.  The 
absence  of  educational  aids,  widespread  practice  of  adul- 
teration, the  diversity  of  standards,  and  rough-and-ready 
methods  of  preparation  altogether  created  a  situation  that 
would  have  filled  the  scientific  mind  of  to-day  with  alarm. 
The  issue  of  the  British  Pharmacopeia  and  the  passing  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  ushered  in  the 

Third  epoch — that  of  compulsory  organisation.  The  effects 
anticipated  from  the  law  of  18:8  were-(l)  that  more  highly 
educated  men  would  become  chemists;  (2)  that  they  would 
occupy  a  higher  social  status  ;  (3)  that  remuneration  would 
be  better ;  and  (4)  that  doctors  would  give  up  dispensing. 
A  generation  has  passed  since  then,  and  we  find  that — (1)  a 
large  number  of  able  men  have  entered  the  ranks  of 
pharmacy,  but  maDy  only  to  use  it  as  a  stepping-stone  to 
some  other  calling,  while  thousands  remain  occupying  posi- 
tions of  usefulness  very  inadequately  appreciated.  (2)  It  is 
doubtful  if  there  has  been  any  improvement  in  the  social 
status  of  the  chemist  as  such.  Everything  depends  on  the 
man,  but  qua  chemist  his  position  is  not  that  of  his  Conti- 
nental brother.  (3)  His  remuneration  has  become  less. 
Companies  have  found  the  Limited  Liabilities  Act  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins,  and  many  u-e  their  drug  department  as  a 
bogus  advertisement  of  their  extreme  cheapness.  The 
modern  advertiser  who  persuades  credulous  people  to  take 
his  impossible  remedies  for  everything  in  place  of  the 
known,  tried,  and  approved  ones.  The  added  subjects 
in  the  medical  curriculum  which  have  crowded  out 
an  adequate  study  of  pharmacy  and  materia  medica 
place  the  young  practitioner  at  the  mercy  of  the  wily- 
tongue  d  representatives  of  endless  preparations  made  only  by 
"Our  House."  The  multiplication  of  special  prepara-iots 
only  differing  in  the  name  of  the  makers  :  the  hair-splitting 
and  vacillation  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  and  in  some  districts 
the  doiDgs  of  public  analysts,  who  are  not  only  a  terror  to 
evildoers  but  also  to  those  who  do  well.  These,  and  the 
fierce  competition  of  to-day,  have  producd  disastrous 
resu'ts.  (4)  We  are  faced  with  this  anomaly,  that  of  the 
men  qualified  to  dispense  probably  half  get  little  or  no  dis- 
pensing to  do.  This  is  not  so  noticeable  in  a  centre  like 
Hastings.  There  prescriptions  are  the  rule;  but  though 
the  majority  bear  tokens  of  much  skill,  some  reveal  an 
ignorance  of  the  B  P.  balanced  by  an  extensive  acquaintance 
with  the  advertising  columns  of  the  medical  Press.  Hopeful 
signs  are  the  increased  efforts  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  adapt  itself  to  modern  requirements  ;  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  local  associations,  and  the  existence  of  two 
powerful  bodies  in  the  P.A.T.A.  and  C.D.A.  tending  to  weld 
chemists  together.  We  have  need  to  be  true  tj  ourselves, 
true  to  our  vocation,  and  true  to  one  another.  The  pharmacy 
of  the  twentieth  century  will  be  what  we,  the  pharmacists, 
mat?e  it. 

Mr.  Rossiter  briefly  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks.  Mr. 
John  Smith,  in  seconding,  referred  to  the  commercial  spirit 
of  the  age,  which  drives  the  modern  chemist  to  purchase 
ready-made  galenicals  with  doubtful  advantage.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society  is  useful  as  an  admiuistrative  body  ;  but 
it  is  not  in  close  enough  touch  to  deal  with  questions  and 
evils  such  as  the  severity  of  examinations  and  its  effect  on 
trade;  the  effects  of  the  sale  and  dispensing  of  packed 
goods  ;  or  the  readiness  of  the  public  to  take,  and  doctors  to 
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prescribe,  advertised  nostrums.  There  is  great  need  for 
trade  unionism.  Mr.  Ewbank  Smith,  in  happy  reminiscent 
vein,  recalled  his  initiation  into  the  art  and  mysteries. 


Torquay  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Pavilion  Hotel,  Torquay,  on 
Thursday,  January  14,  there  being  present  Mr.  Newljn 
(President),  also  Messrs.  Horner,  Sloman,  Jefferson,  Ness, 
Lee,  Rawling,  Bourne  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Knight,  and  Young 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Amenta  Water. — The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Apol- 
linaris  Company  declined  to  protect  the  pi  ice  of  Aj.enta 
Water. 

Medicine  Stamp-duty. — A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  Inland  Revenue  Department,  Somerset  House, 
stating  "that  when  a  medicine  such  as  a  cough  mixture  is 
prepared  from  a  formula  contained  in  some  well-known  and 
recognised  book,  the  reference  to  the  formula  must  be  such 
as  will  enable  the  formula  to  be  absolutely  identified,  if  it  is 
desired  to  claim  the  bine  it  of  the  exemption  in  favour  of 
known,  admitte  *,  and  approved  remedies." 

Cutting  Protected  Articles. — The  Secretary  stated  that  he 
had  to  report  to  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  the  case  of  a 
grocer  in  the  town  advertising  Kepler  Malt  Extract,  2s.  6d. 
for  Is.  Id.  Buirougbs  Wellcome  &  Co.  replied  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  put  the  matter  right. 

Co-operative  Buying. — It  was  suggested  that  an  alteration 
bs  made  in  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  co-operative  buy- 
ing movement,  and  that  members  charge  2\  per  cent,  above 
net  cost  price  of  pa1  ent  medicines.  A  discussion  followed, 
and  it  was  eventually  agreed  to  stick  to  the  present  system  of 
selling  at  absolutely  net  cost  pric?,  this  method  having 
worked  well  and  given  satisfaction. 

Annual  Dinner. — The  President  stated  that  he  was 
anxious  to  celebrate  his  year  of  office  by  promoting  a 
dinner,  as  a  convivial  meeting  of  members  upon  such  an 
occasion  would  assist  in  promoting  good-fellowship.  He 
proposed  that  a  dinner  be  held  at  the  Central  Hotel  on 
February  4.  Mr.  Ranking  seconded,  and  it  was  cirried 
unanimously.  A  committee  consisting  of  Messrs  Newly n, 
Bourne,  and  Young  was  elected  to  arrange  details. 

Benevolent  Fund. — A  special  appeal  was  made  on  behalf 
of  the  fund,  and  those  members  who  had  not  already  sub- 
scribed promised  to  do  so.  Mr.  Sloman  stated  that  it  was  a 
splendidly  managed  fund,  as  every  penny  subscribed  was 
devoted  to  deserving  cases.  Mr.  Horner  (Lcoal  Secretary  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  was  appointed  collector  for  the 
district. 


Chemists'  Ball. 

If  tiie  popularity  of  this  agreeable  annual  function  can  be 
gauged  by  the  attendance,  certainly  the  thirty-eighth  one, 
held  in  the  Hotel  Metropole  on  Wednesday  evening  of  this 
week,  proved  that  the  ball  is  not  on  the  wane.  Indeed,  it  was 
a  commonly  expressed  opinion  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  yet  held,  and  there  was  a  feeling  amongst  some  of 
the  younger  and  more  agile  dancers  that  a  hall  of  greater 
dimensions  might  well  have  been  requisitioned.  That,  how- 
ever, was  not  by  any  means  a  universal  opinion,  for  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  features  of  a  gathering  of  this  kind  is  to 
be  found  in  the  complete  arrangement  of  the  rooms  so  that 
the  participants  may  wander  from  place  to  place  as  fancy 
dictates,  and  this  the  Whitehall  Rooms  afford.  Dancing 
commenced  soon  after  nine  o'clock,  at  which  time  nearly  250 
were  present.  The  floor  was  in  excellent  condition,  and 
Mr.  F  R.  Pritchard's  band  gave  the  dancers  excellent  music 
for  the  twenty- three  items  on  the  programme.  The  stewards 
were  assiduous  in  arranging  introductions,  and  there  were  com- 
paratively few  "  wallflowers,"  even  those  who  felt  that  their 
dancing  days  were  over  being  occasionally  tempted  to  trip 
the  light  fantastic  toe.  The  supper  was  the  culminating 
point  of  the  gathering,  and  a  truly  regal  repast  was  served,  an 
excellent  choice  of  wine  (including  '87  champagne)  being 
added  to  the  more  substantial  solids.  Here  again  the  stewards 
were  most  attentive,  and  vied  with  each,  other  to  see  that  all 
had  full  glasses.    Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  (President  of  the  Pharma- 


ceutical Society),  presided,  and  in  a  flowing  speech  proposed 
the  toasts  of  "  The  King  "  and  "  The  Ladies."  He  said  he 
could  not  pose  as  an  authority  on  dancing,  so  he  had  turned 
to  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  "  for  information  in  respect 
to  it,  and  found  it  described  as  a  rhythm  of  movement,  prac- 
tised from  the  very  earliest  times,  to  denote  either  grief  or 
pleasure.  His  personal  knowledge  of  it  carried  him,  at  any 
rate,  back  to  the  few  hours  of  that  evening,  and  although  he 
could  not  participate  in  it  he  could  not  help  appreciating  the 
fact  that  it  depicted  the  very  greatest  pleasure  and  happiness 
upon  the  faces  of  the  dancers.  The  toast  was  honoured  with 
enthusiasm,  and  Mr.  Richard  A.  Robinson,  jun.  (Secretary 
to  the  Committee),  was  entrusted  with  the  reply.  In  a  few 
brief  sentences  Mr.  Robinson  mentioned  that  the  attendance 
was  a  record  one,  252  being  present,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
think  that  the  arrangements  were  so  satisfactory.  Dancing 
was  then  resumed,  and  our  special  correspondent,  writing 
from  the  Hotel  Metropole  before  breakfast  on  Thursday, 
informs  us  that  it  was  kept  up  until  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning. 

Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

On  Friday  evening,  January  15,  a  company  of  over  fifty 
ladies  and  gentlemen  entertained  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  and 
Mrs.  Henry  to  dinner  in  the  Balmoral  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on 
the  occasion  of  Mr.  Henry's  retirement  from  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  this  Association.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Forret  and  Mr.  George  Lunau 
were  croupiers.  Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  Dundee,  represented  the 
Forfarshire  District  Chemists'  Association,  and  Mr.  W.  L. 
Currie  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Many  apologies  for 
unavoidable  absence  were  intimated.  The  toast  of  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  North  British  Branch  "  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  replied. 
The  business  proper  of  the  evening  was  proceeded  with, 
when  the  Chairman,  in  the  name  of  the  Association  and  of 
several  brother-pharmacists  throughout  Scotland,  presented 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  with  a  handsome  solid  silver  Queen 
Anne  tea-and-coffee  service.  He  paid  a  high  tribute  to 
Mr.  Henry  for  his  eleven  years'  service  to  the  Association  as 
Secretary  and  for  his  many  personal  qualities.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Forret  then  presented  Mr.  Henry  with  a  finely  illuminated 
address,  and  Mrs.  Henry  with  a  massive  silver  tray  bearing 
the  following  inscription  : 

Presented  to  Mr.  Claude  F.  Henry,  along  with  a  purse  o£ 
sovereigns,  and  a  silver  tea-and-coffee  service  for  Mrs.  Henry,  by 
his  brother-pharmacists  in  appreciation  of  his  services  to 
pharmacy,  especially  as  Secretary  for  eleven  years  of  the 
Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  and  a9  a 
member  of  the  Executive  of  the  N.B.  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  15th  January,  1904. 

Mr.  George  Lunan  handed  to  Mr.  Henry  the  purse  of 
sovereigns,  and  spoke  of  the  ready  manner  in  which  the  idea 
of  the  presentation  had  been  taken  up  by  all.  The  address, 
to  which  was  attached  109  signatures,  expressed  the  high 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Henry's  distinguished  service  to  the 
Association  as  Secretary  since  its  foundation  eleven  years 
ago,  and  also  to  pharmacy  generally,  and  especially  in  rela- 
tion to  Scottish  interests.  It  also  referred  to  his  work  as  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, as  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  local  committee  in  1892,  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch,  and  as 
Divisional  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Scciety.  Mr. 
J.  R.  Hill,  in  giving  the  toast  of  "  Our  Guests,"  also 
spoke  from  long  and  intimate  fellowship  of  Mr.  Henry's 
sterling  qualities,  and  also  added  his  appreciation  of 
Mrs.  Henry's  uniform  brightness  of  disposition  and^r  deep 
interest  in  her  husband's  work.  Mr.  Henry,  in  reply,  said 
they  had  kept  their  secret  well,  and  had  he  known  sooner  of 
what  was  on  foot  he  might  have  interfered  on  the  ground 
that  his  service  was  not  such  as  to  warrant  so  great  kindness. 
He  would  have  been  content  to  do  the  work,  which  was  a 
pleasure  to  him,  without  any  other  desire  than  to  have  their 
grateful  recollection.  Their  Association  met  a  felt  want, 
and  that  explained  its  success,  together  with  the  fact  that 
they  had  had  good  business-men  as  chairman.  One  of  his 
greatest  pleasures  in  the  secretaryship  was  ihe  opportunity 
it  gave  him  to  form  the  acquaintance  of  the  members  and  of 
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other  chemists  throughout  Scotland.  He  most  warmly- 
thanked  all  who  had  joined  in  the  beautiful  gifts.  Other 
toasts  followed,  and  the  evening's  entertainment  was 
pleasantly  diversified  by  songs  by  members  of  the  company. 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Association". 

The  smoking  concert  held  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  of 
last  week  at  the  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate,  was  admittedly 
the  best  attended  and  most  successful  of  the  gatherings  yet 
held  in  connection  with  the  Association.  There  was  no  pre- 
arranged programme,  the  contributions  to  the  entertainment 
were  voluntary,  every  member  enjoyed  himself  and  saw  that 
his  neighbour  did  the  same.  Mr.  Mitchell  (the  President),  Mr. 
Gwinn  (the  Secretary),  and  the  members  of  the  Committee 
were  most  solicitous  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  comfort  of 
all.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell,  and 
among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Ashley,  Baker,  Barnes, 
Barratt,  Blades,  Castleton,  Clapp,  Cleland,  Elliot,  Evans, 
Forbes,  Gunn,  Gwinn,  Einhauser,  Hider,  Johnson,  Matthews, 
Morgan  Jones,  Petter,  Rippin,  Skeates,  Soper,  Titford, 
Webster,  and  T.  E.  Ullyett.  The  first  part  of  the  proceedings 
consisted  of  a  limelight  entertainment,  slides  being  lent  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  J.  Webster,  Barnes,  and  Johnson.  The 
second  part  of  the  programme  was  devoted  to  songs  and 
recitations,  contributions  being  given  as  follows  : — Songs  : 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Skeates,  Hider,  A.  Webster,  Matthews, 
Titford,  Gwinn,  Ashley.  Recitations :  Messrs.  Forbes,  Potter, 
and  Soper.  Clarionet  Solos  :  Mr.  J.  Einhauser.  Sleight-of- 
hand  :  Mr.  Morgan  R.  Jones.  Humorous :  Messrs.  T.  G. 
Gunn.,  E.  Ullyett,  Leslie  Bonner,  W.  R.  Barnes,  Frank  Ratten- 
bury.  Before  the  close  of  the  concert  the  Chairman  made  an 
eloquent  appeal  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund, 
and  a  collection  resulted  in  the  sum  of  21.  0s.  6d.  Refresh- 
ments were  provided  during  the  evening,  the  cost  of  which 
was  defrayed  bv  the  Committee,  assisted  by  a  contribution 
from  Mr.  W.  W.  Blades. 

Leeds  Social  Evening. 

A  very  successful  social  evening  in  connection  with  the 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  January  20,  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Carlton  Hill.  Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk  (Ilkley) 
presided,  and  the  company  included  many  well-known 
pharmacists  of  the  district,  and  many  ladies.  Songs  were 
contributed  by  Messrs.  Crawford,  Hollingsworth,  iMundell,  and 
Miss  Grayston.  Dancing  was  carried  on  until  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The 
M.C.s  were  Mr.  F.  W.  Hollingsworth  and  Mr.  S.  R.  Mundell. 


{For  College  Dinners,  see  Coloured  Supplement.] 


IRecent  Wills. 


Butler. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Henry  Butler, 
wholesale  druggist  and  manufacturing  chemist,  who  died  on 
May  22,  1903,  has  been  proved  at  the  Leicester  Probate 
Registry,  by  Mr.  Edwin  Henry  Butler,  of  18  Kimberley  Road, 
Leicester,  wholesale  druggist  and  manufacturing  chemist, 
the  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Lane,  of  106  Regent  Street,  Leicester, 
gentleman,  and  Mr.  William  Henry  Chamberlain,  37  High- 
held  Street,  Leicester,  chartered  accountant.  The  gross 
amount  of  the  estate  is  valued  at  3,648/.  7s.  Id,  and  the  net 
personalty  1,8761.  3s.  2d. 

Cragg. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Cragg,  manufac- 
turing chemist,  of  Hightown,  Liversedge,  has  been  proved 
at  1,187/.  19s.  2d.  gross,  the  net  personalty  amounting  to 
1,058/.  18*.  U. 

Litchfield. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Litchfield, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ley  View,  Edensor,  Longton,  Staffs, 
who  died  on  April  1,  has  been  proved  at  the  Principal 
Probate  Registry  by  Mrs.  Emma  Jane  Litchfield,  widow  of 
the  deceased,  and  one  of  the  executors.  The  gross  value  of 
the  estate  is  estimated  at  1,009/.  3s.  Id.,  and  the  net 
personalty  151Z.  3s.  Id. 

Margerison.— Mr.  Joshua  Margerison  (the  elder),  (f 
Ivydene,  Bewdley  Hill,  Worcester,  head  of  the  firm  of 
Joshua  Margerison  &  Co.,  of  Leighton  Street,  Preston,  Lanes, 


» 

soap-manufacturers,and  for  sixty-three  years  a  local  preacher 
who  died  on  August  18,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  disposed  by 
his  will,  executed  on  May  9.  1901,  of  estate  valued  at 
7  336/.  18s.  lOd.  gross  and  5,387/.  12s.  Hd.  net. 

Oldroyd. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  George  Oldroyd,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  51 
Stannory  Street  and  52  Pellon  Lane,  Halifax,  who  died 
intestate  on  May  24,  1933,  have  been  granted  to  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Ann  Oldroyd.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued 
at  1,394/.  10s.,  and  the  net  personalty  183/.  2s. 

Peacock. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Geo.  Peacock,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Kirbymoorside,  has  been  proved  at  11,453/. 
gross,  the  net  personalty  amounting  to  2,544/. 

Waddington. — Mr.  Benjamin  Waddington,  of  Market 
Street,  Thornton,  Bradford,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died 
on  October  23,  1903,  appointed  as  executrices  and  exe- 
cutors of  his  will  his  daughters  Ellen  and  Isabel,  his  son 
Frederick  Pollard  Waddington,  and  John  Thomas  Cross,  who 
have  valued  his  estate  at  1,102/.  10s.  2d. 

Whitfield. — Property  of  the  total  value  of  1,180/.,  in- 
cluding 311/.  net  personalty,  has  been  left  by  Mr.  Charles 
Whitfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  158  Eccles  New  Road, 
Weaste,  who  died  on  September  22,  aged  sixty-two.  Probate 
has  been  granted  to  the  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Whitfield,  the  sole  executrix. 


Christmas  putMna. 


MR.  E.  G.  CLAYTON,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  endeavoured  to 
show  in  the  Lanoet  that  the  time-honoured  Christmas 
pudding  has  not  the  dietitic  value  that  is  generally  supposed. 
He  reduces  it  to  these  figures : 


Per  cent. 

Water  and  volatile  matter  (loss  at  100°  C.)  . 

..  3570 

Solid  matter     

..  64-30 

Organic  constituents   

..  3-0 

Inorganic  components  ... 

Nitrogenous  matters   

..  1-1 

..  4-25 

Non-nitrogenous  organic  components 

..  53-83 

Fat   

..  520 

Nutrient  ratio 

..  1-14| 

Nutrient  value  

..  64-2 

He  tells  us  that  the  nutrient  ratio  is  the  ratio  of  nitro- 
genous components  to  carbohydrates,  excluding  cellulose, 
but  including  fat  calculated  into  its  starch  equivalent,  and 
the  nutrient  value  is  the  sum  of  the  percentages  of  nitro- 
genous substances,  sugar,  dextrin,  starch,  and  fat,  calculated 
into  its  starch  equivalent.  Another  chemist,  who  is  not  so 
devoid  of  sentiment,  sends  us  the  subjoined  protest : 
O  shades  of  departed  plum  puddings  we  found  very  hard  to 
digest, 

Come  back  to  us  now  in  the  spirit,  and  sit  on  the  scientist's 
chest ; 

For  scornful  of  sentiment— boldly— he  tears  all  your  atoms  apirt 
And  gives  the  percentage  of  sugar,  fat,  dextrin,  and  sour  acid 
tart. 

O  why  rob  us  now  of  our  comfort  ?    O  why  wake  us  out  of  our 
dream  ? 

O  why  go  to  figures  to  prove  that  plum  puddings  are  not  what 
they  seem  ? 

That  the  puddings  we  thought  of  so  highly,  and  gave  such  a  zest 
to  the  feast, 

Are  worth  very  little  as  diet,  compared  to  the  flesh  of  the  beast. 

O  what  though  your  proteid  be  scanty,  your  water  percentage  too 
high, 

Would  even  a  scientist  love  you,  if  made  concentrated  and  dry  ? 
We  don't  wish  to  know  what  is  in  you — we  taste  you  and  trust  to 
the  cook, 

And  she  has  your  formula  written — down  in  her  recipe  book. 

O  scientist,  probing  for  knowledge,  withheld  from  the  ignorant 
mind, 

No  custom  long  held  from  the  ages  is  sacred  to  you  and  your 
kind : 

Your  knives  bare  our  hearts  to  your  vision,  your  ,r-rays  can  see 
to  the  bone, 

But  Scientist  do— I  beseech  you— O  do  lewe  oir  puddings  alane. 

W.  H.5A. 
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Grace  motes. 


Cutoline  is  the  name  of  a  pencil  of  aluminium  diborate 
put  on  the  market  by  Mr.  L.  Lehmann,  68  Basinghall 
Street,  E.C.  It  stops  bleeding  from  razor-cuts  very  quickly, 
and  should  be  a  popular  article.    It  retails  at  6d. 

A  Choice  Calendar  for  1904  reaches  us  from  the  A..  M. 
Todd  Company  (Limited),  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  U.S.A.  It 
consists  of  two  cards,  each  designed  to  record  the  progress 
of  the  year  for  six  months.  In  the  centre  of  each  card  is  a 
classical  design  in  colours,  very  beautifully  executed,  the 
marginal  space  being  brown  with  gold  ornamentation. 

Amalgamation. — Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  photo- 
graphic dealers,  Camera  House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C, 
have  taken  over  the  business  of  Messrs.  Bessus  &  Co.,  84 
Hatton  Garden,  and  are  transferring  the  stock  to  Camera 
House.  The  services  of  Mr.  Bannister,  the  late  proprietor, 
have  been  retained  for  Messrs.  Butcher  as  an  additional 
representative. 

Empire  Enemas. — In  the  advertisement  by  Messrs.  Burge, 
Warren  &  Ridgley  (Limited),  printed  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  January  16,  the  prices  for  the  "  Empire " 
enemas  were  incorrect.  Since  the  beginning  of  December, 
1903,  the  regular  sizes  have  been,  unpolished,  18.s.  6:1.  net 
per  dozen,  and  polished  19.W  6d.  The  firm  make  cheaper  lines, 
which  are  smaller  and  lighter  in  substance,  at  2s.  per  dozen 
less  respectively. 

Messes.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  for  their 
C.  D.  advertisement  this  week,  use  one  of  the  ideas  sent 
in  by  chemists'  wives  and  daughters.  The  original  took 
fourth  prize,  and  was  sent  in  by  Miss  Dorothy  Rutter.  We 
understand  that  a  little  misapprehension  has  arisen  in 
regard  to  the  award  of  prizes  to  picture-ideas ;  pei  haps  our 
remarks  on  the  subject  may  have  given  rise  to  this  ;  but  in 
no  case  was  a  prize  awarded  unless  the  competitor  fulfilled 
the  primary  object  of  the  competition — viz.,  to  adapt  one  or 
other  of  the  quotations  to  advertising  Wright's  caal-tar 
soap. 

Elegant  Advertising. — Mr.  E.  J.  Loosmore,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Sutton,  S.W.,  issues  a  very  neat  and  well- 
executed  circular  advertising  "Dr.  Parker's  voice,  throat, 
and  chest  pastilles."  The  lettering  is  in  gold  on  stiff 
pinkish-surfaced  paper,  and  there  are  excellent  half-tone 
vignettes  of  Mme.  Clara  Butt  and  Miss  Ada  Crossley,  the 
well-known  vocalists,  on  the  outer  covers.  Inside  are  half- 
tones in  the  same  style  of  the  late  Dean  Farrar,  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  Lord  Rosebery,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 
The  general  effect  is  tasteful  and  attractive,  our  only 
criticism  being  that  Mr.  Loosmore  should  give  his  name  and 
address  a  little  more  prominence. 

Sulphobenzoate  of  Sodium. — We  have  received  from 
Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams  (Limited),  16  Cross  Street, 
Hatton  Garden,  E.C,  a  remarkably  fine  specimen  of  this 
compound  described  by  Dr.  Hugh  Woods  in  the  C.  cf  B.  of 
January  9.  It  forms  a  rosette  about  2  inches  in  diameter  of 
hexagonal  prisms,  the  largest  of  which  are  nearly  an  inch 
long.  The  specimen  which  Dr.  Woods  sent  to  us  was  almost 
microscopic  in  crystalline  character,  but  was  apparently  of 
the  same  composition  as  the  fine  rosette  referred  to.  We 
understand  that,  besides  making  the  salt  to  meet  any  demand 
which  may  arise,  Messrs  Hopkin  &  Williams  propose  to  have 
its  constitution  and  formula  determined  by  their  research 
chemists. 

Eau-de-Cologne  Showcards. —  A  striking  showcard 
has  been  introduced  by  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  McCracken,  38  Queen 
Street,  Cannon  Street,  EC,  to  advertise  the  eau  de  Cologne 
made  by  Johann  Maria  Farina  gegeniiber  dem  Jiilichs  Platz 
The  size  of  the  card  is  24  by  16  inches,  and  the  lettering  is 
raised  in  shaded  white  and  gold  on  a  most  effective  light- blue 
background.  A  prominent  feature  of  the  card  is  an  excellent 
reproduction  of  the  original  label  as  used  on  the  "  gegeniiber 
dem"  bottles.  The  Royal  Arms  are  reproduced  at  the  top  of 
the  card,  the  Cologne  being  supplied  to  King  E  Iward,  as  it 
was  to  the  late  Queen  Victoria.  The  effect  of  the  whole  is 
heightened  by  the  card  being  finished  with  a  border 
representing  a  light-oak  frame.  A  smaller  card  in  gold  on 
white  is  also  supplied  for  setting  on  counter  or  show  case. 


Both  these  are  ornaments  to  a  chemist's  establishment,  and 
readers  should  communicate  with  Messrs.  McCracken  before 
the  supply  runs  out. 


business  CbatiGes. 


Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  another  branch  at  The 
Mall,  EaliDg,  W. 

Mr.  S.  Davis,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased  Mr. 
Forster's  business  at  Broad  Street,  Chesham. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Russell  has  acquired  the  branch  business  at 
Newhaven  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  Martin. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Skoulding,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Gaylard  &  Son,  chemists,  High  Street, 
Uxbridge. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Neathercoat,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
removed  from  No.  16  to  more  convenient  premises  at  No.  60 
Denmark  Hill,  S.E. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Laws,  chemist,  late  of  Greyhound  Lane,  Streat- 
ham,  S.W.,  has  opened  a  chemist  business  at  Thames  Street, 
Hampton,  Middlesex. 

Mr.  Alban  Atkin  has  acquired  the  branch  business  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Aukland,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  243  West  End 
Lane,  West  Hampstead. 

Mr.  H.  Lamb,  of  Stamford  Hill,  has  bought  the  business 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Perfect,  chemist  and 
druggist,  in  Craven  Park  Road,  Harlesden,  N.W. 

Mr.  F.  Horace  Johnson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  dis- 
posed of  his  business  at  78  Upper  Tulse  Hill,  S.W.,  to 
Mr.  A.  Greenwood  Watkins,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Brightlingsea,  Essex,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
George  E.  Knights,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Market  Place, 
Swallham,  Norfolk. 

Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Allison  has  taken  over  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Wm.  &  J.  Robinson,  chemists,  Cockermouth.  Mr. 
Wm.  Robinson,  who  has  recently  retired,  carried  on  the 
above  business  for  51§  years. 

Messrs.  Seabrook  Brothers,  proprietors  of  "  the  Wizard 
Camera  and  Photograph  Company,"  have  recently  removed 
from  Edmund  Place,  E.C,  to  large  and  commodious  premises 
at  32,  33,  and  34  Featherstone  Street,  City  Road,  E.C. 

The  old-established  chemist  and  druggist's  business  at 
20  Cazeneuve  Street,  Troy  Town,  Rochester,  which  has  been 
carried  on  for  so  many  years  past  by  Mr.  Richard  Tyrrell, 
chemist  and  druggist,  but  which  was  temporarily  closed  for 
a  few  days  owing  to  the  ill-health  of  the  proprietor,  is  again 
open,  with  a  manager  in  charge.  The  business  is  a  remark- 
ably good  one,  it  being  the  only  chemist's  shop  in  the  locality 
for  some  considerable  distance. 


personalities* 


Mr.  H.  J.  Macmillan,  of  Macmillan  &  Co.,  English 
chemists,  Rosario  and  Buenos  Ayres,  is  now  in  England  on 
holiday. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Beeher-Wigginton,  general  manager  of  Dodd's 
Drug-stores,  has  been  appointed  to  a  similar  post  with 
Messrs.  S.  F.  Goss  (Limited),  Regent  Street,  W. 

It  was  not  illness  which  prevented  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering 
being  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  North  London  Branch 
of  the  Chemists'  Association  last  week  to  read  his  paper. 

Mr.  Lesslie  Newbigin,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Aln  ,.ick, 
has  passed  the  Dioptric  examination  of  the  British  Optical 
Association  held  in  London  on  December  1,  1903,  and  been 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Association. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bradford  Chamber  of 
Trades,  which  was  held  last  Wednesday,  Mr.  A.  H.  Wadding- 
ton,  chemist,  was  elected  a  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  B. 
Rogerson,  chemist,  who  had  retired  from  the  position  of 
Hon.  Secretary,  was  elected  tj  fill  one  of  the  vacancies  on 
the  Council. 
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Sir  William  Ramsay  figures  as  the  "  Celebrity  at  Home" 
in  this  week's  "  World."  Sir  William's  grandfather  was  a 
manufacturing  chemist.  An  interesting  account  is  given  of 
Sir  William  Ramsay's  work,  and  from  it  we  learn  that  the 
piano  and  violin  are  as  familiar  to  him  as  abstruse  chemical 
problems. 

Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  F.C.S.,  of  Exeter,  has  in  the  press  a 
handy  little  volume  entitled  "  Drugs."  It  is  a  book  on 
materia  medica  for  students  of  pharmacy  and  medicine, 
somewhat  more  compact  than  others  of  the  kind  now  avail- 
able. It  will  be  published  in  a  few  days  by  Messrs.  Bailliere, 
Tindall  &  Cox. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Mr.  F.  Wintle,  the  West  of 
EDgland  and  South  Wales  representative  of  Messrs.  F. 
Schutze  &  Co.,  89  Southwark  Street,  S.E ,  has  almost 
recovered  from  the  serious  illness  from  which  he  has  been 
suffering.  For  a  time,  however,  Mr.  Wintle  will  confine  his 
journeys  to  Bristol  and  adjacent  towns. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  F.  Spivey,  Market  Place,  Howden,  have 
just  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  having  been  married  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Hull,  in  1854.  They  settled  at  Howden, 
where  Mr.  Spivey  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  any 
druggist.  He  was  also  postmaster  of  the  town  for  many 
years.    He  served  his  apprenticeship  at  Selby. 


Austen. — On  January  13,  at  20  Dover  Road,  Sheffield,  the 
wife  of  John  Austen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  a  son. 

Dobson.— At  37  Hanover  Street,  Stranraer,  on  January  13, 
the  wife  of  John  Dobson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 

Gray. — At  Louisville,  Dehra  Doon,  North-West  Provinces, 
India,  on  December  1,  the  wife  of  Mr.  J.  G.  M.  Gray  (of 
Mr.  P.  A.  Keogh's  pharmacy,  Dehra  Doon),  of  a  son. 


fIDarriages* 


Gauldie — Small — At  Johannesburg,  on  Januaiy  20,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Ross,  Norman  Lewis  Gauldrie,  Chemist, 
Rustenburg,  to  Margaret  Patullo,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  John  W. 
Small,  Architect,  Johannesburg.    [By  cable.] 

Wood — Spence. — At  Lowvalley  House,  Blackness,  Lin- 
lithgow, N.B.,  on  January  19,  by  the  Rev.  I.  C.  Buchanan,  M.A., 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Mitchell,  M.A ,  Archibald 
Wood,  s  s.  Hawltes  Hay,  to  Annie  Young  Wilson,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Robert  Spence,  M.D.,  J.P.,  Linlithgow, 
and  of  Mrs.  Spence,  Lowvalley  House,  Blackness. 


Dcatbs. 


Beadel. — At  Bagot  Street,  Wavertree,  Liverpool,  on 
January  7,  Mr.  Alfred  Beadel,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
seventy-two. 

Beckett. — Recently,  at  Hornsea,  Mr.  Robert  James 
Beckett,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  York,  London,  and 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  aged  sixty-nine. 

Bronte. — At  Jeppe's  Town,  Johannesburg,  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  Mr.  J.  Bronte,  chemist.  Mr.  Bronte  died  from 
appendicitis,  and  was  only  ill  for  about  a  week.  He  was  a 
comparatively  young  man,  and  was  originally  in  business  in 
New  Zealand. 

Cowap. — At  his  residence,  Delamere  Street,  Winsford, 
Cheshire,  on  January  19,  Mr.  John  William  Cowap,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Mr.  Cowap,  who  was  a  member  of  a  very  old 
Cheshire  family,  went  to  Winsford  from  Warrington  about 
thirty  years  ago.  It  was  only  the  night  prior  to  his  death 
that  he  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Over  school  managers. 
Death  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  heart- failure.  Mr.  Cowap  was 
a  well-known  Freemason,  an  earnest  Churchman,  and  a 
sidesman  of  St.  John's  Church,  Winsford.  His  death  is  deeply 


regretted  not  only  in  Winsford,  but  throughout  mid- 
Cheshire,  where  Mr.  Cowap  was  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed. 

D'Arcy. — On  January  13,  at  Dr.  Steevens'  Hospital, 
Dublin,  Mr.  John  D'Arcy,  chemist,  late  of  31  Lower  Clan- 
brassil  Street,  Dublin. 

Fletcher. — At  Stone,  Staffs,  on  January  8,  Mr.  James 
Fearson  Fletcher,  for  many  years  a  representative  of  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  of  Liverpool  and 
London.  Mr.  Fletcher  resided  at  Hawthorn  Dene,  Hoole, 
Chester,  and  was  very  well  known  throughout  Wales  and 
Ireland.    He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  brother-in-law. 

Hick. — At  York,  on  January  2,  Mr.  Thomas  Hick,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  seventy-three. 

Laming. — The  death  took  place  on  January  18,  at 
Spalding,  of  Mr.  Welberry  Laming,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
He  formerly  carried  on  the  chemist's  business  in  the 
Market  Place,  Spalding,  now  belonging  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson. 
On  retiring  from  pharmacy  Mr.  Laming  went  into  farming, 
but  about  ten  years  ago  retired.  Death  was  due  to  a  paralytic 
seizure. 

Shanks. — Recently,  at  King  William's  Town,  Cape  Colony, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Shanks,  M.P.3.I.  Mr.  Shanks  had  carried  on  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  for  ten  years  at  Holy- 
wood,  co.  Down,  and  sixteen  months  ago  went  out  to  Cape 
Colony  as  manager  of  a  chemist's  business  in  King  William's 
Town.    Death  was  due  to  pneumonia. 

Smith. — At  Gosport,  on  January  15,  Mr.  William  Black- 
well  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-seven.  Mr. 
Smith  had  been  ailing  for  some  years  as  the  result  of  an 
operation  for  a  facial  trouble.  He  was  a  very  highly 
respected  townsman  in  Gosport,  where  he  had  resided  many 
years.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Goole,  in  1847,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  Leggatt,  Bridge  Street,  Goole.  In  1869  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  late  Colonel  Mumby,  at  Gosport, 
and  served  him  for  fifteen  years.  After  this  he  started  in 
Stoke  Road,  and  four  years  later  bought  the  chemist's  busi- 
ness in  For  ton  Road  and  High  Street  from  Messrs.  Mumby  & 
Co.,  which  he  carried  on  with  success  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  He  never  took  a  very  active  part  in  local  politics, 
but  for  five  years  was  a  member  of  the  old  Gosport  and 
Alverstoke  Local  Board.  He  was  Chairman  of  Flux's 
Laundries,  a  company  which  he  inaugurated,  and  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Gosport  Building  Society  and  other  organisa- 
tions. He  was  a  member  of  the  "  Prince  of  Wales  "  Lodge 
of  Freemasons,  and  was  a  life  abstainer.  The  businesses 
will  be  carried  on  by  his  son,  Mr.  E.  Hartmann  Smith, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  been  junior  partner  in  the 
firm  for  some  years.  The  funeral  took  place  on  January  19. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  representative  townsmen, 
including  a  considerable  contingent  from  the  "Prince  of 
Wales"  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  1705,  amongst  whom  was  the 
W.M.,  Mr.  0.  A.  Reade,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Waddington. — The  death  took  place  very  suddenly  at 
Bradford,  on  January  17,  of  Mr.  John  William  Waddington, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  was  in  his  eightieth  year.  Mr. 
Waddington  was  the  oldest  chemist  in  the  city.  He  carried 
on  business  in  Westgate  until  about  ten  years  ago,  when  he 
retired.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Green  Lane,  Manningham, 
on  Sunday  afternoon  from  a  visit  to  a  son-in-law,  he  sat 
down  and  immediately  expired.  Owing  to  the  suddenness  of 
the  death  an  inquest  was  considered  necessary,  and  a  verdict 
of  "death  from  natural  causes"  was  returned. 

White. — At  Dudley,  Worcestershire,  on  January  16,  Mary 
Day,  wife  of  Mr.  George  White,  wholesale  chemist,  Dudley. 

White.— On  January  16,  at  Breeogne,  Sligo,  Ellen  W. 
White,  wife  of  Mr.  P.  N.  Whits,  J.P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Sligo,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Mathew  Walsh,  J.P.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  January  18,  from  Sligo  Cathedral. 

Wood  — On  January  15,  at  49  Emsley  Terrace,  Hunslet 
Hall  Road,  Leeds,  Mary,  widow  of  the  late  Jo?eph  Charles 
Wood,  chemist  and  druggist,  Beeston  Hill,  Leeds,  aged 
eighty-five. 


The  duty  on  methylated  spirit  imported  into  Jamaica  has  been 
altered  from  16s.  per  liq.  gal.  to  16|  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Detection  of  Yeast  Extract. 

Sir, — During  the  recent  hearing  of  an  adulterated  beef- 
extr;  ct  case  in  Liverpool  (see  0.  §  D.,  January  9,  page  58), 
Mr.  Edward  Davies,  B.Sc,  in  the  course  of  evidence  for 
the  defence  stated  that  my  test  for  the  detection  of  yeast 
extract  is  not  reliable.  All  my  work  was  done  on  samples 
of  yeast  extract  of  known  origin  prior  to  the  appearance 
of  "marmite,"  which  unfortunately  was  mentioned  in  re- 
sponse to  inquiries  as  to  where  yeast  extract  could  be 
obtained,  and  I  gave  it  as  one  retailed  in  this  country.  I 
have  since  found  that  "  marmite,"  so  far  as  this  test  is  con- 
cerned, is  misleading  as  a  standard  of  comparison,  for  it 
does  not  give  anything  like  such  striking  and  characteristic 
results,  especially  from  a  quantitative  point  of  view,  as  the 
Continental  yeast  extracts  and  such  as  were  made  earlier  in 
this  country,  and  I  understand  that  Mr.  Davies  used  only 
this.  With  this  explanation,  I  may  say  in  the  first  place, 
that  though  some  genuine  extracts  of  meat  do  give  a  light 
flocculent  deposit  under  some  conditions  (in  most  cases 
almost,  invisible  until  filtered),  it  is  altogether  different  from 
the  "bulky  curdled  precipitate  of  a  bluish  white  colour'' 
generally  obtained  from  yeast  extract,  and  the  difference  is 
so  apparent  to  the  eye  that  the  cne  can  hardly  be  mistaken 
for  the  other.  The  criticism  refers  to  a  large  and  varying 
amount  of  copper  oxide  mixed  with  the  organic  precipitate, 
and  savs  that  the  solution  was  boiled  for  three  minutes, 
whereas  1  specifically  stated  one  or  two  minutes :  with 
longer  boiling  oxide  of  copper  is  liable  to  be  thrown  down 
and  most  variable  results  are  obtained,  but  such  a  precipitate 
differs  essentially  from  what  I  described.  The  whole  point 
of  the  test  is  not  the  weight,  but  the  physical  characteristics 
of  the  precipitate.  I  have  not  claimed  it  as  a  reliable 
quantitative  test,  though  with  known  weights  of  the  older 
yeast  extracts  used  as  a  control,  I  have  been  able  fo  deduce 
approximate  results.  Of  the  test  in  question,  Dr.  James 
Campbell  Brown,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst  for  Liverpool,  who 
gave  expert  evidence  in  the  case  referred  to,  said  : 

The  test  is  quite  satisfactory  in  itself.  If  it  is  performed  with 
skill  and  prudence,  it  is  not  a  fallacious  test. 

Searl's  test  is  quite  satisfactory  if  you  perform  it  in  a  proper 
way. 

Mr.  Collingwood  Williams,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  also  public  anaiyst 
for  Liverpool,  fully  confirmed  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Campbell 
Brown.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  in  an  editorial, 
October  10,  1903,  said 

Only  this  test  wai  wanted  to  assure  the  exposure  of  the  fraud. 
We  find  that  the  test  works  well. 

Whatever  the  defects  of  this  empirical  test  may  be,  the 
practical  result  of  its  publication  has  been  to  clear  the 
market  of  the  adulterated  article,  and  it  is  now  almost  im- 
possible to  get  hold  of  a  sample.  I  shall,  however,  be 
pleased,  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power,  to  obtain  for  any  public 
analyst  a  small  sample  of  the  adulterated  article  for  expe- 
rimental purposes.  It  has  also  been  recently  shown  ("  Journal 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  ")  that  the  yield  of  extract 
from  yeast  varies  from  5  61  to  19  85  per  cent.,  according  to 
the  method  employed,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  different 
samples  give  divergent  results;  and  I  hope  that  the  outcome 
of  the  discussion  will  be  that  a  better  test  will  eventually 
result  therefrom.  I  need  only  add  that  the  deposit  from  a 
solution  of  extracts  of  yeast,  or  meat-extracts  adulterated 
with  same,  will  almost  invariably  show  ruptured  yeast-cells 
when  examined  microscopically. 

Yours  faithfully, 
152  Old  Street,  E.C.  A.  Searl. 


Sulphobenzoate  of  Sodium. 

Sir, — Mr.  Bridges  complains  that  I  described  sulpb.3- 
benzoate  of  sodium  as  "a  compound  containing  caibolic, 
formic,  and  sulphuric  acids."  He  says  such  a  description  is 
"  very  inaccurate."  The  inaccuracy  is  Mr.  Bridge's.  I  never 
said  anything  of  the  kind.  I  said  "  composed  of  "  ;  and  they 
unquestionably  do  enter  into  its  composition.  Mr.  Bridges 
objects  to  the  way  in  which  the  formula  were  written.  I 
do  not  see  that  the  alterations  he  suggests  affect  the  argu- 
ment. The  formula  were  written  in  the  way  which  appeared 
most  convenient,  and  there  is  nothing  absurd  in  supposing 
Na  to  replace  a  phenolic  H.  It  does  so  in  carbolate  of 
sodium.  But  Mr.  Bridges  may  alter  the  formulrc  as  he 
suggests,  if  it  suits  his  "  constitutional "  ideas  better,  t 
fail,  however,  to  see  how  Mr.  Bridges  contends  that  the 
formulas 


exhibits  Na  directly  joined  to  C  unless  he  regards  O  as 
identical  with  nonentity.  Mr.  Bridges  may  alter  the  posi- 
tions from  1  :  2  to  1  :  4  in  the  ring  formula.  As  the  cor- 
rection applies  to  both,  this  "glaring  error"  is  quite 
unimportant,  especially  as  the  context  prevented  any  mis- 
apprehension. It  is  therefore  ridiculous  to  say,  as  Mr, 
Bridges  does,  that  "  after  this  one  may  be  reasonably 
excused  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the  process  itself."  I 
am  sorry  that  my  paper  constitutes  an  accusation  of  "  unusual 
behaviour  against  compounds  so  respectable  as  carboxylic 
acids,"  and  if  Mr.  Bridges  can  clear  their  characters  perhaps 
he  will  do  so.  I  admit  that  my  process  is  a  very  simple  one, 
and  I  wish  I  had  opportunity  to  examine  the  many  results 
which  are  probably  involved.  Mr.  Bridges  says  the  process 
failed  with  him  in  spite  of  its  simplicity.  Possibly  in  his 
superior  wisdom  he  improved  upon  the  process.  Lest  it 
should,  however,  be  supposed  that  my  personality  is  an  es- 
sential to  the  reaction,  I  may  say  that  Messrs.  Hopkin  & 
Williams  have  just  sent  me  a  beautiful  sample  of  the  salt. 
Here,  then,  we  have  a  solid  foundation  to  start  from.  Let 
Mr.  Bridges  at  least  show  what  the  salt  is  before  he  casts 
aside  my  humble  opinion  on  the  subject.  Errors  and 
omissions  excepted,  I  still  believe  it  to  be  a  parasulpho- 
benzoate  of  sodium,  and  one  containing  two  atoms  of  sodium. 

Yours  very  truly, 
26  Welbeck  Street,  W.,  January  20.        Hugh  Woods. 

Normal  Saline  Solution. 

Sir, — Keferring  to  the  letter  under  this  heading  in  your 
current  issue,  we  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Francis  for 
directing  attention  to  what  might  easily  lead  to  a  serious 
error  in  dispensing.  On  the  labels  of  our  solution  of  adrenalin 
chloride  we  print  the  following:  "Normal  solution  sodium 
chloride  may  conveniently  be  prepared  from  our  compressed 
tablets  of  sodium  chloride."  The  label  accompanying  these 
tablets  bears  :  "  One  tablet  dissolved  in  4  fluid  oz  of  distilled 
water  will  form  normal  solution  sodium  chloride."  Each 
tablet  weighs  11  gr  ,  so  that  the  percentage  strength  of  the 
normal  solution  so  prepared  will  be  0  628,  which  is  prac- 
tically the  same  strength  as  that  given  by  Mr.  Francis. 
This  method  of  preparing  normal  saline  solution  has  fre- 
quently been  referred  to  in  our  published  literature,  but 
doubtless  it  has  in  some  cases  escaped  attention.  Mr.  Francis 
has  done  a  useful  service  in  showing  the  difference  between 
normal  saline  solution  for  physiological  purposes  and  that 
used  in  chemical  investigation,  and  on  that  account  he 
deserves  hearty  thanks. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

Ill  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  January  18. 

Sir,— Mr.  T.  H.  Francis  seems  to  be  a  little  bit  h*vj  on 
chemists  in  general  in  the  matter  of  normal  saline  solution. 
Its  composition  is  surely  a  matter  of  every-day  knowledge  1 
It  has  been  employed  for  years,  long  before  the  use  of  the 
suprarenal  gland  or  its  active  principle  was  thought  of — 
e  g.,  in  military  surgery  a  handful  of  salt  was  thrown  into  a 
quart  or  two  of  water  and  injected  intravenously  to  save  the 
life  of  a  soldier  in  the  collapse  following  excessive  bleeding. 
From  the  aseptic  point  of  view  it  is  desirable  to  place  the 
contents  of  a  tube  of  concentrated  saline  solution  in  a 
couple  of  pints  of  boiled  water,  and  inject  this  intravenously. 
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I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Francis  dubs  the  average 
chemist's  library  as  "scanty  and  miserable" — page  429  of 
the  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia,"  edition  10,  gives  all  the  in- 
formation necessaiy.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Martindale. 
10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  January  16. 

London  Chemists'  Association  Dinner. 

Sir,— May  I  be  allowed  to  make  use  of  your  columns  to 
say  that  the  sane  resolution  was  passed  that  at  the  above 
dinner  evening  dress  is  quite  optional  1  I  know  that  many 
of  our  members  so  much  prefer  dinners  where  they  can  feel 
quite  at  home  with  the  usual  morning  coat,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  accounts  for  success  as  far  as  numbers  attending 
this  dinner.  Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  Pentney. 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1904 
before  formulating  Queries. 

21/21.  B.  R.  M — "Rub  on  the  parts  affected"  is  not  in 
our  opinion  a  dutiable  recommendation,  no  ailment  being 
named  or  implied. 

23/9.  Pop  — If  your  labels  for  neuralgic  drops  and  rheu- 
matic mixture  contain  adequate  indications  of  the  ingre- 
dients of  the  medicine  (a  fact  that  we  cannot  determine 
unless  you  submit  to  us  complete  formulae),  they  will  not 
render  the  preparations  liable  to  stamp-duty.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  mention  on  the  labels  flavouring-agents  or  other 
placebos  in  such  mixtures. 

20/57.  0*meiic. — (1)  If  your  medicated  port  wine  is 
excisable — i.e.,  sold  under  a  wine-licence — it  is  not  a  medicine 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  and  is 
therefore  exempt  from  the  duty  under  these  Acts,  although 
labelled  in  the  recommendatory  terms  of  your  label. 
(2)  Your  label  for  mentholised  eau  de  Cologne  will  make 
the  preparation  dutiable.    See  page  139. 

22/12.  B. — (1)  An  apprentice's  absence  for  five  weeks 
through  illness  does  not  prolong  the  period  of  apprenticeship 
by  five  weeks.  The  indenture  is  a  contract  on  behalf  of  the 
apprentice  to  serve  the  master  between  the  dates  specified 
therein.  (2)  If  John  Brown,  trading  as  A.  B.  Brown  &  Co  , 
is  suddenly  met  with  the  competition  in  a  similar  business  of 
a  newly  formed  company,  the  A.  B.  Brown  Company  (Limited), 
the  only  legal  redress  he  can  get  is  to  prove  to  a  Court  that 
the  company's  name  has  been  assumed  for  the  purpose  of 
injuring,  and  has  injured,  A.  B.  Brown  &  Co.'s  business.  In 
that  case  the  Court  may  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  just  and 
equitable  that  the  company  should  be  wound  up,  and  order 
accordingly. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  ol 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  informatio' 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


21/14.    W.  S.— Thanks  for  the  cutting. 

65/4.  B.  I.  C. — What  you  require  is  a  copy  of  "  Veterinary 
Counter-practice,"  published  by  us  at  3  s.  6d.,  post  free 
3s.  9d.  It  contains  abundance  of  formula;  and  much  sound 
advice. 

16/27.     A.  P.  O. — Black-currant  Cough-syrup,  No.  2, 

C.  4'  B.  Biary,  page  537,  will  suit  your  label,  using,  instead 
of  water,  infusion  of  marshmallow  made  with  chloroform- 
water  in  the  cold. 

21/69.  Mela/wyl. — You  do  not  say  how  long  it  takes  the 
chemist  to  sell  twelve  dozen  syphons,  nor  where  the  chemist  is 
situated  as  regards  supplies  from  manufacturers.  Both  are 
material  factors  in  reckoning  up  the  profit  or  loss  by  filling 
syphons  on  the  premises. 


Information  Wanted. 


22/17.    Where  can  eucalyptus  tar  be  obtained  ? 
19/17.    Address  of  makers  of  Vulcan  dog-biscuits. 
22/55.    What  is  the  address  of  the  proprietors  of  pyro- 
gestine  1 

24/18.  Address  of  Renaud  &  Co.,  makers  of  Poudre  a 
toilette  Brunette. 


Coining  Events, 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  January  25. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Cantor  Lecture  (I.)  by  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitsch  on  "  Oils  and 
Fate — their  Uses  and  Applications." 

Tuesday,  January  26. 

'Royal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  John  Sterry  on  "The 
Separation  of  Development  into  Primary  and  Secondary 
Actions." 

London   Chemists'  Association,    Hotel    Cecil,    at    7.30  p.m. 

Annual  dinner.    The  President  (Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris) 

in  the  chair.    Reception  at  7  p.m. 
Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 

9  p.m     Mr.  W.  M.  Gardner  on  "  Radium  and  the  Genesis  of 

Elements." 

Wednesday,  January  27. 

Edinburgh  Chemists' ,  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  As  o  nation, 
36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  Open  meeting,  conducted  by  Mr. 
W.  B.  Cowie. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association,    Park    Hotel.  Annual 

meeting  (4  p.m.)  and  dinner  (6.30  p.m.). 
Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Hotel,  London  Street, 

Paddington,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Smoking-concert. 
Teesside  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton-on-Tees, 

at  8  p.m.    Annual  dinner.    Tickets  (4s.  6d.  each)  can  be  had 

from  Mr.  Lee,  Morton  Road,  Middlpsbrough. 
Public  Bispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate 

Circus,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.    Annual  general  meeting.  Business. 

To  receive  annual  report  of  Council ;  to  elect  officers  for  the 

year. 

Thursday,  January  28 

Barnsley    Chemists'    Association,    Royal    Hotel,    at  7  p  m. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Bellamy  on  "  How  do  we  Stand  ?  —a  brief  Revie.v 

of  the  Chemist's  Position." 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73    Newman    Street,  W., 

at  9  p.m.    Mr.  C.  A.  Swan,  M.B.,  "A  Talk  to  Chemists." 
Chemists'   and  Bruggists'   Society  of  Ireland,  Ulster  Hall, 

Belfast,  at  8  p.m.    Annual  musical  evening.    Sir  J»mes  H. 

Haslelt,  M.P.,  will  preside. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy  has  been  fixed  for  February  15. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  East  Aberdeenshire 
Chemists' Association  will  be  held  at  the  Station  Hotel,  Maud,  on 
February  4,  at  2.15  P.M. 

The  twenty-third  annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  announced 
for  February  24.  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London 
Wall,  E.C.,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Exeter  Chemists'  Association  is  to 
take  place  on  February  3.  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  1C0  Fore 
Street,  Exeter,  will  supply  tickets  to  those  desiring  to  be  present. 

The  annual  ball  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society  has  been  arranged  for  February  4.  Tickets  (7s.  6d.  pach) 
may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe,  Union 
Offices,  Westbar,  Sheffield. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  is  to  read  a  supplementary 
paper  on  the  spirit  question  at  a  speciil  meeting  of  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  February  22.  Mr. 
Tyrer  will  in  this  communication  give  the  latest  information 
respecting  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  in 
various  countries. 


During  1902  Germany  exported  to  the  Transvaal  cyanide  o 
potassium  valued  at  936,000m. 
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W0T2CE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  Augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
tht  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyer* 
so  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  priesi 
hers  quoted, 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  January  21 

THE  result  of  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  offered 
to-day  was  considered  very  satisfactory,  in  view  of  the 
dull  state  of  trade  which  has  so  far  characterised  this  month. 
Cape  aloes  declined  4s.  in  view  of  the  larger  offerings,  and 
Zanzibar  description  also  declined.  There  was  an  excellent 
demand  for  asafetida,  very  high  prices  beiDg  paid  for  prime 
quality.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  quiet,  but  steady,  and  buchu 
brought  unaltered  rates.  Cardamoms  sold  well  at  firm  but  un- 
altered rates.  Elemi  is  tending  lower  owing  to  large  arrivals, 
and  a  parcel  of  guaiacum  sold  rather  cheaply.  Jamaica 
honey  was  not  offered  ;  good  quality  is  scarce  privately.  Rio 
ipecac,  met  with  slight  suppport  at  unaltered  rates.  Menthol 
dropped  9d.  to  Is  Outside  of  the  drug-auctions  there  has 
been  an  unexpected  drop  in  quinine,  and  a  spurt  in  cascara 
sagrada.  Santonin  has  also  been  advanced,  and  again  higher 
prices  are  asked  for  refined  camphor,  while  all  preparations 
have  been  raised,  including  camphoric  acid  and  camphor 
monobrom.  English  chloroform  has  been  reduced.  The 
following  are  the  more  important  changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

I  Lower 

Acid,  cam- 
phoric 

Opium 

Benzo'.s 

Aloes  (Cape) 

(Persian) 

Cinchona 

Aloes  (Zanzi- 

Antimony 

Jalap 

bar) 

Camphor 

Nutmegs 

Chloroform 

monobrom 

Elemi 

Camphor  (ref.) 

Guaiacum 

Cascara 

Quinine  and 

sagrada 
Galls  (Chin.) 

salts 

(makers') 

Isinglass 

Pot.  prussiate 

Santonin 

Soda  nitrate 

Sugar  of  milk 

Shellac. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  shellac  trade  on  Tuesday,  January  19,  at  the 
London  Commercial  Sale  Rooms,  it  was  decided  by  a  large 
majority  to  form  a  Shell  ic  Trade  Association  somewhat  on  the 
lines  of  the  Jute  Association.  Hitherto  the  trade  has  been 
governed  by  the  rules  of  the  London  General  Produce-brokers 
Association,  but  the  shellac  business  has  now  g'Own  to 
such  dimensions  as  to  warrant  the  formation  of  a  distinct  asso- 
ciation. Moreover,  a  large  section  of  the  trade  is  dissatisfied  with 
the  offhand  manner  in  which  disputes  and  arbitrations  have  been 
settled  by  th  brokers.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Becker,  of  Messrs. 
Becker,  Ross  &  Co.),  in  urging  the  claims  of  the  new  scheme, 
pointed  out  that  the  trade  altogether  would  be  placed  on  a  better 
footing,  and  although  at  the  present  time  the  full  benefit  of  the 
secession  might  not  be  so  readily  felt,  the  shellac-market  at  some 
future  date  might  prove  a  falling  one,  and  consequently  disputes 
between  London  buyers  and  Calcutta  shippers  would  be  more 
frequent.  He  estimated  that  the  trade  in  shellac  was  now  worth 
some  two  millions  sterling  per  annum,  and  with  a  turnover  of,  say, 
ten  times  this  amount,  the  trade  was  well  able  to  take  care  of 
itself  by  having  a  separate  association.  Several  other  speakers 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  and  eventually  the 
rules  which  had  been  formulated  at  the  previous  meetings  were 


submitted  and  discussed,  and  finally  agreed  to.  A  committee  to 
represent  the  interests  of  Calcutta  shippers,  merchants,  and  brokers 
will  bo  appointed  in  due  course.  Mr.  Scaramanga,  of  Messrs. 
Ralli  Brothers,  proposed  the  formation  of  the  new  Association, 
and  Mr.  Adair,  of  Messrs.  E.  D.  Sassoon  &  Co.,  seconded.  Mr. 
Percy  Prior,  of  Messrs.  Lambert  cfc  Strong,  was  appointed  Hon. 
I  Secretary. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  January  21 : — Turpentine  and  Carnauba-wax 
are  firmer,  and  refined  camphor  is  unaltered. 

New  York,  January  21 : — Business  here  is  good.  Opium 
is  firmer  at  $2  95  per  lb.  for  druggists'  in  single  cases. 
Quinine  has  been  reduced  to  24c.  per  oz.  Cascara  sagrada 
has  advanced  to  17c.  per  lb.  Refined  camphor  is  dearer  at 
70c.  per  lb.,  and  podophyllum- root  is  weak  with  sellers  at  9c. 
per  lb.    Menthol  is  firmer  at  $5  30  per  lb. 

Acid,  Camphoric,  has  advanced  to  11?.  9d.  per  lb.  net 

tor  purl  ss .  orysst.  ex  warehouse.. 

Antimony. — English  is  dearer  at  26J.  10.?.  to  211.  10s. 
per  ton. 

Arrowroot  steady  in  auction,  good  manufacturing  St. 
Vincent  in  barrels  selling  at  from  lfi.  to  l%d.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — English  refined  continues  its  upward  course, 
and  prices  may  be  said  to  have  advanced  a  further  3d.  per  lb. 
during  the  week,  business  haviDg  been  at  up  to  3s.  for  small 
quantities  of  bells  from  the  refiners.  The  stocks  of  Japanese 
are  also  rapidly  becoming  absorbed,  and  since  our  last  report 
a  further  large  business  has  been  done  both  on  the  spot  and 
for  shipment.  Holders  on  Wednesday  were  asking  2s.  l\d., 
net,  for  1  oz.  Japanese  and  Formosa  tablets  on  the  spot.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  principal  consuming  period 
(February,  March,  and  April)  is  at  hand,  the  position  of  the 
article  is  rapidly  approaching  a  crisis. 

The  exports  of  camphor  from  Japan  duriDg  the  ten  months 
ending  October  were  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

Kin    3,631,751  3,288,549  3,710,874 

Yen    3,425,000  2,811,000  3,254,000 

Kin  =  1'3  lbs.  avoir ,  and  yen  —  2s.  0^d.  These  figures  are  taken 
from  the  accounts  relating  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  certain 
foreign  countries  and  British  Possessions,  published  by  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Camphor  Monobrom.— In  sympathy  with  the  higher 
prices  for  camphor  this  article  has  advanced  to  4s.  8d. 
per  lb.  net  for  small  lots  and  to  4s.  6d.  for  5-kilo  parcels. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Since  our  last  a  sudden  demand  has 
sprung  up,  and  prices  on  the  spot  have  advanced  rapidly, 
being  from  15s.  to  18s.  dtarer  than  last  week.  The  buying 
has  been  both  for  home  and  for  export,  at  prices  rising  from 
75s.  to  85s.,  and  on  Wednesday  100s.  was  asked  for  two  to 
three  year  old  bark  on  the  spot,  but  probably  a  little  would 
still  be  obtainable  at  from  90s.  The  United  States  appears 
to  have  been  the  principal  purchaser,  and  to  this  may  be 
ascribed  the  sharp  advance. 

Chloroform. — The  English  makers  announce  a  reduction 
of  2d.  per  lb  in  the  price  of  B.P.  chemically  pure,  and  now 
quote  from  Is.  10^.  to  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  ;  the  lower  price  being 
for  50  lb.  lots.  Minimum  quantities  are  subject  to  Id. 
reduction.  Pure  chloroform  from  s.v.r.  is  unaltered  at  from 
4s.  lid  to  5s.  per  lb. 

Cocoa  Butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  February  2  will  consist  of  75  tons  Van  Houten's  brand, 
14  tons  de  Jong,  and  5  tons  Mignon. 

Ether. — The  further  advance  in  the  price  of  spirit  in 
Germany  has  led  to  an  advance  of  5m.  per  100  kilos,  in 
sulphuric  ether.  Makers  now  quote  -720  at  253m.  ?nd  -722 
at  243in.  per  100  kilos,  at  works. 

Ferri  et  Quin.  Cit. — B.P.  quality  is  now  quoted  by  the 
makers  at  5%d.  in  bulk,  and  6^d.  per  oz.  in  vials. 

Galls — Chinese  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  55s.,  and 
for  arrival  sellers  ask  51s.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Arabic. — Ghatti  gum  continues  very  scarce  on  the 
spot,  practically  nothing  being  offered.    Fair  pale  to  coloury 
Karachi  has  been  sold  at  23s.  6^.  per  cwt.    In  the  drug- 
I  auction  5  cases  of  good  pale  picked  Trieste  grains  were 
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bought  in  at  85s  per  cwt.,  and  18  bags  of  Australian  sold  at 
from  15*.  to  15s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  medium  reddish  slightly 
blocky  sorts,  and  10s.  for  pickings. 

Cinchona. — Although  eight  brokers  brought  forward 
supplies,  the  total  offerings  amounted  to  836  packages  only, 
of  which  the  bulk  was  Calisaya.  The  tone  was  quiet,  about 
three-fourths  selling  at  easier  rates  compared  with  the 
previous  auction,  the  average  unit  being  l'£d.  per  lb.  as  com- 
pared with  l\d.  In  the  drug-auction  16  serons  of  Huanuco 
bark  sold,  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  fair  bright  sound  and  9d.  for 
country-damaged. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : 


Lbs. 

The  American  and  Italian  factories 

...  23,716 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons 

...  5,237 

The  Imperial  Quinine  factory 

...  5,028 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories 

...  3,790 

The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories  ... 

...  3,450 

The  Brunswick  factory   

285 

Druggists,  brokers,  &c  

...  46,616 

Total  quantity  sold 

...  88,122 

Bought  in  

...  49,314 

Total  quantity  offered  ... 

...  137,436 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  cinchona  offered 
and  sold  : 


Packages 

P 

ickages 

Offered 

Sold 

South  American  cinchona  (Calisaya) 

314  of 

which 

314 

East  Indian  cinchona   

183 

» 

62 

African  cinchona 

143 

79 

Ceylon  cinchona   

134 

j) 

62 

Java  cinchona          ...       ...  ... 

62 

62 

836 

579 

The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  : 

Ceylon. — Hybrid,  good  stem  chips,  5|<7.  Officinalis,  original 
chips  and  shavings,  2%d.  to  5d. ;  red  stem  chips  and  shavings, 
2%d.  to  Zjjd. 

East  Indian.— Officinalis,  original  chips,  small,  2^d.  ;  good, 
5^. ;  branch,  mixed,  2^d.  to  3 gd. ;  and  root,  Zfsd.  to  5\d.  Bright 
druggists'  quill,  Sd.  to  8Jf7. ;  dull,  4|d.  to  6^d.  Hybrid,  chips, 
3£<Z.  to  4|rf. ;  root,  5d. 

African. — Good  bright  quill,  4^f?..  to  5d. ;  and  quillings,  3?d. 
to  4f<Z. 

Java. — Crushed  Ledgeriana  branch,  Id.  to  75<7.. ;  and  Hybrid 
branch,  6d. 

South  American. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  quill,  5$d.  to 
7§cZ. ;  thin  quill,  part  broken,  5^d.  to  6gcZ. ;  and  quilly  chips,  5$d. 
per  lb. 

According  to  a  telegram  received  by  the  Amsterdam  brokers, 
the  exports  from  Java  during  the  first  half  of  January  amounted 
to  514,000  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against  227,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  last 
year. 

The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  January  28  will 
consist  of  10,763  bales  and  834  cases,  weighing  1,014,942  kilos. 
Java  bark  and  containing  the  equivalent  of  47,504  kilos,  sulphate 
of  quinine.  The  manufacturing-bark  contains  an  average  of 
5  21  per  cent.,  against  5'30  per  cent,  for  the  December  auction 
and  an  average  of  5'32  per  cent,  for  the  ten  auctions  held  at 
Amsterdam  in  1903. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  is  dull  of  sale  at  2\d: 
per  lb.  Belgian  of  first  pressing  is  quoted  20Z.  per  ton,  and 
second  pressing  18/.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver. — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  position, 
buyers  preferring  to  wait  reports  as  to  the  new  fishing.  In 
regard  to  the  oil  which  is  being  offered  from  the  winter 
fishing,  it  is  pointed  out  that  such  oil  is  manufactured  from 
the  livers  of  cod  mixed  with  those  of  inferior  fish,  such  as 
coalfish  or  pollock,  ling,  haddock,  and  others.  Prime  Nor- 
wegian oil  is  quoted  370s.  to  375s.,  but  there  is  no  business. 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  January  16  that  the 
prospects  for  the  forthcomicg  fishing  season  are  still  con- 
sidered favourable.  Meanwhile  the  market  is  quite  inani- 
mate, buyers  refusing  to  contract  before  the  fishing  seriously 
commences.  The  tendency  of  the  market  is  decidedly 
towards  lower  prices.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date 
amount  to  39  barrels,  against  128  barrels  at  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year. 

Oils,  Essential. — No  business  of  importance  is  recorded 
inessential  oils  this  weak.    Cassia  oil  is  steady,  but  quiet, 


single  cases  of  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  offering  at  3s.  3d., 
75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent.  c.a.  3s.  Id.,  and  70  per  cent,  to 
75  per  cent.  c.a.  2s.  lid.  per  lb.  spot.  Camphor  oil  is  firm  at 
45s.,  spot.  French  Geranium  oil,  "extra"  is  quoted 
30s.  to  32s.  per  lb.,  and  "super"  25s.  to  27s.;  African  is 
obtainable  at  18s.,  and  Bourbon  17s.  per  lb.  "  Mount 
Blanc "  Lavender  (guaranteed  pure)  is  offered  at  7s.,  and 
from  picked  flowers,  6s.  per  lb.  Rosemary  is  offered  by 
French  distillers  at  2s.  lOd.  to  3s  per  lb.  for  "  pure,"  and 
white  Thyme  at  5s.  Qd.  downwards  according  to  ^u  ility,  red 
being  quoted  at  from  5s.  to  5s.  6i.  for  finest.  Patchouli  oil 
has  advanced,  prices  ranging  from  22s.  to  25s.  per  lb.  for 
genuine.  Privately  there  has  been  a  fair  business  in  outside 
brands  of  Japanese  dementholised  oil  at  5s.  3d  to  5s.  Qi. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f .,  and;5s.  to  5s.  9d.  spot.  Small  salts  of  American 
HGH  are  also  reported  at  14s.  Qi.  spot.  Best  Sassafras  oil  is 
offered  at  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  steady,  with  a  small 
demand  for  good  to  fine  Smyrna  druggists'  at  from  8s.  3^. 
to  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Holders  of  Persian  now  ask  12*.  Qd.  per  lb. 
for  good,  which  price  has  checked  business. 

Smyrna,  January  8. — Until  this  morning  our  market  this  week 
was  very  quiet,  but  to-day,  owing  to  hard  frost  which  set  in  last 
night,  American  buyers  came  forward  and  bought  125  cases  Kara- 
hissar  selected  talequale  at  8.s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  and  5  cases  Bogaditz 
talequale  at  8s.  Qd.  Should  the  frost  last,  it  is  expected  to  cause 
a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  poppy,  which  hitherto,  owing  to 
mild  weather,  has  appeared  above  ground,  and  is  unprotected  by 
snow.  The  arrivals  of  opium  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to 
1,679  cases,  against  4,679  cases  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year. 

Constantinople,  January  16. — Rumours  are  going  around  that 
recent  frosts  have  dimaged  the  young  plants,  and  cables  from  the 
interior  have  been  received  instructing  agents  here  not  to  sell 
This  has  imparted  a  firmer  all-round  tone,  but  whether  it  will  last  or 
not  depends  on  the  damage,  if  any,  to  the  plants.  The  week's 
sales  amount  to  12  cases  "  soft  "  at  9s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Otto  of  Rose.— We  understand  that  one  of  the  leading 
shippers  of  Turkey  otto  has  ceased  to  offer  to  the  London 
market  for  the  present,  as  he  is  said  to  have  sold  a  large 
proportion  of  what  he  secured  in  the  United  States  and 
other  European  markets. 

Podophyllum- root. — From  New  York  48s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,  is  cabled  as  the  price.  B.P.  Resin  is  nominal  at  12s. 
per  lb.,  there  being  very  little  obtainable. 

Potash,  Prussiate. — English  makers  have  advanced  their 
prices  by  \d.  per  lb.,  the  quotation  for  yellow  being  b\d. 
per  lb. 

Santonin. — An  advance  of  Is.  per  lb.  was  announced  on 
Wednesday,  makers  now  quoting  small  lots  of  B.P.  crystals 
at  25s.,  28-lb.  lots  at  24s.  9d.,  and  56  lbs.  at  24s.  Qi.  per  lb., 
net. 

Quinine. — Manufacturers  have  reduced  their  prices  by  Id' 
per  oz.,  the  standard  German  brands  of  sulphate  in  bulk 
being  now  quoted  at  Is.  per  oz.  Hoivard's  price  has  also 
been  reduced  to  Is.  Id.  in  bulk  and  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  in  vials, 
and  Whiff  en's  make  is  Is.  in  bulk.  Other  salts  are  also 
lower,  the  following  being  the  quotations  for  the  more  im- 
portant, in  100-oz.  tins:  hydrochloride  Is.  bi.  per  cz  ,  citrate 
Is.  b\d.,  hydrobromide  Is.  5^ ,  phosphate  Is.  Id.,  salicylate 
Is.  bd  ,  tannate  9d.  to  9\i.,  and  valerianate  Is.  3d.  per  oz. 
This  reduction  on  the  part  of  makers  was  entirely  unexpected, 
and  various  reasons  are  given  to  account  for  the  decline.  It 
is  not  improbable,  however,  that  it  is  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Continental  makers  to  squeeze  out  the  new  manufac- 
ture located  in  Utrecht,  who,  it  is  said,  has  taken  a  large 
order.  It  is  a' so  said  the  market  is  beiDg  "arranged"  for 
him  to  be  caught  on  the  falling  clause.  Another  reason  is 
given  that  the  reduction  was  made  in  order  to  depress  prices 
at  the  forthcoming  bark-sale  at  Amsterdam,  at  which  11,000 
packages  will  be  offered,  representing  47  tons  of  quinine. 
Immediately  after  the  decline  in  makers'  prices  a  small 
business  was  done  from  second-hands  at  ll^d.  for  March, 
but  subsequently  ll^d.  was  accepted,  the  market  closing 
with  further  sellers. 

The  Amsterdam  Quinine-works  now  quote  Ed.  II.  at  21nf.  and 
Ed.  III.  at  23^f.  per  kilo.  The  exports  of  quinine  from  Java 
during  November  amounted  to  64  cases,  of  which  10  cases  were 
shipped  to  New  York,  50  to  Singapore,  and  4  to  Hong-Kong  in 
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transit.  Prom  January  1  to  November  30  the  shipments  have 
been : 

1903       1902       1901       1900  1899 
Cases...    1,917      1,409      2,038      1,855  1,600 

Soda  Nitratk  is  dearer,  refined  having  been  advanced  to 
106'.  per  cwt.,  and  ordinary  to  9*.  9%d. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  was 
firm,  bold  cut  being  brought  in  at  62s  6(1.,  and  Igood  small 
cut  at  45s.  The  market  for  Singapore  Pepper  is  firm  at  6~d. 
spot  with  a  fair  business,  and  fair  White  Singapore  is 
quoted  9%d.,  and  fair  Penang  at  9£.d.  Fair  Pimento  is 
quoted  4d  per  lb.  Chillies  in  auction  were  quiet,  fair  bright 
Nyassaland  (16)  selling  at  47s.,  and  yellowish  at  42s.  per  cwt. 
No  Cloves  were  offered  in  auction ;  privately  the  speculative 
market  has  been  quieter.  January-March  delivery  has  been 
sold  at  8j\d. ;  March-May,  8{}.d.  to  8f  d.  to  8\d.  ;  and  June- 
Avgust,  8^d.  to  8\\:d.,  the  market  closing  with  sellers  at 
3%d. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — For  American  powder  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is 
now  asked,  beiDg  dearer.  Dutch  make  is  quoted  61s.  c.i.f., 
and  best  Italian  make  62s.  6d.  net,  ex  wharf. 

A  Continental  report  states  that  the  market  is  very  firm, 
demand  being  limited  to  the  workiDg-off  of  contracts  which  have 
been  placed  lor  delivery  well  over  this  year.  Second-hand  holders 
quote  115m.  per  100  kilos.  There  is  practically  no  American 
make  to  be  had. 

Turmeric. —  Cochin  finger  is  dearer,  sales  having  been  made 
at  9s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  fair  Madras  (Rajapore)  has  been  sold 
at  9s.  In  auction  564  bags  of  fair  finger  from  Calicut  sold 
cheaply  at  from  7s.  to  7s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  and  fair  bulbs  at 
7s.  3d. 

Uranium  Nitrate — The  present  prices  are  10s.  9d. 
per  lb.  ioipuriss.  eryst.,  and  9s.  9d.  nett  for  pi/re  cryst. 

Vanilla. — The  auctions  which  closed  late  last  Thursday 
constituted  a  "  record,"  the  quantity  offered  exceeding  that 
offered  at  any  previous  London  auction.  The  total  weight 
was  about  15 J  tons,  comprising  about  2,800  tins. 

London  Drug1- auctions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 


Offered 

Aloes — 

Cape    87  ... 

Socotrine    41  .. 

Zanzibar    24  ... 

Ambergris   3  ... 

Aniseed   40  .. 

Annatto-seed    71  .. 

Areca   16  .. 

Asafetida    170  ... 

Balsam  — 

Canada    2  .. 

Bdellium    6  ... 

Benzoin — 

Sumatra   125  ... 

Buchu    20  ... 

Calumba    18  .. 

Cantharides  (Chin.)  1  .. 

Cardamoms    468  .., 

Cinchona    20  .. 

Coca-leaves    10  ... 

Colocynth   44  ... 

Cubebs    18  .., 

Egg-albumen    3  .., 

Egg-yolks  (cks.)  ...  10  ... 

Elemi   67  ... 

Ergot   13  ... 

Fennel-seed   12  .., 

Galls    3  ... 

Guaiacum   18  .., 

Gum  acacia    77  ... 

Honey  — 

Argentine   50  ... 

Californian    10  ... 

Canadian    8  ... 

New  Zealand  ...  72  ... 
Ipecacuanha- 
Cartagena   8  ... 

Johore    1  ... 

Bio  (Matto  Grosso)  23  ... 

„   (Minas)    13  ... 

Jaborandi   2  ... 

Jalap   10  ... 

Lime-juice    7  ... 


Sold 

87 
0 

14 
0 
0 
0 
0 

115 
0 


16 
6 

18 
1 

429 
16 
10 
19 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
3 
18 
18 

0 
0 
0 
0 

2 
1 
8 
0 
0 
0 
7 


Offered 

Liquorice-juice   20  .. 

Mastich   5  .. 

Menthol   19  ... 

Musk- 
seed    1  .. 

Oil- 
bay    5  .. 

Chaulmoogra  ...  4  ... 

citronella    1  .., 

eucalyptus    33  ... 

lemon    4  ... 

lime  (W.I.)    1  ... 

peppermint    10  ... 

Opium  (povvd.)  lbs.  250  ... 

Orange-peel   5  ... 

Orris    45  ... 

Quillaia   25  ... 

Khatany    2  ... 

Rhubarb    8  ... 

Rose  petals    1  ... 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica   ...  10  ... 

.Lima  Jamaica  ...  17  ... 

Scammony-root  ...  112  ... 

Seedlac    54  ... 

Senna- 
Alex   54  ... 

Tinnevelly    16  ... 

Squill    5  ... 

Sticklac   10  ... 

Tamarinds  (E.I.)...  150  ... 

Tonka-beans   3  ... 

Turmeric    594  ... 

Wax  (bees') — 

Cape    4  ... 

East  Indian   42  ... 

Jamaica    8  ... 

Madagascar   20  ... 

Nyassaland    14  ... 

Zanzibar    61  ... 

Wax,  vegetable 

(Jap.)    25  ... 


Sold 

0 
2 
14 


1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 

0 
2 
0 
18 

39 
16 
0 
10 
0 
0 

564 

0 
0 
2 
20 
14 
6 


Aloes. —  Cape  was  plentifully  offered,  and  met  with  a 
good  all-round  demand  at  irregular,  but  about  4s.  per  cwt. 
lower,  prices.  Good  bright  hard  firsts  sold  at  from  42s.  to 
43s.  6d. ;  good  seconds,  slightly  dullish,  40s.  to  41s.  M. ; 
coarse  and  dull  and  drossy,  36s.  64.  to  39s.  per  cwt.  Good 
stiff  pasty  Socotrine,  in  kegs,  was  obtainable  at  70s.  per  cwt. 
Zanzibar,  in  skins  in  cases,  sold  cheaply  at  42<.  61.  to  43s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  bard  hepatic;  32s.  6/^.  to  37s.  6d.  for  fair, 
part  sof  tish  ;  and  for  8  cases  soft  a  bid  of  27s.  6d.  is  to  be 
submitted.    No  Curacao  was  offered. 

Asafetida. — Two  new  parcels  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
were  offered,  and  as  buyers  were  in  want  there  was  a  strong 
demand.  The  quality  on  the  whole  was  very  much  better 
than  has  been  seen  on  this  market  for  many  months,  and  the 
lots  which  were  sold,  realised  good  prices.  The  following 
were  some  of  the  prices  paid :  Fine  almondy  and  pinky 
block,  100s.  to  102s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  subject;  good,  part  free 
almondy  and  pinky,  90s.  to  95s.,  subject ;  good  grey,  part 
loose  almondy  block,  80s.  to  87s.  6d.,  subject;  hard,  partly 
pinky  and  "  made  up  "  block,  65s. ;  very  soft,  52s.  6d.  tieveral 
other  lots  were  afterwards  sold  privately,  and  practically 
the  two  catalogues  were  cleared. 

Balsam,  Canada. — Two  cases  of  good  bright  were  limited 
at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Steady,  but  quiet.  Eleven  cases  of  good 
almondy  Sumatra  seconds,  with  storax  flavour  and  well- 
packed,  sold  at  11.  10s.  per  cwt.,  and  a  few  cases  good  fair 
ditto,  not  quite  so  well  packed,  sold  at  from  61.  10s.  to  11. 
per  cwt.    Privately  Siam  is  scarce  and  wanted. 

Buchu. — The  s.s.  Bionolly  Castle  has  arrived  from  Cape 
Town  with  41  bales.  In  auction  prices  were  steady;  3  bales 
of  very  stalky  and  yellowish  round  leaf  sold  a.t  l\d.,  and  for 
fair  greenish  8 \d.  was  paid  ;  round  rusty  leaf  sold  at  b\d., 
and  2  bags  of  good  green  longs  sold  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  Pri- 
vately the  market  has  been  cleared  of  cheap  parcels  for  the 
United  States. 

Calumba. — Small  to  bold  fair  partly  yellowish  sorts  sold 
"  without  reserve  "  at  14s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Cantharides. — A  case  of  fair  Chinese  sold  at  Is.  Hd. 
per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — In  fair  demand  at  firm  prices  for  good  bold 
pale  Ceylon-Mysore  kinds  ;  medium  were  firm  to  an  occa- 
sional advance,  and  small  were  easier.  The  following  prices 
were  paid  :  Extra  bold  long  pale  picked,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id. ; 
bold  pale,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  5d.  ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  lOd.  to 
2s. ;  bold  dullish,  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id. ;  medium  pale,  Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  Id.  ;  dull  to  dullish,  Wd.  to  Is. ;  small  pale,  9d.  to  10%d.  ; 
small  dull,  Id.  to  8kd. ;  peas,  8d. ;  pickings,  bold  palish  open, 
Is.  to  Is.  2d. ;  brown  split  and  pickings,  6|rZ.  to  l\d.  per  lb. 
Seeds  were  barely  steady,  selling  at  from  lid.  to  ll^d.  per  lb. 
For  7  cases  good  bold  native  wild  Is.  9d.  was  wanted. 

Coca-leaves. — Ten  bales  of  fair  greenish,  part  very 
broken  Truxillo,  9hl.  to  IQd.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Colocynth. — Firm.  For  good  pale  small  to  bold  Turkey 
apple  Is.  Hd.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  was  paid,  and  fair  brought 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.,  and  brownish,  Is.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  Sixteen 
cases  of  Spanish  were  offered,  and  for  fair  pale  but  very 
seedy  Is.  M.  was  wanted,  a  bid  of  Is.  being  refused. 

Elemi. — The  large  arrivals  have  depressed  the  market, 
and  buyers'  ideas  of  values  were  pitched  in  a  low  key  ;  38s. 
per  cwt  would  have  bought  fair  palish  gum. 

Ergot. — Extra  bold  sound  Spanish  sold  at  from  Is.  Qcl.  to 
Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Fennel-seed. — Fine  Galician  seed  was  bought  in  at  35s. 
per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — A  parcel  of  18  barrels  from  San  Domingo 
sold  at  rather  lower  prices,  although  quality  all  round  was 
below  the  average.  Fair  glassy  block,  slightly  drossy,  sold 
at  9hd.  ■  ditto,  more  drossy,  8±d  to  8$d.  ;  and  common,  very 
drossy,  Tjd.  per  lb. 

Gum  Bdellium. — Six  barrels,  catalogued  as  "myrrh," 
were  sold  at  72s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — No  Jamaica  was  offered.  Fair  red  liquid 
South  American  from  Buenos  Ayres  in  cases  was  bought  in 
at  33s.  per  cwt.,  31s.  being  wanted,  at  which  figure  the 
broker  intimated  sales  had  been  made. 
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Ipecacuanha.— Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  was  about  steady 
compared  with  the  previous  auction,  a  few  bales  selling  at 
5s.  per  lb.  for  fair,  little  wiry.  Seven  bales  of  this  descrip- 
tion were  catalogued  "  without  reserve,  for  account  of  whom 
it  may  concern,  and  all  more  or  less  scented  with  disinfectant." 
They  mostly  consisted  of  good  plump  native-picked  root, 
and  they  sold  cheaply  at  from  4s.  6d.  to  4s.  Id.  per  lb.  For 
ten  bales  of  fair  to  good  native-picked  Rio  (Minas)  5s.  6d. 
per  lb.  was  wanted,  importers  having  raised  their  limits ; 
and  another  lot  of  3  bales  was  passed  over  without  a  price 
being  mentioned.  Of  Cartagena  8  bales  were  offered,  of 
which  two  were  sold  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  fair  greyish,  being 
steady  ;  and  a  small  barrel  of  good  grey  sold  at  4s.  4(Z., 
subject.  A  bale  of  good  Johore  sold  without  reserve  at 
4s.  lid. 

Jalap. — Rather  easier,  ten  bags  of  fair,  small  to  bold, 
part  wormy,  selling  at  5d.  per  lb. 

Limb-juice. — Six  hhds.  of  Dominican  unworked  sold  at 
10^d.  per  gal.,  and  one  cask  of  W.  I.  Concentrated  (with 
analysis),  sold  at  121.  10s.  per  108  gallons. 

Mastich. — For  fair  pale  tear  a  bid  of  Is.  4fZ.  per  lb.  is  to 
be  submitted  for  2  cases. 

Menthol. — In  auction  ten  cases  of  Kobayashi  crystals 
sold  "  without  reserve"  at  from  16s.  6d.  to  16s.  9d.  per  lb., 
being  from  9d.  to  Is.  easier  compared  with  the  prices  asked 
privately.  Another  four  cases  catalogued  for  auction  had 
been  sold  privately,  the  price  not  transpiring,  and  five  other 
cases  of  Kobayashi  crystals  were  limited  at  17s.,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  anything  can  now  be  had  under  this  price. 

Musk- seed. — An  odd  box  from  Grenada  sold  at  9d. 
per  lb. 

Oils,  Essential. — Four  quarter-cases  of  "  Giov.  Ham- 
nett's  "  Lemon  oil  were  held  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  Twenty  cases 
of  oil  of  Eucalyptus  containing  65  to  70  per  cent.  cineol(B.P.) 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  A  case  of  West  Indian  dis- 
tilled Lime  oil,  all  that  offered,  was  sold  at  Is.  3d.  Bay  oil 
(5  cases)  from  Tobago  were  offered  without  reserve,  and  with 
all,  faults,  but  as  there  was  no  competition  only  one  case 
was  disposed  of  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Three  cases  of  so-called 
Wayne-County  peppermint  oil  sold  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quillaia. — For  25  bales  a  bid  of  2 Is.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  to 
be  submitted,  quality  subject  to  buyer's  approval. 

Rhatany. — Two  bales  of  rather  chumpy  Peruvian  sold  at 
6\d.  per  lb.,  subject. 

Rhubarb. — Only  high-dried  was  offered,  of  which  two 
cases  sold  at  11  ^d.  per  lb.  for  good  flat  of  mixed  sizes  with 
even  pinky  fracture. 

Rose-petals. — For  a  bale  of  good  French  of  1903  crop 
2s.  per  lb.  was  asked. 

Sarsaparilla. — Lima-Jamaica  was  the  only  description 
offered,  and  lid.  per  lb.  was  wanted  for  the  sound,  which, 
however,  was  mostly  coarse.  Ten  bales  of  grey  Jamaica  had 
not  arrived  in  time. 

Scammony-root  was  obtainable  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Seedlac. — Small  and  dusty  native  Madras  sold  at  from 
11.  5s.  to  11.  10s ,  and  blocky  6/.  5s.  to  67.  10s.,  per  cwt. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  was  in  demand,  39  pacuages  selling 
at  4f d.  to  5d.  per  lb.  for  good  whole  greenish  leaf,  2|«.  for 
fair  broken  leaf,  and  lfd.  per  lb.,  subject,  for  sif tings.  Pale 
pods  sold  at  5fc7.  for  sound.  Tinnevelly  was  represented  by 
16  bales  only,  which  sold  at  Z\d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  small 
yellowish. 

Squills. — Good  pale  were  bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb. 
Sticklac. — Ten  tags  of  lean  and  woody  Madras  sold  at 
70s.  per  cwt. 

Tamarinds. — Fair  black  pasty  Calcutta  were  held  at 
10s.  per  cwt.,  and  common  dry  stony  were  bought  in  at 
9s.  6d.    W.I.  were  not  offered. 

Tonka  Beans. — Good  frosted  Angosturas  were  limited  at 
2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees.— Jamaica  showed  no  material  alteration,  good 
red  to  brown  selling  at  11.  5s.  for  two  packages.  The 
supplies  were  quite  unimportant.    Madagascar  (20)  sold  at 


11.  15s.  for  good  brown  block,  67.  10s.  for  good  yellow  and 
brown  part  slightly  foul,  and  61.  5s.  for  inferior  wormy. 
Two  cases  Zanzibar,  of  fair  but  mixed  quality,  sold  at  61.  15s. 
per  cwt.,  and  four  bags  of  mixed  dark  grey  and  brown  at 
61.  Is.  6d.  Fourteen  bags  Nyassaland  brought  from  5/.  to 
hi.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fairly  good  and  satisfactory  all-round  demand  in  the 
heavy-chemical  market  for  all  main  products,  whilst  values  keep 
steady  and  are  generally  well  maintained. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  maintains  a  firm  tone  and  very 
moderate  sales  have  been  made.  Beckton,  13?. ;  Beckton  terms, 
12?.  17s.  6(7.  ;  London,  12?.  17s.  6(7. ;  Leith,  12?.  17s.  6(7.  :  and  Hull, 
12?.  15s.  to  12?.  16s.  id. 

Green  Copperas  is  in  better  demand  than  of  late  but  without 
alteration  in  values.  Best  Lancashire  makes,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  Welsh,  lis.  to  12s.  per  ton  in  bulk, 
free  on  rails. 

Zinc  Salts  in  average  consumptive  request.  Zinc-sulphate 
crystals,  6?.  to  6?.  10s.  per  ton.  Zinc-chloride  solution,  100°  Tw., 
6?.  10s.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton. 

Satinite  in  good  all-round  demand,  both  on  home  and  export 
account,  at  62s.  6(7.  to  65s.  per  ton  in  ordinary  casks,  free  on  rails, 
or  free  on  board  Liverpool. 

Barium  Products  show  little  change  from  recent  reports,  but 
if  anything  demand  is  perhaps  rather  heavier  again.  Blanc  fixe 
pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in  paste  form,  5?.  15s.  to 
6?.  5s.  per  ton  in  8-9-cwt.  casks.  Chloride  of  barium  moving  well, 
ordinary  refined  crystals,  5?.  17s.  6 J.  to  6?.  7s.  6(7.  per  ton,  ex- 
stock  in  large  casks ;  and  in  bags,  5?.  12s.  6(7.  to  6?.  2s.  6(7.  per 
ton.  Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  in  increased  request 
at  prices  varying  from  40s.  to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality, 
quantity,  and  package.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined  70  to 
75  per  cent.,  4?.  5s.  to  4?.  15s.  per  ton  m  6-7|  cwt.  casks. 
Hydrate  of  baryta,  best  crystals,  13?.  10s.  to  14?.  per  ten  in 
6-7- cwt.  casks.  Nitrate  of  baryta  is  only  moving  slowly,  crystals 
16?.  to  16?.  10s.  per  ton,  and  powdered  16?.  5s.  to  16?.  15s.  per  ton, 
in  usual  casks. 

The  Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  January  20. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Some  makers  have  advanced  their  price  to 
13<?.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  and  13^(7.  for  guaranteed  free  from  lead. 

Balsam  Copaiba  (Maranham).  — Stocks  in  first  hands  have 
been  entirely  cleared  at  Is.  7(7.  to  Is.  7|(7.  per  lb. 

Castor  Oil. -There  is  only  a  retail  inquiry  going  on  for  spot- 
parcels,  and  sellers  are  again  offering  good  seconds  Calcutta  at 
'iHl  to  2TV?.,  whilst  for  first- pressure  French  the  quotation 
is' maintained  at  2|c?.,  and  for  second  pressure  French  at  2J(7. 

^Chillies  (Sierra  Leone).— Fifty-seven  bags  have  been  sold 
from  the  quay  at  42s.  6i.  per  cwt.  . 

Cumin-seed.— The  market  is  absolutely  bare,  and  importers 
find  a  difficulty  in  getting  further  supplies. 

Fennel-seed— Prices  are  firmly  maintained  at  from  los.  to- 
15s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  . 

Irish  Moss.-In  the  absencs  of  further  arrivals  prices  are 
well  maintained  at  recent  quotations. 

Resin  —Reports  to  hand  indicate  that  American  is  held  very 
firmly,  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  shortage  during  the  next 
few  months.  ,  , 

Sulphate  of  Copper.— Very  firm  and  m  good  demand,  at 
21?.  5s.  per  ton  for  prompt  and  21?.  10s.  per  ton  for  early 
clolivcrv 

Wax,  Bees'. -Small  sales  of  Chilian  have  taken  place  at  from 
6?.  15s.  to  77.  7s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Honey.— Sales  of  Californian  have  been  made  at  4Us.  per  cwt. 

Wax  Carnauea.— Forty-three  bags  grey  have  changed  hands 
at  92s.  6(7.  and  95s.  to  97s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  is  now  wanted  for  this 
quality. 


The  output  of  quicksilver  in  Austria  during  1902  amounted  to 
511  tons,  against  525  tons  in  1901. 

German  Potash  Syndicate— After  negotiations  extending 
over  several  months  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  prolongation 
of  the  German  Potash  Syndicate,  the  members  assembled  m 
conference  in  Berlin  on  Monday,  but  the  proceedings  were  of 
such  an  animated  character  that  the  meeting  terminated  without 
any  result  and  without  any  prospect  of  speedy  resumption.  The 
financial  Qifficulty  in  the  way  of  arriving  at  an  understanding 
lies  in  the  settlement  of  the  allotment  claims  of  the  new  or 
recently  opened  works,  but  five  of  the  leading  firms  have  decided 
not  to  make  any  concessions  to  the  former,  although  the  fiscal 
potash-mining  authorities  are  prepared  to  do  so. 
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£tampet>*mefcicme  IRotes, 


Headache  Cologne. 

A  few  years  ago  we  printed  a  formula  for  mentholised  eau 
de  Cologne,  which  has  since  been  largely  used  by  chemists 
throughout  the  country,  the  preparation  being  sold  as 
"  Headache  Cologne."  A  subscriber  who  asked  his  local 
Inland  Kevenue  supervisor  how  this  is  related  to  the  exemp- 
tion as  to  eau  de  Cologne,  has  received  the  following  letter 
in  reply: 

»■  Sib,— I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue  to 
acquaint  you  that  mixtures  of  eau  de  Cologne  with  other  in- 
gredients do  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  eau  de  Cologne 
sold  without  any  admixture. 

t>The  preparation  in  question  is,  therefore,  liable  to  medicine 
stamp-duty.  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Stirling, 

November  25,  1903.  Supervisor  Perth,  1st  Dist. 

This  was  to  be  expected.  The  formula  for  the  preparation 
is  in  the  C.  D.  Diary,  1904,  under  "  Headache-paint,"  and 
in  the  supplementary  volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " 
the  synonym  "  Headache  Cologne  "  is  added.  The  reference 
"  Prepared  according  to  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  '  "  on 
the  label  will,  therefore,  cover  sales  of  the  unstamped  article 
by  registered  chemists.  The  following  is  suitable  wording 
for  an  alternative  label : 

Mentholised  Cologne. 

A  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  for  head- 
aches, combining  the  refreshing  properties  of  eau  de 
Cologne  and  the  analgesic  influence  of  menthol. 

Not=liable  Labels. 

Vrhe  following  labels  have  been  marked  "  Not  liable  to 
duty  "  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  : 

Eau  Dentifrice. 

Antiseptic  Mouth-wash. 

Cleanses  the  teeth,  arrests  decay,  hardens  the  gums, 
sweetens  the  breath,  and  imparts  a  sensation  of  absolute 
freshness  and  purity  to  the  palate. 

Directions  for  Use :  Half  a  teaspoonful  in  half  a 
tumbler  of  water  for  use  with  the  toothbrush,  or  as  a 
pleasant  antiseptic  mouth-wash. 

Aromatic  Essence  of  Senna-podSi 
A  bland  laxative. 

This  preparation  is  a  reliable  and  active  aperient,  slower 
in  action  than  a  preparation  of  the  leaves,  but  equally 
certain,  and  having  the  great  advantage  of  not  causing 
griping  and  flatulence.    See  "Lancet,"  July  27, 1839. 

Administered  regularly  for  several  nights  in  cases  of 
intestinal  torpor  it  cleanses  the  tongue,  increases  the 
appetite  and  digestion,  and  promotes  natural  evacuations 
of  the  bowels,  so  that  the  quantity  taken  requires  to  be 
decreased,  and  eventually  it  can  be  dispensed  with.  Its 
freedom  from  disagreeable  taste  is  a  strong  point  in  its 
favour. 

Dose :  One  or  two  teaspoonf  uls  for  an  adult ;  half  a 
teaspoonful  for  a  child. 

Blaud's  Pills,  B.P. 

The  first  two  of  these  are  pretty  liberal  interpretations. 
It  should  particularly  be  noted  that  "  arrests  decay  "  is  not 
a  dutiable  description. 

Two  Interesting  Labels 

were  amongst  others  recently  submitted  to  us,  and  we 
marked  them  "Submit  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  Somerset  House,  London."  The  essential  wording 
was  as  follows  : 

E.  P.  Tooth-paste. 

Antiseptic,  pleasant  to  use,  most  efficacious  in  cleaning 
the  teeth,  and  preserving  the  gums  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. 

Directions. — Remove  the  cap,  and  press  a  small 
quantity  on  to  a  wetted  brush. 


Fragant  P  :  A  Dentifrice,  Gum-lotion, 

and  Mouth-wash. 

This  preparation  will  be  found  invaluable  in  cases 
where  the  gums  are  spongy,  tender,  or  disposed  to  recede 
from  the  teeth. 

From  its  astringent  and  antiseptic  properties,  it  firms 
and  soothes  the  gums,  and  preserves  the  teeth. 

It  is  pleasant  to  use,  and  leaves  a  peculiarly  refreshing 
feeling  in  the  mouth. 

Directions.  —  To  be  used  once  or  twice  daily.  Half  a 
teaspoonful  in  a  wineglas9f ul  of  water  to  riDse  the  mouth, 
or  a  few  drops  applied  on  a  wetted  toothbrush. 

Oar  correspondent  has  been  officially  informed  that  these 
are  "  not  liable,  as  far  as  the  terms  of  the  label  incur 
liability."  From  this  we  have  the  interesting  deduction 
that  a  gum-lotion  or  a  tooth-paste  which  is  antiseptic  is  not 
liable,  but,  as  stated  recently,  "antiseptic  throat -pastilles  " 
is  a  dutiable  title.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  spongy  gums 
are  not  an  ailment.  "  Tender  feet "  the  Board  have  not 
regarded  as  an  ailment,  and  the  same  applies  to  tender  gums. 

Label -marking. 

A  subscriber  (9/18)  sends  us  some  labels  which  he  has 
already  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 
Amongst  them  are  three  for  preparations  made  according  to 
formulas  in  the  C.  <$'  D.  Diary,  1904,  the  numbers  being 
stated  in  each  case.  These  were  not  marked  by  the  Board, 
and  the  covering-letter,  by  the  Assistant-Secretary,  said  : 

As  regards  the  unmarked  labels  I  am  to  state  that  liability  is 
incurred  unless  the  preparations  fall  within  the  exemption  in 
favour  of  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies,"  and  on  this 
point  the  Board  are  not  prepared  to  advise  you. 

Our  correspondent  thinks  this  very  puzzling,  and  adds, 
"Comment  is  superfluous."  He  has  apparently  forgotten 
that  months  ago  the  Board  intimated  that  they  would  not 
express  an  opinion  upon  labels  for  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedies.  The  Assistant-Secretary's  letter  is  a 
polite  repetition  of  the  statement.  We  think  some  chemists 
are  very  thoughtless  in  these  matters.  In  Exemption  3  they 
have  a  sure  foothold  (at  present),  and  to  ask  the  Board 
about  it  since  the  conditions  of  exemption  have  been 
declared  is  like  A  asking  B  whether  he  (A)  is  standing  on 
his  feet  or  his  head.  The  registration  of  the  chemist 
ensures  him  of  the  exemption,  and  if  he  states  on  his  labels 
that  an  exempted  preparation  is  made  according  to  a  stated 
published  formula  the  exemption  is  secured  on  the  lines 
laid  down  by  the  Board  itself.  We  advise  our  subscribers 
to  do  this  and  not  worry  more  about  it. 

Dispatched. 

We  are  glad  to  have  the  assurance  of  the  "  Edinburgh 
Evening  Dispatch"  that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is 
"  not  a  comic  paper  generally."  The  occasion  of  this  remark 
was  a  note  in  the  C.  <5'  D .  of  January  2  about  our  contem- 
porary's interpretation  of  stamped-medicine  matters.  The 
"  Dispatch  "  assured  its  readers  on  January  18  that  it  culled 
its  wisdom  from  the  0.  $'  D.  Diary.    It  says  : 

The  publication  referred  to  has  what  it  styles  a  "  List  of  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas,"  in  which  an  "asterisk"  denotes  that  the 
title  of  the  formula  given  is  "  not  dutiable."  In  this  "  list  "  we  find 
no  "  asterisk  "  at  the  titles  "Antibilious  pills,"  "  Liver-cleanser," 
"  Liver  and  Indigestion  Mixture,"  and  "  Nervine  Tonic,"  the  list 
declaring  that  such  formuUe  are  taxable  ;  but  we  find  at  the  titles 
"Liver  and  Antibilious  Pills,"  "  Liver- mixture,"  "Liver  and 
Aperient  Syrup,"  and  "  Nerve-tonic,"  an  "  asterisk,"  showing  that 
they  are  not  taxable.    So  that  our  statement  is  perfectly  correct. 

But  this  is  not  all.  In  the  same  number  of  this  humorous 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  on  page  36,  we  are  informed  that  "  Sugar 
Worm-cakes,"  and  "  Chocolate  Worm-cakes  "  are  "not  liable  to 
duty  according  to  labels,"  while  on  page  562a  of  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary  it  is  sapientl)  pointed  out  that  "  Worm- 
cakes  "  especially  "  Gingerbread  Worm-cakes,"  are  liable  to  duty. 

We  leave  it  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  to  explain  the  dif- 
ference between  "  Chocolate  and  Sugar  Worm-cakes  "  (nontaxable) 
and  "  Gingerbread  Worm-cakes  "  (taxable  I,  as  it  is  beyond  our  com- 
prehension. 

Neatly  hit,  0  Edinburgh  confrere !  We  plead  guilty  to 
an  asterisk  being  placed  at  "  liver  and  antibilious  pills  "  in 
error,  but  this  is  the  extent  of  our  offence.  We  said  on 
page  36  that  worms  are  an  ailment,  and  not  a  part  or  organ 
of  tbe  body.  We  frankly  admit,  however,  that  there  is  a 
species  that  turneth,  of  which  the  "  Dispatch "  is  a  worthy 
example. 
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Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

{From  our  own  Correspondents.) 

Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Ehodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  Kiver  Colony. 


Laudanum-poisoning. —Mr.  Geo.  F.  Carr,  lately  a  tea- 
mercbant  in  Cape  Town,  died  at  Durban  on  December  20 
from  poisoniDg.  Mr.  Carr  appears  to  have  got  up  durirjg  the 
night  and  inadvertently  swallowed  the  contents  of  a  bottle 
of  laudanum  he  had  near  his  bedside. 

Transvaal  Items. — The  business  of  Mr.  H.  Roller,  at  the 
corner  of  Maddison  and  Marshall  Streets,  Jeppes  Town,  has 
been  taken  over  by  Mr.  W.  Eawlinson,  lately  manager  of 
Mr.  Roller's  Belgravia  establishment. — Petitions  are  being 
signed  throughout  Johannesburg  praying  the  Legislative 
Council  to  legislate  in  favour  of  the  importation  of  coloured 
unskilled  labour  from  abroad. — The  Christmas  holidays 
passed  off  very  quietly  here  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money 
and  general  depression. 


East  3noian  Bews. 


The  English  Drug  Company  have  removed  their  busi- 
ness-premises to  173  Popham's  Broadway,  Madras. 

Asbestos  in  promising  quantities  has  been  discovered  by 
the  Mysore  Geological  Department  in  the  vicinity  of  Avan- 
halli,  in  the  BaDgalore  district. 

Ceylon  and  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition.— Over  one 
hundred  and  thirty  Ceylon  firms  are  to  take  part  in  the  St. 
Louis  Exhibition,  the  list  of  products  to  be  exhibited  being 
a  comprehensive  one,  including  full  lines  of  the  essential  oils 
of  citronella  and  cinnamon. 

Suicide  with  Morphine. — A  Royal  Indian  Marine  officer, 
named  William  Moore,  died  at  Bombay  on  December  29 
from  morphine-poisoning.  The  jury,  at  the  inquest,  returned 
a  verdict  of  suicide.  The  deceased  had  been  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  with  the  Viceroy. 

Cassava-poisoning.— Recently}  at  Matale,  Ceylon,  a 
woman  and  three  of  her  children  returning  from  a  bath 
partook  of  some  boiled  manioc  yam  (cassava).  They  wera 
taken  ill  in  the  night,  and  while  the  husband  was  away 
obtaining  medical  aid  the  woman  died.  The  tbree  children, 
who  were  in  a  comatose  state,  yielded  to  treatment  and 
recovered. 

Personal. — Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  Messrs.  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.'s  Indian  representative,  was  present  at  His 
Excellency  Lord  Lamington's  first  levee,  held  on  December  22. 
— Mrs.  and  Mr.  Frank  Bliss,  of  Simla,  sailed  from  Colombo 
the  last  week  in  December  en  route  for  Australia,  where  they 
purpose  visiting  all  the  principal  cities,  returning  to  India 
in  March,  in  time  for  the  Simla  season. 

Milk- powder — To  convert  milk  into  milk-powder  is  the 
latest  suggestion  put  forward  for  the  attention  of  the 
Government  of  India  at  their  dairy-farms  throughout  the 
country.  It  is  urged  that  by  doing  this  the  Government  will 
be  provided  with  an  army-ration  of  the  first  importance  in  a 
portable,  wholesome  form.  The  great  agricultural  population 
should  also  be  shown  a  way  to  turn  surplus  milk  into  a 
valuable  aid  to  income. 

The  War-scare  in  the  Far  East  has  not  been  without 
its  effect  on  Japanese  trade  with  Calcutta.  One  result  of 
the  belief,  universal  in  mercantile  circles,  that  hostilities  are 
bound  to  take  place  sooner  or  later  has  been  the  flow  of 
Japanese  goods  into  Calcutta,  with  the  effect  that  the  market 
has  become  glutted  and  prices  have  gone  down  considerably. 
Amongst  the  commodities  coming  under  this  heading  are 
copper,  sulphur,  and  camphor. 


Colonial  anf>  jforetgn  Bewe. 


Picric-acid  Explosion.  —  Professor  Rodella,  a  well- 
known  Italian  scientist,  was  killed  in  a  laboratory  at  Novara 
last  week.  He  was  about  to  use  some  picric  acid  when  the 
bottle  containing  it  burst,  and  he  was  killed. 

A  Medical  Centenary. — The  "Novoe  Vremya"  says 
that  one  hundred  years  ago,  on  3L  December,  1803,  the 
Emperor  Alexander  I.  issued  a  ukase  founding  the  Medical 
Council,  and  the  centenary  of  the  event  will  be  celebrated  on 
April  9,  1904. 

The  Lady  Dispenser.— The  "  Bollettino  Chimico  Far- 
maceutico  "  relates  the  story  of  a  chemist's  wife  at  Vigevano, 
Italy,  who,  in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  made  up  a 
prescription  of  30  grams  of  tartar  emetic  for  a  sick  cow. 
She  was  tried  before  the  Courts  for  this  unauthorised  act, 
and  had  to  pay  a  penalty  of  83  lire. 

Limiting  Apprentices  in  Finland.— The  Pharmaceutical 
Union  of  Finland  propose  that  only  one  apprentice  be 
allowed  in  each  pharmacy,  subject,  however,  to  the  condition 
that  when  the  staff  is  four  a  second  apprentice  may  be  en- 
gaged, and  when  the  staff  is  nine  a  third  apprentice  may  be 
taken ;  no  apprentices  to  be  allowed  at  branch  establish- 
ments. 

Atropine  Internally.— From  Teheran  comes  a  news- 
paper story  of  the  Shah.  He  had  been  slightly  indisposed, 
and  his  Persian  body-physician  prescribed  some  medicine 
for  him  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  taken  a  dose  than  symptoms 
of  poisoning  appeared.  The  Persian  doctor  and  Sir  Hugh 
Adcock,  the  Shah's  English  physician,  both  tasted  the 
medicine,  and  experienced  similar  symptoms,  and  the  doctor 
attached  to  the  French  Embassy  then  found  strong  traces  of 
atropine.  Either  the  Court  chemist  had  not  made  up  the 
prescription  properly,  or,  it  is  suggested,  the  medicine  had 
been  changed  on  its  way  to  the  palace. 

Amateur  Druggists  in  Russia. — Dr.  Lewin  writes  a 
long  indictment  in  the  "  Novostei  "  on  the  ignorance  of  the 
assistants  in  the  apothecaries'  stores  in  the  Vilensk  province, 
for  consideration  at  the  Medical  Congress  at  Minsk.  Most 
of  the  assistants  at  these  stores  are,  he  says,  devoid  of  all 
qualification,  are  ignorant,  and  almost  illiterate.  Although 
they  know  nothing  of  chemistry,  they  make  up  the  most 
intricate  doctors'  prescriptions.  The  peasants  think  that 
these  shops  are  dispensaries,  and  when  they  go  to  them  with 
their  prescriptions  they  are  not  refused  service.  Conse- 
quently, poisoning-cases  are  frequent. 

A  Cinchona-mixture. — Dr.  Braun,  of  Moscow,  prescribed 
arsenic  with  infusion  of  cinchona  and  a  chemist  supplied  the 
medicine.  In  a  short  time  there  was  cloudiness  in  the 
bottle,  and  the  doctor  called  on  the  chemist  with  the 
"phenomenon,"  stating  that  there  had  been  a  dispensing- 
error.  The  chemist  maintained  that  the  cloudiness  was 
natural  to  the  mixture.  This  led  to  an  exchange  of  words, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  chemislj  learned  that  he  was  "  not 
a  chemist,  but  a  cobbler.''  In  the  court  where  he  sought 
redress  a  similar  mixture  from  another  chemist  also  showed 
cloudiness,  and  the  Court  held  that  "  to  be  called  a  cobbler 
is  in  itself  no  dishonour,  but  it  was  meant  as  such  in  this 
case,"  so  fined  Dr.  Braun  51. 

New  Zealand  "  Preference." — The  current  issue  of  the 
"  Board  of  Trade  Journal "  contains  a  copy  of  the  New 
Zealand  "  Preferential  and  Reciprocal  Trade  Act,  1903," 
which  provides  for  the  preferential  treatment  of  British 
goods.  The  Act  sets  out  three  schedules  of  goods  affected. 
In  schedule  ii.  is  cream  of  tartar,  the  duty  on  the  foreign 
imports  of  which  is  to  be  half  as  much  again  as  on  British 
make.  The  present  duty  is  Id.  per  lb.,  so  that  foreign  make 
will  pay  l^d.  Schedule  iii.  places  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
on  foreign  surgical  and  dental  instruments  and  appliances, 
which  were  formerly  free  of  duty  when  from  countries 
outside  the  British  Empire.  In  order  that  British  makers 
may  obtain  the  preference  all  invoices  for  goods  mentioned 
in  the  three  schedules,  imported  after  June  30,  1904,  must 
have  on  them  a  certificate  that  they  are  band-fide  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  some  part  of  the  British  dominions. 
In  the  absence  of  such  certificate  the  duty  authorised  by  the 
Budget  Act  will  be  payable. 
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association  Hffafrs. 


Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was 
held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  January  27.  Mr.  Jabez  A. 
Jones  presided,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Gerhold,  the  retiring  Hon.  Secretary,  read  the  report  of 
the  committee,  which  stated  that  the  Association  had  made 
further  progress,  and  was  now  firmly  established.  Reference 
was  also  made  to  the  petition  sent  by  the  Association  to  the 
proprietary-article  manufacturers. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  having  been  adopted,  the 
Chairman,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  that  with 
regard  to  poisons  they  did  not  suffer  so  much  from  their 
sale  by  other  tradesmen  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  question  was  one,  however,  which  would  require  their 
closest  attention  in  order  that  their  interests  might  not  be 
jeopardised.  In  reference  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  he  was  glad  to  notice  that  the  prosecutions  during  the 
past  twelve  months  had  not  been  of  quite  so  irritating  a 
Eature  as  they  or  ce  threatened  to  be.  By  the  aid  of  their 
local  Association  he  thought  they  would  be  in  a  position  to 
save  their  members  from  vexation. 

Mr.  Jones  then  vacated  the  chair  in  favour  of  Mr.  D. 
Anthony,  the  newly  elected  President,  who  delivered  his 
address.  After  thanking  the  members  for  the  honour  they 
had  conferred  upon  him,  he  delivered  an  address  on 

The  French  Pharmacien  as  Contrasted  with 
the  British  Pharmacist. 

In  his  address  Mr.  Anthony  sketched  the  career  of  an 
aspirant  to  pharmacy  from  the  time  he  passes  his  Preliminary 
to  such  time  as  he  takes  his  degree.  The  speaker  com- 
mented on  the  sound  education  which  the  French  pharmacien 
receives,  and  laid  the  pharmacien  is  the  sole  dispenser  of 
medicine,  the  law  demanding  that  he  should  devote  his 
attention  to  pharmacy,  the  physician's  sphere  in  like  manner 
being  restricted  to  prescribing.  A  pharmacy  in  France  is  in 
every  respect  a  dispensing  establishment,  where  dispensing 
only  is  carried  on.  Side-lines  do  not  exist;  not  even  a 
piece  of  sponge  or  a  bottle  of  eau-de-Cologne  is  to  be  seen. 
The  pharmacy  is  very  neatly  but  not  elaborately  fitted,  every 
bottle  having  a  neat  enamelled  cap  which  gives  the  place  an 
artistic  appearance.  This  plan  of  covering  the  stopper  and 
neck  of  the  bottle  is  to  be  commended,  because  dust  is 
entirely,  excluded,  thus  preventing  the  usual  accumulation 
which  often  contaminates  the  contents  of  the  shop-bottles 
in  this  country.  Both  cap  and  stopper  can  be  easily 
held  in  one  hand,  which  does  away  with  any 
inconvenience,  while  despatch  is  practically  the  same. 
The  patent-medicioe  stamp  is  unknown  in  France.  Prac- 
tically every  medicinal  preparation  is  compounded  by  the 
pharmacien,  who  brings  the  same  under  the  notice  of  the 
physician  who  prescribes  it  in  the  original  packages,  thus 
saving  the  trouble  of  re-labelling,  for  the  instructions  are 
given  fully  in  the  prescription.  Prescriptions  in  France  are 
written  in  the  language  of  the  country  ;  even  the  ingredients 
are  in  French  ;  the  dispenser  has  nothing  t  >  do  but  to  label 
the  contents  "Mixture"  or  "Pills,"  as  the  case  may  be 
adding  the  respective  number,  thus :  "Mixture,  according  to 
Fot  mula  No.  1.260."  This  Mr.  Anthony  considered  a  great 
advantage  over  the  Erglish  system,  seeing  that  no  blame 
can  be  attached  to  the  dispenser  for  giving  the  wrong  direc- 
tions. Branch  establishments  do  not  exist  in  France.  The 
name  of  the  person  in  charge  must  appear  as  proprietor. 

The  President  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Jabez  A. 
Jones  for  bis  services  in  the  chair  during  the  past  year, 
which  was  carried,  and  suitably  acknowledged. 

Mr.  A.  Hagon  said  the  picture  that  the  President  had 
drawn  of  the  state  of  things  existing  in  France  was  a 
pleasant  one,  and  hs  wished  it  were  possible  that  such  a 
condition  of  things  cou'd  obtain  in  this  land.  Side-lines 
had  been  somewhat  scornfully  touched  upon  by  Mr.  Anthony, 
but  in  his  (Mr.  Hagon's)  opinion  they  were  es-ential  to  their 
living.  Personally,  hs  welcomed  them,  especially  when  pro- 
fitable.   (Hear,  hear,) 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  interesting  paper 
was  carried  unanimously. 


THE  DINNER 

afterwards  took  place  in  one  of  the  reception-rooms  of  the 
hotel.  Mr.  D.  Anthony  presided,  and  he  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Jones,  A.  Hagon,  Blake  Benjamin,  R.  Mnmford 
Matthews  (Bristol),  Hill  (Bristol),  &c.  After  the  loyal  toast, 
Mr.  A.  Hagon  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and 
referred  to  the  financial  state  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  He 
made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  members  for  subscriptions, 
and  21.  13s.  Q\d.  was  subscribed  in  the  room.  Mr.  W.  R. 
Hopkins,  of  Barry,  in  responding,  referred  to  some  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Society.  He  mentioned  particularly  its 
educational  teachers,  who,  he  said,  compared  well  with  those 
of  any  similar  institution  in  the  Kingdom.  Two  out  of  their 
three  professors  were  doctors  of  science,  which  showed  how 
anxious  the  Society  was  to  put  students  under  the  best 
training.  So  greatly  had  this  desire  been  carried  out  that 
the  Society  had  forgotten  their  commercial  safeguards.  He 
alluded  to  the  remissness  in  the  framirjg  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  which  allowed  so  many  incompetent  men  to  get  into 
their  craft  and  depress  their  business,  and  urged  that  it  was 
not  too  late  for  them  to  remedy  this  defect.  Dr.  Griffiths 
proposed  "The  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association,'  to 
which  the  President  replied.  Other  toasts  were  "The 
Retiring  President  and  his  Officers,"  "  The  Medical  Pro- 
fession," and  "  The  Visitors."  During  the  evening  a  grama- 
phone,  lent  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Duck,  rendered  a  number  of 
selections,  and  an  excellent  musical  programme  was  gone 
through. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was 
held  at  the  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on 
January  27,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  W.  Duff)  presiding.  There 
was  an  attendance  of  fifteen  members. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  Hewitt)  presented  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  showed  that  the  receipts  were  19/.  19s.  2d.,  while 
the  disbursements  amounted  to  18/.  3s.  Qd.,  leaving  a  balance 
in  hand  of  11.  5s.  lOd.  The  small  balance,  he  thought,  was 
not  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Noad  Clark  thought  it  was  not  so  bad  as  it  appeared, 
as  the  rooms  were  paid  for  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Leadbeater)  presented  the  report  of 
the  past  year's  work.  The  principal  points  were  as  follows.  A 
discussion  had  taken  place  as  to  the  advisability  of  adopting 
the  title  "dispensing  chemist"  by  public  dispensers — a  title 
which  the  Council  hoped  would  soon  be  u;ed  officially. 
A  matter  for  congratulation  was  the  successful  result 
of  the  representation  to  the  Home  Secretary  regarding 
the  increase  of  remuneration  to  dispensers  in  H.M.  prisons. 
The  suggested  alteration  in  the  preamble  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  so  as  to  secure  that  only  registered  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  allowed  to  hold  the  office 
of  dispensing  chemist  in  public  institutions  had  also  received 
attention  from  the  Council,  and  when  the  new  Pharmacy 
Bill  was  introduced  further  action  would  be  taken.  A  sub- 
committee to  secure  that  Poor-law  dispensers  and  phar- 
macists in  hospitals  should  be  welded  into  one  representative 
association  had  been  formed,  but  nothing  final  had  been 
arrived  at.  Another  sub-committee  for  making  a  register 
of  dispensers  in  public  institutions  had  been  formed,  but 
it  had  not  yet  concluded  its  work.  The  papers  and  demon- 
strations by  members  d  uring  the  past  year  had  been  eminently 
successful.  The  Association  had  sustained  the  severe  loss 
of  the  services  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Samuel  as  Secretary.  The 
membership  stood  as  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  ;  and  the 
Council  wished  to" express  its  indebtedness  to  Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris,  the  President  of  the  Association. 

New  Officers. 

Mr.  Duff  read  a  letter  which  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Idris  regretting  that  the  many  calls  upon  his  time  would 
prevent  his  continuing  to  act  as  President  for  the  forthcoming 
year.  It  was  decided  that  the  Secretary  should  write  to 
Mr.  Idris  asking  him  to  remain  in  office  ;  the  Association 
would  make  the  duties  merely  nominal. 

The  following  were  chosen  as  officers  of  the  Association : 
Chairman,  Mr.   Noad  Clark ;  Vice-Chairman,   Mr.  Wm, 
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Gbe  province  of  tbe  ©ptfeian. 


WE  briefly  referred  last  week  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kobert 
Tocher,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Glasgow,  delivered 
the  presidential  address  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Glasgow 
Optical  Society,  and  now  give  the  principal  points  in  his 
speech.  After  a  brief  reference  to  the  early  history  of 
opticians,  datirjg  back  to  700  B.C.,  Mr.  Tocher  proceeded  to 
say  that,  as  far  as  the  retail  optician  is  concerned,  it  is  rather 
unfortunate  that  as  yet  he  may  or  may  not  know  anything 
about  physics,  or  even  that  branch  of  physics  known  as 
optics.    That  was  the  fault  of  not  having  a  legal  status. 

As  the  optician  may  or  may  not  know  the  science  of 
optics  he  may  or  may  not  be  a  refractionist.  The  latter  is 
a  person  skilled  in  sight-testing — one  who,  first  of  all,  knows 
the  nature  and  properties  of  light  and  the  nature  and 
properties  of  transparent  media  of  any  curve,  and  is  so 
skilled  that  he  can  handle  this  light  and  twist  or  bend  its 
rays  in  any  manner  or  in  any  direction  he  pleases  by  means 
of  lenses  or  mirrors  of  various  curves.  Do  we  (he  asked) 
find  many  refractionists  amongst  opticians?  How' many 
opticians  are  there  who  can  to  a  mathematical  nicety 
examine  the  refraction  of  such  a  wonderful  optical  instru- 
ment as  the  human  eye  1 

Keferring  to  the  bad  effects  of  neglecting  timely  attention 
to  the  eyes,  the  speaker  went  on  to  say  that  glasses,  if  not 
the  propsr  ones,  are  often  worse  than  useless.  So  many 
people  sell  glasses  with  such  disastrous  results  to  the 
wearers,  that  it  has  led  some  authorities  to  suggest  that  a 
restriction  should  be  placed  on  their  sale.  The  suggestion 
is  that  neither  the  medical  practitioner,  the  chemist,  the 
optician,  the  jeweller,  nor  any  other  person  should  test  sight 
till  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  competent  refractionist. 
Otherwise  is  it  not  quackery  to  tamper  with  the  ejes  1 

It  is  Alarming 

and  a  disgrace  to  this  country  to  find  how  many  of  these 
quacks  there  are,  who,  not  knowing  anything  about  optics, 
are  simply  spectac!e-sellers,  who  impose  upon  the  public  by 
makir-g  them  believe  they  can  test  sight,  which  is  done  by 
possibly  some  useless  optometer,  or  by  simply  trying  on 
different  pairs  of  glasses.    It  is  not  instruments  which  test 


sight — it  is  brains  (added  Mr.  Tocher).  Not  all  the  finest 
instruments  in  the  world  can  test  your  sight  if  the  operator 
does  not  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  general  optics  and 
a  special  knowledge  of  visual  optics. 

It  might  well  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  persons 
advertising  and  selling  glasses  at  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  and  even  3s.  Qd., 
are  not  refractionists,  as  they  could  not  afford  the  necessary 
time  to  examine  the  eyes  and  supply  glasses  at  such  a  price. 

A  pure  refractionist  does  not  stock  ready-glazed  spectacles. 
The  dispensing  optician,  although  "  a  rare  bird,"  should  not 
stock  ready-glazed  spectacles,  nor,  theoretically,  should  he 
test  sight.  He  should  only  fit  frames  and  glaze  them  to  the 
prescription  of  the  refractionist. 

It  followed  then  that  nobody  should  stock  ready-glazed 
spectacles,  and  nobody  should  test  sight  but  competent 
refractionists.  With  reference  to  refraction-work  by  non- 
medical men,  some  of  them  are  inclined  to  fear  the  wrath  of 
medical  men.  That  need  not  be,  however,  as  medical  men 
took  up  sight-testing  only  at  a  recent  date,  whereas  it  had 
been  the  province  of  the  optician  from  time  immemorial. 
Besides 

Eefeaction  is  not  a  Branch  of  Medicine. 

It  is  a  branch  of  physics,  and  on  no  account  should  it  be 
thought  that  sight-testing  by  opticians  can  be  opposed  to 
the  interests  of  medical  men.  Neither  is  the  optician  in 
competition  with  the  ophthalmic  surgeon,  nor  with  the 
general  medical  practitioner.  The  refractionist,  however, 
must  not  pose  as  a  medical  authority,  nor  assume  knowledge 
of,  or  treat,  diseases  of  the  eye.  As  soon  as  he  finds  disease, 
or  is  unable  to  bring  vision  to  normal,  he  must  at  once  refer 
the  case  to  an  ophthalmic  surgeon. 

It  must  not  be  thought  (continued  the  speaker)  that 
medical  men  generally  are  opposed  to  non-medical  men 
testing  sight ;  what  they  are — and  rightly  so — opposed  to  is 
the  extraordinary  amount  of  quackery  that  exists  in  sight- 
testing.  It  is  seldom  that  cases  requiring  medical  skill  are 
referred  by  those  incompetent  persons  to  the  proper  quarter. 
As  time  goes  on,  he  continued,  it  will  become  more  evident 
to  the  medical  men  that  it  is  to  their  own  interests  to 
encourage  the  education  of  the  optician.  Mr.  Tocher  then 
went  into  the  question  of  optical  education  and  urged  that 
there  should  be  legislation  confining  the  business  of  a 
spectacle-maker  to  registered  opticians. 
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FOR  DISPOSAL. 

APPARATUS. 

Two  Carter's  disintegrators;  shafting,  pulleys,  and  belts,  cost  £95  ;  a'.gj 
gas-engine,  22  brake  horse.   87/1,  Office  of  this  Papsr. 

Spare  plant  for  disposal.— Carter's  size  00  disintegrator,  with  stand, 
counter-shafting,  pulleys,  and  several  sets  of  screens,  original  cost  £30 ; 
also  large  copper  still,  with  pure  tin  worm,  complete,  by  James  Dale, 
as  good  as  new,  original  cost  £35  10s.;  offers  requested.  John 
Richardson  &  Co.,  Leicester  (Limited). 


Mixing-machine,  suitable  for  mixing  anything  (2-speed  gear),  by 
Werner  &  Pfleiderer;  cost  £7  10s.  last  December;  what  offers? 
Garland,  178  Norwood  Road,  West  Norwood. 

das-experiment  apparatus,  viz.,  pneumatic  and  mercury  troughs,  flasks, 
Woolfe's  bottles,  retorts,  explodmg-tubes,  deflagrating-glotes,  bell-jars, 
Pepys'  gas-holder,  &c. ;  15s.  to  clear.  "  Chemist,"  48  BoHngbroke 
Street,  Newcastle-ou-Tyne. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

Gum  tragacanth,  white,  about  15  lbs.,  3s.  6rf .  per  lb. ;  egg  albumen, 
about  2)  lbs.,  2.6/.  per  lb;    F«.M,  14  Forest  Hill  Road,  S.E. 

Overstock.— Offers  for  tr.  stropanthi, gtr.  digitalis,  liq.  liyoscyamus 
(Fletcher),  formaldehyde,  tr.  opii  atmr.oi.,  tr.  sumbul.,  liq.  senega?,  tr, 
scilla;,  1  lb.  each,  aid  4  oz,  ext.  bell  id.   Aw.in-,  Exeter, 


